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Abstract

Us ing com par a tive anal y sis, the pa per ar gues that nor ma tive-per sonal con cep tion by
N.V. Panina may be con sid ered as an ex pla na tion of so cial be hav iour of the ac tors of
trans for ma tion pro cess and the level of de vel op ment of hu man po ten tial in trans form -
ing so ci ety (which in turn are the cen tral ideas in T.I. Zaslavskaia’s con cep tion of so ci -
etal trans for ma tion of the so ci ety), al low ing for their de pend ence on socio-psy cho log -
i cal, psy chic and per sonal qual i ties of their bear ers. Both con cep tions are ex am ples of
in cre ment in the o ret i cal knowl edge, ap proved and ver i fied by em pir i cal in ves ti ga tions. 
N.V. Panina’s nor ma tive-per sonal con cep tion of the trans for ma tion of Ukrai nian so -
ci ety and T.I. Zaslavskaia’s activital-struc tural con cep tion of so ci etal trans for ma tion
of Rus sian so ci ety pos sess a con sid er able prog nos tic po ten tial, both of them com ple -
ment sci en tific ideas of post-So viet trans for ma tion and out line the ways for creation
of the fundamental theory of social changes in the post-Soviet societies under trans -
for ma tion.

Keywords: post-So viet trans for ma tion, activital-struc tural con cep tion of so ci etal
trans for ma tion, nor ma tive-per sonal con cep tion of the trans for ma tion of Ukrai nian
so ci ety, T.I. Zaslavskaia, N.V. Panina
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In the frame work of the pres ent-day so cio log i cal dis course it is thought pos -
si ble to make a com par a tive anal y sis of the con cep tions of so cial trans for ma tions,
which were cre ated within dif fer ent par a digms. In the opin ion of the Rus sian so -
ci ol o gist A.B. Gofman, “the plu ral ity of par a digms, their si mul ta neous ex is tence
and strug gle” are char ac ter is tic of the his tory of so ci ol ogy. “Sci en tific as so ci a tion 
is di vided into trends, ten den cies, and schools whose fol low ers are ad hered to dif -
fer ent par a digms. But even un der such con di tions it is united by com mon sci en -
tific ideas which per mit us to treat it as a proper association” [Gofman, 2008:
p. 16]. 

So ci ol o gists of the USSR oc cu pied a spe cial place in the world so cio log i cal
as so ci a tion. They were for mally united by the ide ol ogy pre vail ing at that time
but they ac tu ally sought to over step its lim its, us ing ideo log i cally neu tral meth -
od ol ogy of em pir i cal in ves ti ga tions. The com mu nity of ap proaches de vel oped by
T.I. Zaslavskaia and N.V. Panina to the study of a so ci ety and pro cesses of its
post-So viet trans for ma tion lies in this fact first and foremost.

It should be noted that in the first years of for ma tion of in de pend ent states
built on the ru ins of the USSR the post-So viet so ci ol o gists were in a better po si -
tion than their west ern col leagues-transitologists, and their the o ret i cal view -
points were free from the pres sure of au thor i ties whose con cep tions, re cog nised
in the world so cio log i cal as so ci a tion, were based on study ing so cial re al i ties be -
ing far from post-So viet re al ity. Even in the years of “peres troika” T.I. Za slav -
skaia, as a head of VTsIOM (All-Rus sian Cen tre for the Study of Pub lic Opin -
ion) and N.V. Panina, as a lead ing re searcher of its Cen tral Ukrai nian De part -
ment, had the da ta base of nu mer ous em pir i cal re searches in var i ous as pects of
 social trans for ma tions; they could de velop their own con cep tions with al low ance 
for unique ex pe ri ence of in sti tu tional, struc tural and socio-psy cho log i cal chang -
es which oc curred in the late 80s — early 90s. These two cir cum stances (the o ret i -
cal in de pend ence and em pir i cal equip ment) in the case of T.I. Zaslavskaia and
N.V. Panina were sup ple mented by per sonal qual i ties of the re search ers — the
con sis tency in reali sa tion of the cho sen trends in con cep tuali sation of the stud ied 
so cial phe nom ena. As a re sult, the com pre hen sive con cep tions of post-So viet so -
cial trans for ma tions were developed, which, in spite of different theoretical
grounds, intersect and supplement each other in many respects.

The au thors of the ana lysed con cep tions have de ter mined frames for so cio -
log i cal par a digms could be cre ated within. T.I. Zaslavskaia has de vel oped the
activital-struc tural con cep tion of so ci etal trans for ma tion of Rus sian so ci ety
[Zaslavskaia, 2002]. N.V. Panina noted that “us ing as a ba sis fun da men tal prin ci -
ples of struc tural-func tional so ci ol ogy (T. Par sons, R. Mer ton et al.), on the one
hand, and our long-term study of re la tions be tween so cial sta tus (its for ma tion,
achieve ment, changes) and their (peo ple) socio-psy cho log i cal states, on the
other hand, we have elab o rated a con cep tual model of the value-nor ma tive reg u -
la tion of so cial be hav iour of peo ple and pe cu liar i ties of de ter mi na tion of their
psy cho log i cal state in the stable and unstable societies” [Panina, 2001: p. 6]. 

A com par a tive anal y sis of such dif fer ent, at first sight, so cio log i cal ap -
proaches to the study of trans for ma tion pro cesses oc cur ring in post-So viet
Ukraine and Rus sia should be started from re veal ing of com mon and spe cial fea -
tures in his tor i cal pre con di tions of their emergence and development.
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Sci en tific bi og ra phies of T.I. Zaslavskaia and N.V. Panina are marked with
the fact that they did not start their ac tiv i ties as pro fes sional so ci ol o gists. T.I.
Zaslavskaia started her sci en tific ca reer as a spe cial ist in study ing eco nomic
prob lems of the agrar ian sec tor; her works in elab o ra tion of the eco nomic the ory
of de vel op ment of the So viet so ci ety were gen er ally re cog nised. She was the an -
ces tor of eco nomic so ci ol ogy in the USSR which served dur ing “peres troika” as a
start ing point for de vel op ment of the con cep tion of so ci etal trans for ma tion of the 
post-So viet Rus sian so ci ety; it may be con sid ered as a gen eral model of post-com -
mu nist trans for ma tion pro cess in all coun tries of the for mer so cial ist camp. Early
sci en tific works of N.V. Panina dealt with the prob lem of ad ap ta tion of el derly
peo ple to the sta tus of a pen sioner. The anal y sis of per sonal and socio-psy cho log i -
cal fac tors of ad ap ta tion took an im por tant place in these works. Due to this ap -
proach, N.V. Panina could re veal the mech a nism of so cial ad ap ta tion with al low -
ance for both gen eral so cial and group im pact on a per son (so cial ex pec ta tions),
as well as psy cho log i cal pe cu liar i ties of peo ple go ing through a com pli cated pe -
riod of the ab so lute change of their sta tus and a scope of per formed roles. When
study ing this com pli cated phe nom e non, she used the meth ods of psy cho log i cal
train ing for the groups of el derly peo ple; this ex pe ri ence was used in pub lic opin -
ion sur veys whose re sults pre ceded crystallisation of the ma jor prin ci ples of nor -
ma tive-per sonal con cep tion based on the study of the causes and na ture of adap -
tive be hav iour of Ukrai nian pop u la tion in the period of post-Soviet social chang -
es. Both researchers have introduced into sociology special approaches char ac -
ter is tic of closely related social sciences.

The fact that both con cep tions were born when their au thors stud ied the sta -
ble So viet so ci ety served as com mon pre con di tions of their (con cep tions) de vel -
op ment; this fact al lowed later to make a com par a tive anal y sis of state of the so ci -
ety at var i ous stages of its trans for ma tion. The time frames when the au thors
worked on the ana lysed conceptions also coincide.

T.I. Zaslavskaia and N.V. Panina were ini ti a tors of mon i tor ing sur veys in
Rus sia and Ukraine. Ow ing to T.I. Zaslavskaia’s or gani sa tional tal ent and per -
sonal au thor ity, VTsIOM was cre ated as early as 1988; she headed a group of sci -
en tists which have de vel oped pro ce dure and meth od ol ogy of mon i tor ing sur veys
in Rus sia. N.V. Panina has de vel oped her self pro ce dure and meth od ol ogy of
Ukrai nian mon i tor ing, she headed the pi lot re search on the base of the In sti tute
of So ci ol ogy of the Na tional Acad emy of Sci ence of Ukraine in 1992. Mon i tor ing
sur veys served not only as an em pir i cal source for stud ied con cep tions of the
trans for ma tion of post-So viet so ci et ies but also as a reliable basis for their
approval and verification.

Prob lems in de vel op ment of so ci ol ogy, role of so ci ol o gists in the trans for ma -
tion of Rus sian and Ukrai nian so ci et ies, so cio log i cal cul ture were the cen tre of
at ten tion for T.I. Zaslavskaia and N.V. Panina [Zagorodniuk, 2011; Zaslavskaia,
1996]. They be lieved that the cri te rion of so cio log i cal cul ture is not only care and
con sid er ation for so cio log i cal clas sics but a search for op por tu nity of its de vel op -
ment with re gard to cer tain con di tions of the vi tal ac tiv ity of Rus sian and Ukrai -
nian so ci et ies, their socio-cul tural and socio-struc tural changes. T.I. Zaslavskaia
and N.V. Panina have made a great con tri bu tion to the institutionalisation of so -
cio log i cal sci ence in Rus sia and Ukraine: T.I. Zaslavskaia was the Vice Pres i dent

Соціологія: теорія, ме то ди, мар ке тинг, 2013, 2 75

Transformation of Russian and Ukrainian Society by T.I. Zaslavskaia and N.V. Panina



and then Pres i dent of the So viet So cio log i cal As so ci a tion (1972-1986, 1986-
1991); N.V. Panina was the Head of the Pro fes sional Eth ics Com mis sion of So -
cio log i cal As so ci a tion of Ukraine (SAU). She has elab o rated the Code of Pro fes -
sional Eth ics for So ci ol o gist in force ap proved by the 5th Congress of SAU in 2004
[Code, 2008; Panina, 2004].

T.I. Zaslavskaia and N.V. Panina had no di ver gence in de fin ing the pro cesses
ob served in Rus sia and Ukraine: there oc curred the post-So viet trans for ma tion
of the so ci ety. When de fin ing the pro cess of so cial changes in the coun tries of the
for mer so cial ist camp, both of them used the term “post-com mu nist”. The dif fer -
ence be tween two in ter pre ta tions of this term is that N.V. Panina im plied some
geo graph ical space, while T.I. Zaslavskaia gave it a po lit i cal colour ing, in di cat ing
that the power of com mu nist parties was common for these countries.

There are dif fer ent clas si fi ca tions of the o ries in so cio log i cal sci ence de pend -
ing on meth od olog i cal prin ci ples of study ing so cial re al ity. In the opin ion of
Zh.T. Toshchenko, “struc ture of so cio log i cal knowl edge may be con sid ered,
firstly, as the o ret i cal and em pir i cal so ci ol ogy, sec ondly, as fun da men tal and ap -
plied one, thirdly, fol low ing the ob ject-sub ject prin ci ple” [Toshchenko, 2007:
p. 11], that is as macro- and mi cro-so ci ol ogy. Com par i son of the  normative-
 personal con cep tion of trans for ma tion of Ukrai nian so ci ety de vel oped by
N.V. Panina and activital-struc tural con cep tion of so ci etal trans for ma tion of
Rus sian so ci ety elab o rated by T.I. Zaslavskaia with taking into account the
above features allows making the following conclusions.

It is known that there are socio-centric and an thro po cen tric (hu man i tar ian)
ap proaches to the study of so cial phe nom ena in so ci ol ogy. Nor ma tive-per sonal
con cep tion of N.V. Panina serves as an ex am ple of the an thro po cen tric ap proach:
its start ing point is an in di vid ual, a sum to tal of in di vid u als, as well as ways and
de gree of the suc cess of their ad ap ta tion to the trans for ma tion pro cess un der con -
di tions of to tal an o mie. The change of so cial re al ity in the given con cep tion is
con sid ered as a re sult of in tel li gent so cial ac tions of in di vid u als de ter mined by
their socio-psy cho log i cal and per sonal qual i ties. Activital-struc tural con cep tion
of T.I. Zaslavskaia is also an thro po cen tric: the cor re spond ing ac tors act at
macro-, meso-, and mi cro-lev els of the trans for ma tion pro cess. Their ac tions have 
dif fer ent ef fect on the course of changes be ing si mul ta neously their cause and ef -
fect. A hu man (ac tor, in di vid ual) is con sid ered both as a re source of so cial de vel -
op ment and as a bearer of hu man po ten tial whose de vel op ment in the con cep tion
of T.I. Zaslavskaia is the im pulse of so cial changes. The dis tri bu tion of ac tors at
the inter-cross ing lev els “should be un der stood as an at tempt to com bine gen eral
so ci etal, in sti tu tional and prop erly so cio log i cal or even socio-psy cho log i cal ap -
proaches” [Zdravomyslov, 2001: p. 98]. But one can also find in the con cep tion of
T.I. Zaslavskaia the fea tures of socio-centric ap proach: in the trans for ma tion pro -
cess “func tion ing of so cial mech a nisms is reg u lated, on the one hand, by cor re -
spond ing so cial in sti tu tions (for mal and in for mal rules of the game); on the other
hand, by so cial status and cultural peculiarities of the actors: managerial bodies,
organisations, groups, individuals (interests and potentialities of players)” [Za -
slavskaia, 2002: p. 8].

T.I. Zaslavskaia has pro posed in her con cep tion an orig i nal scheme for com -
pre hen sion of post-com mu nist trans for ma tions; she has elab o rated the ba sic no -
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tions of the con cep tion, such as “so cial trans for ma tion”, “so cial mech a nism of a
so ci ety’s trans for ma tion”, “socio-transformational struc ture of a so ci ety”, “trans -
for ma tion ac tiv ity”, “in no va tive-re for ma tive po ten tial of a so ci ety”. The so ci etal
trans for ma tion of so ci ety, ac cord ing to the con cep tion of T.I. Zaslavskaia, is real -
ised through the changes in the sys tem of ba sic so cial in sti tu tions, so cial struc -
ture and hu man po ten tial. These three com po nents are in ter con nected by com -
plex so cial mech a nisms: change of one com po nent brings in ev i ta ble change of
two oth ers, and, since the sub ject of macro-so ci ol ogy is the anal y sis of the so ci ety
as a whole, of so cial sys tems, so cial struc tures and in sti tu tions, of the mass so cial
pro cesses, it is ev i dent that the con cep tion of so ci etal trans for ma tion of the so ci -
ety sug gested by T.I. Zaslavskaia be longs to the cat e gory of macro- con cep tions.
At the same time, macro-con cep tuali sation of de vel op ment of sep a rate com po -
nents of the trans for ma tion pro cess con firmed the basic importance of the
increase of human potential for the positive develop ment of social changes in
Russian society.

Mi cro-so ci ol ogy stud ies the be hav iour of in di vid u als, mo ti va tion of their in -
di vid ual ac tions and in ter ac tions in groups, or gani sa tions, in the whole so ci ety,
as well as socio-psy cho log i cal re ac tions to so cial changes and in ter per sonal re la -
tion ships. Hence, nor ma tive-per sonal con cep tion of the post-So viet trans for ma -
tion of Ukrai nian so ci ety sug gested by N.V. Panina be longs to mi cro- so cio log i cal 
con cep tions and the o ries. But that in no way mini mises its im por tance since the
sub ject field of mi cro-so ci ol ogy is the “real, live con scious ness and be hav iour, be -
ing ‘the rich est’ (as to their dis play) so cial pro cesses. They ac tu ally re flect at em -
pir i cal level the state of pub lic con scious ness and pub lic ac tiv ity as a whole in all
its di ver sity, dis crep ancy, for tu ity and ne ces sity. Just they act as a sen si tive in di -
ca tor of the state, course of de vel op ment and func tion ing of so cial pro cesses. That 
is why their in ves ti ga tion is an im por tant in stru ment of mak ing sci en tif i cally
sub stan ti ated de ci sions in all spheres of pub lic life — from eco nomic to in tel lec -
tual and spir i tual” [Toshchenko, 2011]. At pres ent one can ob serve the rap -
proche ment be tween macro- and mi cro-so ci ol ogy that raises so cio log i cal knowl -
edge to a qual i ta tively new level. “Mi cro-level, level of so cial in ter ac tion of com -
mon cit i zens be comes the arena of great his tory. Each of the in ter ac tion par tic i -
pants can ex ert in flu ence on the in ter ac tion course and thus change the di rec tion
of so cial pro cess. Un der these con di tions so ci ol ogy turns from the sci ence study -
ing the so ci ety’s macro-struc tures into the field of studying the mechanism of
composition of the social process in the tangle of innumerable lines of interaction
of concrete individuals” [Kravchenko, 1997: p. 29]. 

It is dif fi cult to over es ti mate the role and im por tance of em pir i cal in ves ti ga -
tions in the de vel op ment of con cep tions of so ci etal trans for ma tion by T.I. Za -
slavskaia and N.V. Panina. The main ideas of these con cep tions arose on the ba sis
of anal y sis of the data of em pir i cal re search. It may be con cluded that both
activital-struc tural con cep tion of the so ci etal trans for ma tion of Rus sian so ci ety
by T.I. Zaslavskaia and nor ma tive-per sonal con cep tion of the trans for ma tion of
Ukrai nian so ci ety by N.V. Panina be long si mul ta neously to the o ret i cal and
empirical levels of sociological knowledge. 

Con cep tion of so ci etal trans for ma tion of Rus sian so ci ety sug gested by
T.I. Za slavskaia ac cord ing to P. Sztompka’s clas si fi ca tion may be con sid ered as
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the ex plan a tory one. When elab o rat ing such a the ory, re search ers-empiricists do
not con fine them selves any more to the search for facts and col lect ing data but
pro pose the mod els of gen er ali sa tion in their fields formed by ac cu mu la tion of the
data ob tained through re search. The o ries of de vi ance, col lec tive be hav iour, so -
cial move ments, eth nic ity, mass me dia, so cial cap i tal, post-ma te ri al ist val ues, etc. 
may serve as ex am ples of such mod els [Sztompka, 2005: p. 67]. At the same time,
con cep tion by N.V. Panina may be re lated to an a lyt i cal ones which, by the def i ni -
tion of P. Sztompka, com bine the ory and em pir i cism by pro duc ing of hy poth e ses
and gen er ali sa tion of no tions; typologise, classify, play an auxiliary, instrumental
part [Sztompka, 2005: p. 69].

It should be noted that so ci etal con cep tions, which also in clude the con cep tion 
of so ci etal trans for ma tion of Rus sian so ci ety by T.I. Zaslavskaia, dif fer from other
ones by one sub stan tial fea ture: it does not seem pos si ble that all ba sic  principles
and no tions can be operationalised. Only cer tain com po nents of T.I. Zaslavskaia’s
con cep tion can be operationalised; for ex am ple, changes of hu man po ten tial which
rep re sent one of the three vec tors of the trans for ma tion pro cess. How ever, nor ma -
tive-per sonal con cep tion of the trans for ma tion of Ukrai nian so ci ety sug gested by
N.V. Panina has been al most com pletely opera tiona lised; prac ti cally each the o ret i -
cal con clu sion is rep re sented by the cor re spond ing in di ca tor.

In ev i ta bil ity, du ra tion and depth of an o mie de ter mined by fore stall ing deg -
ra da tion of the old so cial in sti tu tions as com pared with for ma tion of new ones
were de fined by T.I. Zaslavskaia as one of the main dis tin guish ing fea tures of the
trans for ma tion pro cess [Zaslavskaia, 2002: p. 445–446]. N.V. Panina thought
that an o mie was caused, first of all, by de struc tion of value-nor ma tive sys tem of
the so ci ety which is the ba sis for so cial in te gra tion. It is “crystallisation of new
value-nor ma tive sys tem of the so ci ety based on the fea tures of in di vid ual con -
scious ness of its mem bers, in di vid ual value pref er ences and value ori en ta tions”
[Panina, 2001: p. 7], which leads to the change in the be hav iour of peo ple de ter -
mined by ap pear ance of new so cial sta tuses and roles and pro motes in that way
the for ma tion of new so cial in sti tu tions. Thus, the gen eral di rec tion of the trans -
for ma tion pro cess is de ter mined by value pref er ences of dif fer ent strata and
groups of pop u la tion. In their turn, value ori en ta tions are largely de ter mined by
gen eral socio-psychological state and social well-being of the participants of
transformation process.

Hu man po ten tial is the ba sic no tion in the con cep tion of so ci etal trans for ma -
tion of Rus sian so ci ety by T.I. Zaslavskaia. This no tion “con cen trates at ten tion
not on the achieved level of a so ci ety’s de vel op ment, but pri mar ily on its pe cu liar
in ner dy na mism, abil ity to self-de vel op ment” [Zaslavskaia, 2005: p. 14]. T.I.
Zaslavskaia fo cuses her at ten tion on the fact that hu man po ten tial re flects the
level of civilisational de vel op ment of the so ci ety, its so cial qual ity. N.V. Panina
does not op er ate with this no tion in her nor ma tive-per sonal con cep tion. How -
ever, ac cord ing to Panina un der con di tions of to tal an o mie all the com po nents of
hu man po ten tial are ei ther closely re lated or de pend di rectly on the level of so cial
well-be ing and life sat is fac tion, on the sus cep ti bil ity to anomic demoralisation
and cynicism, on paternalistic or internal attitudes.

T.I. Zaslavskaia dis tin guishes four com po nents of hu man po ten tial: socio-de -
mo graphic, socio-eco nomic, socio-cul tural and activital. In the con cep tion of
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N.V. Panina socio-de mo graphic in di ca tors de ter mine socio-psy cho log i cal and
psy chic states, as well as value-nor ma tive at ti tudes of Ukrai nian cit i zens. Ac -
cord ing to the data of long-term mon i tor ing sur vey con ducted by the In sti tute of
So ci ol ogy, the youn ger and more ed u cated peo ple liv ing in cit ies are less li a ble to
an omic de mor ali sa tion, anx i ety, cyn i cism and dem on strate in ter nal at ti tudes
[Zagorodniuk, 2011]. They are ready to ex tra work in or der to pro vide sol vent
sat is fac tion of their re quire ments. Civil rights and lib er ties are of great value to
them and they are ready to raise the level of their po lit i cal and eco nomic knowl -
edge for the sake of this value. Such per sonal qual i ties de ter mine the causes of
growth of socio-eco nomic, socio-cul tural and activital com po nents of hu man po -
ten tial: re sources of hu man po ten tial are ensured by the sum total of socio- psy -
cho log i cal qualities and psychic state of its bearers.

T.I. Zaslavskaia stud ied so cial be hav iour of the ac tors of macro-, meso-, and
mi cro-level of trans for ma tion pro cess, their be hav ioural strat e gies, and dis tin -
guished such strat e gies as achieve ment, ad ap ta tion, re gres sive and de struc tive
ones. She clas si fied the above strat e gies by the ob jec tives, mo tifs and ways of
their reali sa tion but did not lay stress on socio-psy cho log i cal or value-nor ma tive
com po nents. A prin ci ple of the “through” study (with out dif fer en ti a tion into lay -
ers and lev els) of so cial be hav iour of in di vid u als (groups) de pend ing on the suc -
cess ful / un suc cess ful ad ap ta tion to so cial changes, on per sonal qual i ties and ac -
cep tance / non-ac cep tance of a new sys tem of norms and rules is as sumed as a ba -
sis of the con cep tion sug gested by N.V. Panina. In di vid u als have to adapt to the
changes in “rules of the game” on all steps of the so cial lad der. Strat e gies of so cial
be hav iour of in di vid u als and groups de pend on the type of per son al ity formed as a 
re sult of ad ap ta tion: on nor ma tive / non-nor ma tive char ac ter of the re ac tion to
an o mie, on the level of anx i ety, na tional iso la tion ism, life sat is fac tion and so cial
well-be ing as a whole. T.I. Zaslavskaia con firms the right ness of this the sis. Ac -
cord ing to the re sults of em pir i cal in ves ti ga tion of suc cess ful eco nomic ac tors she
makes a con clu sion that the “in di vid ual ad ap ta tions of economic actors to formal
and informal rules of the game approved by authorities” are of crucial importance
[Zaslavskaia, 2012: p. 23]. 

From the view point of nor ma tive-per sonal con cep tion the achieve ment
strat e gies are formed within the frame work of nor ma tive re ac tions to an o mie
(“the rise of in di vid ual sta tus, mo ti vated striv ing for wel fare growth, for pro fes -
sional ad vance ment, po lit i cal ca reer, im prove ment of qual ity and mode of life, in -
crease of so cial pres tige” [Zaslavskaia, 2000: p. 16]). The lat ter is clearly dem on -
strated on the ex am ple of T.I. Zaslavskaia’s study ing of suc cess ful eco nomic ac -
tors at the meso-level of trans for ma tion pro cess in Rus sia. It should be noted that
high level of so cial cyn i cism in com bi na tion with in com plete ness and im per fect -
ness of le gal norms and ori en ta tion to aso cial val ues with given per sonal ac tiv ity
and achieve ment strat e gies leads to the ex pan sion of illegal practices, to the
development of “shadow” economy in particular.

When es ti mat ing the adap tive strat e gies dis tin guished by T.I. Zaslavskaia
(“striv ing for so cial sur vival, pres er va tion of the for mer or at least min i mum ac -
cept able so cial sta tus” [Zaslavskaia, 2000: p. 16]) from the view point of nor ma -
tive-per sonal con cep tion of N.V. Panina, one can con clude that they are also de -
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ter mined by nor ma tive re ac tion to an o mie. The in crease or de crease in ef fi ciency
of so cial prac tices de pends upon what personal qualities will dominate. 

De struc tive strat e gies of be hav iour “are of ag gres sive na ture. They are di -
rected against oth ers and some times against them selves” [Zaslavskaia, 2000:
p. 16]. Of in ter est is that the de scrip tion of these strat e gies is given by T.I. Zaslav -
skaia her self in cor re spon dence with the con cep tual ap pa ra tus of nor ma tive-per -
sonal con cep tion of N.V. Panina: “Such be hav iour is mostly mo ti vated by the
thirst for profit which is not bounded by moral norms, as well as by xenophobias
re viv ing in hard times” [Zaslavskaia, 2000: p. 16]. Non-nor ma tive re ac tions to an -
o mie, state of deep an omic de mor ali sa tion are di rectly de scribed too. The ex -
treme de gree of an omic de mor ali sa tion and crit i cal de crease of the level of so cial
well-be ing lead to emer gence and de vel op ment of re gres sive strat e gies of be hav -
iour, which in turn re sults in so cial ex clu sion, loss of social relationship, sharp
decrease in social status and identity.

The ana lysed con cep tions pos sess a sig nif i cant prog nos tic po ten tial. Tak ing
into con sid er ation the re sults of study ing mass con scious ness in Ukrai nian so ci -
ety within the frame work of nor ma tive-per sonal con cep tion, N.V. Panina has ar -
rived to the con clu sion about the ex is tence of two types of re ac tions to long-term
an o mie — nor ma tive and non-nor ma tive ones, which de ter mine the char ac ter
and causes of so cial be hav iour of in di vid u als (or groups). On the ba sis of this con -
clu sion the o ret i cal sup po si tions were made that Ukraine and Rus sia “have three
ways to get out of the mass an omic de mor ali sa tion. The first way is tra di tion al -
ism, re turn to the ar chaic sys tem of val ues as the in te grat ing ba sis of so cial life.
The sec ond way is au thor i tar i an ism as an at tempt to solve a so ci ety’s prob lems
ow ing to the tough cen trali sa tion. The third one is the move ment along the dem -
o cratic way, de clared by Rus sia and Ukraine, based on the suc ces sive con struc -
tion of po lit i cal plu ral ism, cre ation of the le gal state and free dom of eco nomic de -
vel op ment” [Golovakha, 2008: p. 7]. Pro ceed ing from this anal y sis and al low ing
for the data of so cio log i cal re searches con ducted in Rus sia and Ukraine, N.V.
Panina pre dicted as early as the 1990s a higher prob a bil ity of tra di tion al ist sce -
nario for Ukraine and au thor i tar ian one for Rus sia. Some years later these sce nar -
ios were real ised in the mass sup port of Vic tor Yushchenko and Vladimir Putin as 
politicians, which personified just these trends in political development of Uk rai -
nian and Russian societies.

Move ment of both states along the dem o cratic way proved to be prob lem atic
be cause of poor de vel op ment of the civil so ci ety; in this con nec tion, po lit i cal plu -
ral ism is se verely lim ited here, and fur ther de vel op ment of the free mar ket econ -
omy is re strained by ex ten sive flour ish ing of il le gal prac tices and cor rup tion.
While “the man aged de moc racy” has been formed in Rus sia with “odd com bi na -
tion of au toc racy and de moc racy, po lit i cal lib er ties and their re stric tion, for mal
avail abil ity and prac ti cal ab sence of op po si tion to the rul ing re gime” [Golo -
vakha, 2008: p. 7], the “clan-oli gar chic” de moc racy with avail able ca pa ble op po -
si tion has been formed in Ukraine; this de moc racy is char ac ter ised by the re stric -
tion of civil and political liberties, selective functioning of legal norms.

Anal y sis of so cial well-be ing, socio-psy cho log i cal and psy chic state of the
Ukrai nian pop u la tion dur ing all years of in de pend ence tes ti fies that change of
gen er a tions of the bear ers of so cial norms and val ues, in crease in their per sonal
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ac tiv ity have led to for ma tion of the in ter nal type of per son al ity whose be hav iour
is of so cially ac tive char ac ter [Zagorodniuk, 2011]. N.V. Panina pre dicted its
emer gence even in the 1990s pro ceed ing from the anal y sis of the struc ture of val -
ues, so cial well-be ing and moral-psy cho log i cal state of youth un der con di tions of
to tal an o mie [Panina, 2001; Panina, 2008]. The anal y sis of re sults of the re search
car ried out by T.I. Zaslavskaia among rep re sen ta tives of eco nomic ac tors of the
pres ent-day Rus sian trans for ma tion pro cess per mit ted to make a con clu sion that
those were personal qualities typical of successful businessmen and managers. 

Agree ing with I. Roxborough that mod erni sa tion should be un der stood to -
day as an in crease in abil ity to trans for ma tion [Roxborough, 1988], T.I. Za -
slavskaia de fined the es sence of trans for ma tion pro cesses as “the in crease of a so -
ci ety’s abil ity to so cial trans for ma tions”, and the ma jor di rec tion of mod erni sa -
tion — “as the in crease of a so ci ety’s com pet i tive ness in the globalising and un ex -
pect edly chang ing world” [Zaslavskaia, 2008: p. 12]. Es ti ma tion of the level and
dy nam ics of com pet i tive ness in trans form ing so ci et ies gives an idea of suc cess ful -
ness or unsuccessfulness of their de vel op ment; some fixed “sec tions” al low re -
veal ing ten den cies of this de vel op ment and pre dict ing its fur ther di rec tion. Stat -
ing that there is no re li able meth od ol ogy of such es ti ma tion in so cio log i cal sci -
ence yet, T.I. Zaslavskaia has pro posed to es ti mate the level of com pet i tive ness,
sta bil ity and dy na mism of the pres ent-day trans form ing so ci et ies on the ba sis of
ad vance ment along three axes char ac ter is ing the so ci etal space of trans for ma tion 
pro cesses in Rus sian so ci ety. For this pur pose she has concretised the no tion of
axes of three-di men sional so ci etal space. In 2008, as a re sult of de tailed re search
of the hu man po ten tial in Rus sian so ci ety, T.I. Zaslavskaia concluded that
present-day transformation processes occur in three-dimensional societal space
with the following axes:

1) not just the level of de vel op ment of hu man po ten tial of the stud ied so ci et -
ies but “the level of hu man po ten tial of so ci et ies as macro-sub jects and
macro-ac tors of self-de vel op ment and trans for ma tion”;

2) not the gen er al ised qual ity of so cial group struc ture, but “le git i macy and
dy na mism of the so cial group struc ture which al low so ci et ies to real ise suc -
cess fully their hu man po ten tial”;

3) not the gen er al ised ef fi ciency of in sti tu tional sys tem, but “ef fi ciency of
in sti tu tional sys tems which is dis played in the abil ity of po lit i cal, le gal,
eco nomic, so cial and other in sti tu tions to di rect en ergy of in di vid u als, or -
gani sa tions and groups into cre ative and so cially con struc tive chan nel”
[Zaslavskaia, 2008: p. 13].

There with the con clu sion was made that to achieve the suc cess ful dy nam ics
the ad vance ment should fol low si mul ta neously the path of three vec tors: high
level of the only one or two above char ac ter is tics does not pro vide the suc cess ful
trans for ma tion de vel op ment of a so ci ety, its com pet i tive ness.

The ex tent of the ef fect of the pro posed in ter re lated char ac ter is tics of the so -
ci etal trans for ma tion space on the suc cess ful ness of trans for ma tion pro cess and
in crease of com pet i tive ness level of the so ci ety is dif fer ent. Pur pose ful trans for -
ma tion of the ba sic in sti tu tions af fects to a lesser de gree the so ci ety’s com pet i -
tive ness than a half-spon ta ne ous change of its so cial group struc ture. In the opin -
ion of T.I. Zaslavskaia, the most pow er ful ef fect on the suc cess ful ness of trans for -
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ma tion pro cess is pro vided by poorly managed change of the level of human
potential of the society.

T.I. Zaslavskaia has elab o rated an an a lyt i cal scheme con cern ing so cial mech -
a nism of trans for ma tion in post-com mu nist so ci et ies. The study of the struc ture
and prin ci ples of its func tion ing per mit ted her to con clude that “some kind of
‘tan gle’ of in ter twined pro cesses of the change of mass so cial prac tices un der lies
the changes of so ci etal char ac ter is tics of the so ci ety” [Zaslavskaia, 2008: p. 17].
Thus, study of the char ac ter of change of mass so cial prac tices in the trans form ing 
so ci ety gives an op por tu nity to pre dict the trend of trans for ma tion of so cial in sti -
tu tions, change of the so cial group struc ture and decrease or increase of the level
of human potential. 

T.I. Zaslavskaia thought that the ma jor fac tor of the change of ev ery day so -
cial prac tices “was rather ac tiv ity of the mid dle, ba sic and lower strata con sti tut -
ing the main part of the so ci ety than ac tiv ity of its elite and up per stra tum”
[Zaslavskaia, 2008: p. 18]. The study of suc cess ful eco nomic ac tors of the trans -
for ma tion pro cess in Rus sia has vi su ally dem on strated that for ma tion of new eco -
nomic in sti tu tions was both the ef fect and the cause of their ac tiv ity. The con clu -
sions were made about the di rect in flu ence of so cial qual i ties and re sources,
which are in pos ses sion of sub jects of trans for ma tion ac tiv ity, on the ways of their 
activities and behaviour.

The anal y sis of the trans for ma tion pro cess in Rus sia dur ing 2005–2012,
stated by T.I. Zaslavskaia in nu mer ous re ports and in ter views, was made on the
ba sis of her own con cep tion of the so ci etal trans for ma tion of Rus sian so ci ety. As
early as 2001 she sug gested the pos si bil ity of three sce nar ios for Rus sia’s fur ther
de vel op ment: “1) au thor i tar ian-co er cive sce nario sup pos ing a sharp strength en -
ing of the state, in crease of the role of the pro-gov ern ment force struc tures (state
se cu rity bod ies and mil i tary men), tough en ing of con trol over the mar ket sec tor
of econ omy, ex pan sion of re pres sive prac tices and nar row ing of dem o cratic ones;
2) con ser va tive-etatist sce nario which pre sumes for mal pres er va tion of mar ket
re la tions and dem o cratic pro ce dures un der con sid er able strength en ing of con -
trol func tions of bu reau cracy in econ omy and other spheres of pub lic life; 3)
half-crim i nal oli gar chic sce nario which means re pro duc tion (in new forms) of
quasi-dem o cratic and quasi-mar ket regime formed in the reign of B. Yel’tsin,
dragging out the Time of Troubles” [Zaslavskaia, 2001: p. 9].

His tory of the fur ther de vel op ment of Rus sian so ci ety has con firmed the
right ness of her pre dic tions. As she men tioned at the in ter view for Ukrai nian
news agency UNIAN, “…I guess the oli gar chic sys tem of rather a ‘poor mould’ has
been strength ened dur ing the pe riod of reign of Putin” [Zaslavskaia, 2008]. A
rigid ver ti cal of power has been es tab lished, the coun try has be come gov ern able
but not by dem o cratic prin ci ples, as ev i denced by the pres i den tial elec tions in
Rus sia. “To tal cor rup tion” ac com pa nied with spread ing of the “army of bu reau -
crats” is observed everywhere and at all levels. 

In ves ti ga tions of T.I. Zaslavskaia have shown that “Rus sia is a com bi na tion
of oli gar chic form of the so ci ety with con structed sys tem of cor rup tion” [Za -
slavskaia, 2008]. They are dis cred it ing the op po si tion and do ing away with it,
while the sprouts of iso la tion ism and xe no pho bia are re ceiv ing coun te nance.
These pro cesses oc cur against a back ground of ever-grow ing in come gap be tween 
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rich and poor. Ac cord ing to the data of T.I. Zaslavskaia with al low ance for
shadow econ omy the co ef fi cient of in come in equal ity reaches 30–40. Later she
noted that cur rent in sti tu tional de vel op ment of Rus sian so ci ety and econ omy
does not fa vour mod erni sa tions and in no va tions. In the opin ion of T.I. Zaslav -
skaia Rus sian cul ture still bears “the im print of cen tu ries-old slav ery of the most
part of pop u la tion: it was firstly tsar ist and then So viet ‘serf dom’ ” [Zaslavskaia,
2012]. The val ues char ac ter is tic of de vel oped dem o cratic coun tries have not
been com pletely formed, as ev i denced by cross-na tional com par a tive sur veys
where Rus sia takes part. All that ham pers de vel op ment of Rus sian econ omy
which, in the opin ion of T.I. Zaslavskaia, is the ba sic so cial in sti tu tion: “Mod erni -
sa tion of econ omy is im pos si ble with out mod erni sa tion of the so ci ety” [Za -
slavskaia, 2012]. Be sides, she thinks that state au thor i tar i an ism and om ni pres ent 
cor rup tion, which make “the talks about le gal state sense less”, are the most se ri -
ous ob sta cles on the way of trans for ma tion de vel op ment. In the opin ion of T.I.
Zaslavskaia, “the real fight against cor rup tion does not take place and it is still
prob a bly a long way from that, since all power pyramid is corrupted. And that
means that ‘social lifts’ will not start working soon” [Zaslavskaia, 2012].

As noted above, ten dency to wards in te gra tion of macro- and mi cro-so cio log -
i cal ap proaches to the study of so ci ety is ob served in the con tem po rary so cio log i -
cal sci ence. T.I. Zaslavskaia has de vel oped the con cep tion of so ci etal level by fo -
cus ing on the com pre hen sive in ves ti ga tion of qual i ties, in clud ing per sonal that
are pe cu liar to the ac tors of trans for ma tion pro cess, as well as on the study of
human potential of Russian society.

N.V. Panina be gan to study in sti tu tional and struc tural changes of Ukrai -
nian so ci ety in the con text of nor ma tive-per sonal con cep tion of its trans for ma -
tion. It is known that two op po site pro cesses oc cur in any so ci ety which un der -
goes car di nal so cial changes; these are: institutionalisation of new so cial in sti tu -
tions and de-institutionalisation of the old ones. N.V. Panina thought that
institutionalisation should be de fined as “the pro cess of for ma tion of new so cial
institutions in three aspects:

1) process of formation and adoption of new social rules (laws, normative
structures, traditions and rites) by society;

2) creation of organisational structures responsible for articulation and
order of observing the given rules, which constitute social infrastructure
of institutionalised behaviour;

3) formation of attitude of mass subjects towards social rules and organisa -
tional structures, which reflects people’s consent with the given institu -
tional order” [Golovakha, 2001: p. 6].

Pro ceed ing from this def i ni tion, de-institutionalisation is a pro cess of de struc -
tion of in sti tu tional for ma tions, which dis plays in the change of so cial rules and ob -
vi ous (or la tent) dis ap proval of in sti tu tional re quire ments to so cial be hav iour.

The above pro cesses are most of ten ac com pa nied with so cial chaos, de sta bi li -
sa tion of so cial life, and to tal so cial dis in te gra tion. In the opin ion of N.V. Panina,
the unique ness of Ukrai nian trans for ma tion pro cess con sists not only in the ab -
sence of so cial out burst, but also in the fact that “the so cial mech a nism typ i cal of
states and so ci et ies which un dergo cri sis has not even trig gered: de te ri o ra tion of
socio-eco nomic sit u a tion and so cial well-be ing of pop u la tion has not re sulted in
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the in crease of man i fes ta tions of so cial in tol er ance and dis crim i na tion of peo ple
by eth nic ity” [Golovakha, 2001: p. 9]. The em pir i cal stud ies have shown that in -
sti tu tional space of the Ukrai nian so ci ety is ex tremely dis crep ant and in ex pli ca -
ble from the view point of pre vi ous hy poth e ses: on the one hand, most mem bers of
the so ci ety trust nei ther old nor new in sti tu tions, feel a sense of an omic de mor ali -
sa tion; on the other hand, they keep so cial self-con trol, tol er ance and faith in the
chance of the society’s development in the context of “general civilisational
process”.

A hy poth e sis has been for mu lated that “only dou ble institutionalisation pro -
vides a rather orig i nal ‘in sti tu tional hy per value’ of Ukrai nian so ci ety, based on
peo ple’s con sent to live in such in sti tu tional space, where both old and new in sti -
tu tions ex ist, and their con tra dic tory co ex is tence pro vides avail abil ity of all at -
trib utes of institutionality nec es sary for so cial in te gra tion and sta bil ity” [Golo -
vakha, 2001: p. 16–17]. The hy poth e sis in ques tion has been il lus trated by nu -
mer ous ex am ples from so cial prac tice, which con firm that cit i zens of Ukraine, be -
ing sub jected to dou ble in sti tu tional load, find nec es sary at trib utes of le gal ity
and le git i macy. It has also been ver i fied by em pir i cal in ves ti ga tions which have
con firmed that du al ity of in sti tu tional rules is re flected in pre dom i nat ing psy -
cho-am biv a lent at ti tudes of peo ple to wards in sti tu tional prin ci ples of so cial life.
Such at ti tudes are caused by the state of mass an omic de mor ali sa tion. The phe -
nom e non of mass am biv a lence of Ukrai nian so ci ety was stud ied by N.V. Panina
jointly with Ye. I. Golovakha when analysing peculiarities of political con scious -
ness of the Ukrainian population.

On the other hand, spe cific post-So viet institutionalisation caused the cor re -
spond ing changes of so cial struc ture. By anal ogy, this phe nom e non may be called
“dou ble structuralisation”. The most ac tive in di vid u als ac cept new in sti tu tional
rules, in cor po rate into the new so cial struc ture and thus achieve a higher sta tus
level us ing all ac ces si ble le gal and il le gal ways. Rep re sen ta tives of mass strata,
which do not pos sess in ter nal per sonal qual i ties, try to adapt to new con di tions
pre serv ing their pre vi ous sta tus po si tions. Thus, “the ma jor ity of so ci ety agrees to 
ac cept such so cial sit u a tion when old and new so cial in sti tu tions co ex ist, pro vid -
ing le gal ity and le git i macy of the ex ist ing social order by their contradictory
influence” [Golovakha, 2001: p. 21].

N.V. Panina emphasised that dou ble institutionalisation is a tem po rary phe -
nom e non which im pedes de vel op ment of the pro cess of dem o cratic trans for ma -
tion of Ukrai nian so ci ety. She out lined the ba sic trends for fur ther study of the
pros pects of tran si tion of Ukrai nian so ci ety to in ter nally non-con tra dic tory in -
sti tu tional sys tem. N.V. Panina saw such a pros pect in de vel op ment of the
so-called non-in sti tu tional pol icy which should be based on the ever-in creas ing
ac tiv ity of the am a teur so cial move ments and or gani sa tions. This ac tiv ity has to
re sult in the de vel op ment of non-in sti tu tional space and for ma tion of so cial cap i -
tal in fu ture. New forms of the dem o cratic legal, political, economic and in tel lec -
tual culture must appear. 

N.V. Panina be gan to real ise a plan of the study of trans for ma tion changes in
Ukrai nian so ci ety, which were of so ci etal char ac ter, from the anal y sis of po lit i cal
in sti tu tions: vec tors of po lit i cal de vel op ment of the dem o cratic elec toral sys tem,
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for ma tion of Ukrai nian po lit i cal elite by elec toral choice, study of the ac tors and
agents of the electoral process [Panina, 2002].

The work on cre ation of the gen eral con cep tion of trans for ma tion of Ukrai -
nian so ci ety has not been com pleted by N.V. Panina. But her main ideas can serve
as an im pulse for fur ther sci en tific search of Ukrai nian so ci ol o gists in tend ing to
cre ate the gen eral the ory of so cial changes in so ci et ies under transformation.

Con clu sions

Com par a tive anal y sis of the con cep tions of trans for ma tion of post-So viet so -
ci et ies de vel oped by T.I. Zaslavskaia and N.V. Panina al lows to draw the fol low -
ing conclusions:

When study ing trans for ma tion pro cesses in Rus sian so ci ety, T.I. Zaslavskaia 
cre ated a macro-con cep tion of de vel op ment of its so ci etal space formed by the
vec tors of in sti tu tional changes, de vel op ment of so cial group struc ture and hu -
man po ten tial. Mi cro-con cep tuali sation of de vel op ment of sep a rate com po nents
of the trans for ma tion pro cess has con firmed the ba sic im por tance of the in crease
of hu man po ten tial for pos i tive de vel op ment of so cial changes of Rus sian so ci ety.
Nor ma tive-per sonal con cep tion of trans for ma tion of Ukrai nian so ci ety by N.V.
Panina, ac cord ing to gen er ally ac cepted clas si fi ca tion, may be de fined as the con -
cep tion of mi cro-level. N.V. Panina has out lined the pros pects of its de vel op ment
through the study of trans for ma tion changes in the in sti tu tional struc ture of
Ukrai nian society and in its stratification, that means creation of the cor re spond -
ing macro-conception.

Both con cep tions are ex am ples of the in cre ment in the o ret i cal knowl edge,
ap proved and ver i fied by em pir i cal investigations.

The fact that the state of an o mie is char ac ter is tic of both so ci et ies un der go -
ing a pro cess of trans for ma tion has been sub stan ti ated in both con cep tions. In the 
con cep tion of T.I. Zaslavskaia the an o mie is gen er ated by struc tural changes,
while in the con cep tion of N.V. Panina it is caused by dis in te gra tion of the old
and for ma tion of new value-nor ma tive system in transforming societies.

Nor ma tive-per sonal con cep tion by N.V. Panina may be con sid ered as an ex -
pla na tion of so cial be hav iour of the ac tors of trans for ma tion pro cess and level of
de vel op ment of hu man po ten tial of the trans form ing so ci ety (which in turn are
the cen tral ideas in the con cep tion of so ci etal trans for ma tion by T.I. Zaslavskaia)
on the ba sis of socio-psy cho log i cal, psy chic and per sonal qual i ties of its (hu man
po ten tial) bear ers. These qual i ties are de fined through the study of so cial well-
 be ing, life sat is fac tion, level of anx i ety, de gree of an omic de mor ali sa tion, in di ces
of national isolationism and cynicism. 

Nor ma tive-per sonal con cep tion of the trans for ma tion of Ukrai nian so ci ety
sug gested by N.V. Panina and struc tural-activital con cep tion of the so ci etal
trans for ma tion of Rus sian so ci ety pro posed by T.I. Zaslavskaia pos sess a con sid -
er able prognostic potential. 

The elab o ra tion of nor ma tive-per sonal con cep tion of trans for ma tion of Uk -
rai n ian so ci ety by N.V. Panina is a sig nif i cant con tri bu tion to the the ory of trans -
for ma tion pro cess. This con cep tion per mits to es ti mate, com pare and pre dict de -
vel op ment of trans for ma tion pro cesses both in a so ci ety re searched sep a rately
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and in dif fer ent so ci et ies. It al lows re veal ing the causes of change of the hu man
po ten tial of the stud ied so ci et ies, can serve as a suf fi cient ba sis for de vel op ment of 
com plex government programs directed at increasing human potential.

Both N.V. Panina’s nor ma tive-per sonal con cep tion of the trans for ma tion of
Ukrai nian so ci ety and T.I. Zaslavskaia’s struc tural-activital con cep tion of the
so ci etal trans for ma tion of Rus sian so ci ety com ple ment the sci en tific ideas of
post-So viet trans for ma tion and out line the ways for cre ation of the fun da men tal
the ory of so cial changes in the transforming post-Soviet societies.
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