
The Title of the Povest' vremennykh let Redux

In a recent issue of this journal, Aleksei Tolochko discussed the title of the
Po vest' vremennykh let (PVL). In his discussion, Tolochko asserted that accept-
ing my inclusion of the phrase “

” in the title is “impossible” (“ .
, , ”). Tolochko argued that this phrase appears in

the Hypatian ( ), Khlebnikov ( ), and Radziwiłł ( ) copies because the Hypa-
tian branch contaminated the Radziwiłł copy.1 In this claim of a particular type
of contamination among the PVL copies he accepted the theoretical formulation
of Aleksei Gippius.2 Tolochko also argued that the term “

” with one exception does not appear in the pre-Mongol period.
Instead, the term “ ” is used. That single exception is
the Hypatian branch where, s.a. 1182, one finds the phrases “ [ :

] [ : ] ”3 and
“ [ : ] [ : ] ”.4 He
also argued that the appearance of this phrase in the middle of the title instead of
at the beginning or end is an awkward placement and an indication that it is an
interpolation.5 Tolochko concluded: “ , ,

1117 .,

XIII .”6

While Tolochko’s article is logically argued, I find that I do not accept the
premises on which he bases his argument and, therefore, am unable to accept his
conclusion. First, let us look at the textual evidence for the title, which consists
of six manuscript witnesses. I present that evidence according to the interlinear
collation edited by me for the Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute in 2003.7

1 , Ruthenica (2006, 5), 248–250.
2 . . -

, Russian Linguistics (2002, 26), 63–126.
3 2: 627.
4 2: 628.
5 , , 250.
6 , , 251.
7 The Povest’ vremennykh let: An Interlinear Collation and Paradosis, comp. and ed. by Donald
Ostrowski; associate editor David J. Birnbaum, senior consultant Horace G. Lunt [= Harvard
Library of Early Ukrainain Literature. Texts: Volume X, part I] (Cambridge, MA, 2003) [hereafter:
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