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POPULATION OF THE LEFT-BANK OF THE DNIEPERLAND
DURING THE CLASSICAL SCYTHIA
(the 27 half of 6**—4%"/3"4 century BC).

PART 2: INTERPRETATION

The article presents some remarks concerning the
reconstruction of social structure of the Scythian
populations from the forest-steppe zone of the left-
bank Dnieperland, in the period between the 2" half
of 6"—4" /3 century BC. The main aim of the paper
was to propose an interpretation of a social position of
deceased interred in graves belonging to the analyzed
set. Following the main theories regarding this subject
found in the scientific literature, I accepted a hypothesis
of a hierarchical character of the studied communities.
The highest place in the social hierarchy was taken by
members of the higher classes, including local and su-
pra-regional leaders of various ranks, members of the
ancestral and tribal aristocracy with «elite troopers»,
and members of elites of the lowest rank (the nomadic
elites of the lowest rank, and the «equestrian» aristoc-
racy associated with the local agricultural population).
The next strata — the middle class — consists of mem-
bers of the «ordinary population», regarded as the most
numerous part of the surveyed communities. One of the
lowest positions within the social system belonged to
«the poor», while the bottom of the hierarchy was occu-
pied by people of more or less limited rights, remaining
in a various levels of dependency from representatives
of the higher classes.

Keywords: funeral rites, social stratification, forest-
steppe Dnieper, Scythians.

The presented paper is a continuation of the
study of the social stratification of the inhabit-
ants of the forest-steppe zone of the left-bank
Dnieperland between the 2" half of the 6% to
the 4%/3 century BC (Burghardt 2021). In the
previous work, I have described the main prin-
ciples of the method of classification of graves
for the purpose of social analysis. The study of
247 grave complexes led to a conclusion that the
main indicators of the position of a deceased in
the social hierarchy are: the amount of work ef-
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fort put into construction of the grave complex
(grave construction and burial mound), as well
as quantity and quality of grave goods. With
the help of the statistical analyses, it was pos-
sible to assort the studied complexes into few
clusters (classes), which may represent various
social or economic groups. The identified clus-
ters form a hierarchical structure — the subse-
quent classes could be characterized by decreas-
ing energy expenditure devoted to preparing a
burial (including building a grave construction
and covering it with a mound) and completing
a grave inventory (increasingly «poorer» grave
goods).

I should note, however, that the application
of the above-presented method of classifying
burials based on quantitative and qualitative
criteria carries certain limitations, such as
the possibility of overlooking the non-mate-
rial factors determining a social position of a
deceased. We should keep in mind, that among
the physical remains of a funeral ceremony,
which can be uncovered at a grave complex us-
ing archaeological methods, the manifestations
of individual and collective identities rooted
in traditions regulating social behavior, espe-
cially those linked to emotional aspects (for ex-
ample feelings of surviving family / kin mem-
bers towards the deceased relative), are largely
absent. Realizing the constraints linked to
the study of funerary finds, regardless to the
selected method of analysis (classification), I
must stress that there is no doubt that the pic-
ture of the past created based on archaeologi-
cal sources is often oversimplified. As noted by
many scholars, mortuary practices are just one
of the many aspects of the past reality, which
do not carry enough weight to explain all the
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issues concerning the functioning of ancient
societies, including those concerned with the
social sphere.

Moving on to the issues of interpretation of
the results of the analyses presented in the pre-
vious paper (Burghardt 2021), I must state that
the belief on the hierarchical nature of the so-
cial structure of the communities inhabiting the
forest-steppe areas of the left-bank Dnieperland
between the 2" half of the 6™ to the 4™/3" cen-
tury BC is largely consistent with the ideas de-
scribed in many works on this subject (Boiiko
1994, c. 34—35; 2107, c. 49—105; Mopy:keHKO
1991, c.163; DBabenmxo 2005, c.172—183;
Byitnos, Orarenxo 2013, c. 130—131, Tabda. 3),
as well as the results of analysis of other contem-
porary societies of the Scythian cultural model
from the forest-steppe zone of the Eastern Eu-
rope (e. g. bepeayukuit 1995; Burghardt 2017b)
and Scythian groups from the steppe (e.g.
Wnbunckas, Tepemosmkxmu 1983, c. 121—188;
lemmar 1984, c. 124—153; Byusarau 1985). To
identify the social and economic groups whose
members buried their dead in various clusters
of grave complexes, I decided to examine the
obtained results in the context of the well es-
tablished in scientific literature theories of the
multi-stage division of the Scythian society. Ac-
cording to these systems, the highest place in
social hierarchy was occupied by the individu-
als of the higher classes. It is generally accepted
that the elite burials should be characterized by
the largest grave structures and burial mounds,
as well as the richest and most diverse sets of
grave goods (e. g. Mosonescpruit 1979, c. 156—
157, Tabm. 4; Tepenoxkrma, Mo3ogeBCbEMIA
1988, 1. 3—4; Pomamko, Cropsiiz 2009, c. 89).
Typically, inventories of graves belonging to
this group contain prestige items, manifesting
the high social position of the deceased, as well
as high-status artefacts linked with the mili-
tary and sacral spheres. Additionally, one of the
most characteristic features of the high-class
graves is the presence of accompanying human
and horse burials. In the presented classifica-
tion scheme, the above-described attributes
are typical for the class I of male and female
burials, as well as, to a lesser extent, invento-
ries belonging to the class II (including male
burials of the class II/III). On top of that, the
analysed grave complexes of the forest-steppe
elites often contain various elements — such as
turf rolls, wooden structures, and subsoil heaps
within the burial mounds, ditches and/ or
dykes around the kurgans, accompanying horse
burials, wooden vessels with golden appliqués,
bronze cauldrons, and sacrificial foods — com-
monly associated with burials of nomads. Thus,
we could suspect that the highest place in the
social hierarchy of the studied populations may
have been occupied by the groups of people of a
nomadic origin.
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Grave complexes interpreted as places of
burial of the nomadic elites belong to few dif-
ferent clusters. Such internal differentiation
of that group is consistent with the beliefs of
many scholars. Traditionally, individuals in-
terred in the complexes of the class I are in-
terpreted as local leaders — «kings» (Velyka
Homolsha, kurgan 11; Pisochyn, kurhan 18,
burial 1 — Byitaos, Oxarenxo 2013, c. 130,
tabma. 3), «princes», or nomarchs, who may
have controlled some parts of forest-steppe
areas of the left-bank Dnieperland (Volkovt-
sy, kurhan 1/1894 — Chernenko et al. 2004,
p. 33; cf. Yu. Boltrik’s comments in his stud-
ies of the territorial structures of Scythia —
Boarpur 2011, c¢. 108—110, puc. 1). Addition-
ally, many deceased from the class Il graves
were often assigned to the category of chief-
tains (e. g. Staryi Merchyk, kurgan group III,
kurgan 11 — Tampmma 2008, c. 12; I'peuxo
2010, c. 104—105; Byitaor 2012, c. 27), but in
their case, we could assume that the position
of the decedent in the social hierarchy may
have been lower than one of the «kings» (cf.
Byitnos, Oxarenro 2013, c. 130, Tab6a. 3). Thus,
we could conclude that the grave complexes of
the class I and II could be identified as burials
of leaders of groups of various sizes (e. g. in-
dividual tribes or their federations) of diverse
statuses. On the other hand, while interpreting
each high-class burial, we should consider not
only the presence of distinctive features com-
pared to other grave complexes from a specific
region of the forest-steppe zone, but also the
possibility of linking it with agglomerations of
funerary and settlement sites. Consequently,
both of the above-described criteria could be ob-
served in most of grave complexes of the class I
(Aksiutintsy, Staikin Verkh, kurgan 21 (Volko-
vtsy, kurgan 1/1894 — upper and central Sula
River basin and, possibly, adjacent areas (at
least the central Vorskla River basin?) — cf.
Boiiko 1996, c. 274, 276; Pereshchepino, kur-
gan 15, burial 1 — central Vorskla River ba-
sin; Pisochyn, kurgans 18 and 33 — Udy and
Mozh River interfluve; Velyka Homolsha, kur-
gan 11 — Mozh, Berestova, Bereka and Donets
River interfluve), as well as some graves of the
class II (Staroe, kurgan 6 — Dnieper and Tru-
bizh River interfluve; Staryi Merchyk, kurgan
group III, kurgans 3 and 11 — Udy and Mozh
River interfluve '). The interpretation of female
graves belonging to the class I does not seem as
straightforward. In my opinion, the most reli-
able theory found in the scientific literature is
the one claiming that the women interred in
the class I graves may have been spouses or

1. Grave complexes of a younger chronological position
than the above-mentioned class I graves from the
same region (cf. I'peuxo 2010, c. 104—105; 2019b,
c. 38—438).
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relatives of local leaders (e. g. Byituos, I'peuro
2015, c. 194—197). In addition, some women
buried in class I graves were interred along-
side various items interpreted as attributes of
«priestesses» . The main argument in favour of
this hypothesis is the fact that the female buri-
als of class I were typically uncovered in the
same grave structures as male burials of class
I. The layout of the graves as well as inventory
devoted to each individual indicate the equal
social position of the male and female burials.
Moving on, graves of the class IT occupy a
lower position in hierarchy than the class I com-
plexes, regarded as burials of the elites of the
highest rank. At the same time, some elements
typical for the highest class of grave complexes
could be identified as far as in the burials of the
class III (and class IV of the male series). Thus,
it seems reasonable to assume that the indi-
viduals buried in the graves belonging to the
class II may have represented the forest-steppe
aristocracy of the middle rank. This hypothesis
is consistent with the theories expressed by
some scholars (cf. Mala Rohozianka, kurgan 2,
burial 1, Pisochyn, kurgan 91 S taryi Merchyk,
kurgan group III, kurgan 112— Byiinos,
Oxarenro 2013, c. 130, Ta6u. 3), as well as the
interpretation of the deceased form the simi-
lar grave complexes from the Black Sea steppe
(Femmur 1984, c. 141, taba. 1—2). The large
social stratum of the middle-rank aristocracy
was most likely quite diverse. One of the most
efficient methods to identify smaller groups
within the discussed stratum is by the analy-
sis of context of grave complexes of the class II.
To start with, some of graves were uncovered
at the same kurgan necropolises as burials of
local leaders (e. g. Aksiutintsy, Staikin Verkh;
Pereshchepino; Pisochyn). Since the graves of
the classes I and II from the above-mentioned
cemeteries have a very similar chronology,
we could suspect that the people interred in
the former category of graves may have been
members of the (ancestral and/ or tribal) ar-
istocracy, associated with the royal families.
Another very characteristic group of the ar-
istocracy are the so-called elite troopers, who
may have served as commanders of various

1. A classic example of a grave complex of this type
would be the female burial from the grave 1 from
the kurgan 8 from the Pisochyn cemetery, which
was equipped with, among other items, a cylindrical
kalathos (ceremonial headdress) with a front panel
with an arched edge (cf. Chochorowski, Skoryj 1999,
p. 309). This type of a headdress is very character-
istic for the ritual attire of «priestesses» of noble
Scythian families.

2. In the cited publication, individuals buried in these
graves were classified simply as «aristocracy». Nev-
ertheless, the position of the class of «aristocracy»
in the social structure — between the «rulers» and
the «equestrians», may indirectly indicate its middle
position in the hierarchy of upper classes.
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military units. Such grave complexes are char-
acterized by a high degree of militarization of
grave goods, indicating that the deceased may
have belonged to the group of specialized war-
riors (troopers). Graves of the elite troopers of-
ten were situated in the areas regarded as con-
venient to exercise control over locations of a
potential strategical importance (intersections
of trade and military routes, fords on rivers,
surroundings of major trade and craft centres,
cattle grazing areas, etc. — cf. Beccornosa 1998,
c. 57—58; 1999, c. 151; 2000, c. 121, 122). Mov-
ing on, there are some class II grave complexes
located within the cemeteries or kurgan groups
dominated by the graves of the class III (and
class IV of the male series). Such burials often
occupy the highest rank in the social hierarchy
of the above-described necropolises, and were
placed in graves of a distinctive position in the
landscape. For that reason, we can suspect
that the individuals interred in the complexes
of this type may have served as leaders (elders
or chieftains) of the forest-steppe elites of the
lowest rank.

It seems that the members of the latter so-
cial stratum were buried in the grave complex-
es the class III (and class IV of the male series).
As it was already mentioned, in the complexes
belonging to these two classes, we could iden-
tify individual mortuary practices typical for
graves of the class I and II. In addition, some of
the graves are known from features character-
istic for the burials of nomads (e. g. burials in
grave constructions of steppe type, presence of
wooden structures and subsoil heaps within the
burial mounds, ditches and/ or dykes around
the kurgans, bronze cauldrons, and sacrificial
foods). At the same time, significantly small-
er energy expenditure devoted to erecting the
grave structures and burial mounds, as well as
low frequency of accompanying horse and hu-
man burials and poorer inventories with only
few prestige items, could indicate that the de-
ceased from the complexes of the class III (and
class IV of the male series) may have occupied
the lowest rank in the social hierarchy of the
forest-steppe elites. We should note that this
interpretation corresponds with the results of
the studies of graves from the Black Sea steppe
dated to the Late Scythian period. In the clas-
sification scheme of the graves of the middle
class (the so-called «ordinary people» or com-
mon folk) proposed by K. P. Buniatian, graves
of constructions and mounds of analogous di-
mensions to the complexes of the class III (and
IV) from the forest-steppe were included in
the models 4—5, interpreted as graves of the
wealthy members of the common folk. The
social status of these individuals may have
been similar (model 4) or equal (model 5) to
the lowest stratum of the Scythian aristocracy
(Byusttan 1985, ¢. 96—97). We should add that
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steppe and forest-steppe graves corresponding
with the elites of the lowest rank are typically
characterized by comparable grave inventories.
Interestingly, the sets of grave goods from the
latter zone are often richer than their counter-
parts found in the steppe.

Similarly to the grave complexes of the
class II described above, the forest-steppe elit-
es of the lowest rank form a quite non-homo-
geneous group. Based on the analysis of con-
text of grave complexes, we can distinguish
burials of ancestral and tribal aristocracy (of
the low rank), troopers (including burials of an
elite character), as well as leaders of small kin-
ship (or family) groups linked to the stratum
of wealthy middle-class individuals, occupy-
ing the lower position in hierarchy. Interest-
ingly, it seems that the stratum of the lowest
class aristocracy may have consisted of both
the nomads (Scythians and their descendants)
and the representatives of the local sedentary
communities. The main argument in favour of
this hypothesis is the presence of small series
of graves (from about 5—10 % of complexes of
the class III and 25 % complexes of the class IV
of the male series) without clear «nomadic»
features (cf. Cropsorit 2003, c. 65). It is worth
noticing that the burials of this type typically
occupy the highest position in hierarchy of ne-
cropolises of the local sedentary and agricul-
tural population. Thus, these grave complexes
could be interpreted as burials of the members
of the higher classes of the autochthonic com-
munities.

The next position in social hierarchy of the
forest-steppe populations occupy grave com-
plexes of the class V—VI of the male series and
class IV of the female series. The common fea-
tures of these grave complexes are «average»
dimensions of the grave structures and burial
mounds, as well as «average» quality and quan-
tity of grave goods. For that reason, we could
deduce that the analyzed grave complexes
could be most likely linked to the middle class
of the forest steppe society (the so-called «ordi-
nary people»; e. g. Byuaran 1985, c. 93—100;
Burghardt 2017a, c. 164—165). We need to
keep in mind, however, that many analogous
features of funerary rites could be observed
also within many grave complexes occupying
a lower position in hierarchy — graves of the
class VII.1 of the male series and V of female
series (as well as some graves of the class VI).
Nevertheless, when we compare these two
large groups of grave complexes, it becomes
clear that the burials of the class V—VI of the
male series and class IV of the female series
most likely must have required a greater en-
ergy expenditure to build, and their grave in-
ventories are richer and more diverse. In ad-
dition, decedents buried in the graves of the
middle class often were equipped in individual
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luxurious items (imported vessels — typically
Greek amphoras, golden appliqués of clothing,
small ornaments from precious metals), which
are very characteristic for the graves of the
higher classes and very rare in the complexes
linked to the lower classes. Typical for the lat-
ter category of grave complexes is the lack of
elements of horse harness, regarded as one of
the attributes of individuals of higher and mid-
dle classes . Thus, it seems that the individu-
als buried in graves of the class V—VI of the
male series and class IV of the female series
may have occupied higher place in hierarchy
than the remaining deceased of the stratum of
«ordinary people» (common folk). Very similar
interpretation is often given to the individuals
of the models 3—4 from the Black Sea steppe
zone, corresponding to the analysed series of
grave complexes. According to the proposition
of the K. P. Buniatian (Byuarsaa 1985, ¢. 96—
97), such burials could be linked to the wealthy
representatives of the common folk, including
its most prominent individuals whose status
may have been close to the aristocracy.

As it was already mentioned, the lower posi-
tion in the social structure of the middle class-
es was occupied by the individuals buried in
graves of the class VII.1 of the male series and
V of female series (as well as some graves of
the class VI). The smaller amounts of work ef-
fort required to the construction of graves, com-
bined with slightly poorer, yet quite diverse
grave goods, could indicate that the deceased
interred in complexes belonging to the above-
mentioned classes could be identified as mid-
dle-class individuals of an average status (the
so-called «ordinary people» — cf. Byusaran 1985,
c. 94—96, 100). Such interpretation is consist-
ent with the works of many scholars dealing
with the social structure of the forest-steppe
communities (e. g. Babeuro 2005, c¢. 179—180;
Byitaos, Orarenko 2013, c. 131, Tabu. 3; Boiiko
2017, ¢. 69—70, 97—107, Taba. V), as well as
the common understanding of the analogous
grave complexes from the steppe. Referring to
the above-mentioned classification by K. P. Bu-
niatian (Bymsatan 1985, c. 94—96), the grave
complexes of the class VII.1 of the male series
and V of female series (as well as some graves
of the class VI) resemble the most the burials
of the models 1—3 (dimensions), especially the
model 2 (character of grave inventory). In the
scientific literature, such graves usually are
regarded as burials of poor, «ordinary» Scythi-
ans, considered as the so-called «eight-hoof

1. The connection between elements of horse harness
and burials of individuals belonging to the wealthier
social strata was evidenced by the written sources
(see the remarks of rich and privileged Scythians
suffering from «chronic defluxions» because of con-
stant horse riding — Hippocrates, «On Airs, Waters,
Places», XXII; cf. Burghardt 2017b, p. 142).
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men» mentioned by Lucian (cf. Kubczak 1978,
p. 70). Interestingly, some burials belonging
to the analysed stratum show some features
typical for nomads (e. g. burials in grave con-
structions of steppe type, presence of subsoil
heaps within the burial mounds, ditches and /
or dykes around the kurgans, and sacrificial
foods), while others do not. This situation may
indicate that the discussed group may have
consisted of two main substrates — nomadic
Scythians and their descendants and the rep-
resentatives of the local sedentary communi-
ties. Additionally, we should note that most of
the male graves, as well as some female graves,
were equipped with one or two-element sets of
weapons, mainly arrowheads, with no parts of
horse harness. Thus, we can deduce that many
individuals belonging to the discussed stratum
may have served as archers — foot warriors.
According to some theories, individuals occu-
pying the lower position in the middle class-
es of the forest-steppe populations may have
worked for the local aristocracy as members
of mercenary military units (Babenxo 2005,
c. 179; ®uanro 2012, c. 40, 42). One of the ar-
guments in favour of this hypothesis is the spe-
cific layout of the cemetery in Pisochyn. Grave
complexes with male burials of class VII.1 (and
female burials of a similar rank) were located
on two sides of a long line of kurgans belong-
ing to local elites of various ranks (including
tribe leaders), as if creating their «escort of
honour» '. Among other possible occupations
of the middle-class individuals from the for-
est-steppe, not directly related to the military
sphere, some researchers mention small-scale
cattle husbandry (nomads and semi-nomads),
agriculture and craftsmanship (representatives
of the autochthonous sedentary forest-steppe
communities).

The lowest place in the presented classifi-
cation of graves is taken by the complexes of
the class VII.2 of male series and correspond-
ing group of graves of the class VI of female
series. Graves belonging to the above-men-
tioned classes are characterized by the small-
est and simplest grave constructions, covered
by the lowest mounds (or dug into the existing
kurgans), as well as burials with very little or
no grave goods (1—3 categories of items). It
is wort mentioning the lack of military equip-
ment in inventories of male graves belonging
to the analysed stratum, which may indicate
that their occupations most likely were not

1. The layout of the cemetery resembles the arrange-
ment identified in the case of few individual grave
complexes (Staryi Merchyk, kurgan group III, kur-
gan 9), consisting of separate graves of a middle-
class individual equipped with weapons and a rep-
resentative of local higher classes, buried under the
same mounds.
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related to this sphere 2. According to many re-
searchers (e. g. Boiiko 1994, c. 35; 2017, c. 70,
91—97, 103—109; Mopy:xenro 1991, c. 163),
the absence of weapons in the graves of the for-
est-steppe low-class may indicate the inferior-
ity of their social position compared with the
higher strata (symbolized by lack of right to
be buried with military equipment). For that
reason, we could suspect that the deceased in-
terred in graves belonging to the class VII.2 of
male series and the class VI of female series
could be regarded as «the poor» (Hippocrates.
On Airs..., XXII, p. 66—71) — representatives
of the lowest social group in hierarchy of the
forest-steppe communities. This interpretation
is consistent with the findings of archaeologists
dealing with the populations from the forest-
steppe (regardless from the belief whether the
analysed complexes should be linked with the
nomads — I'peuxo, [llenexans 2012, c. 86, 176;
or the local sedentary and agricultural popu-
lations — Byitnos, Oxraremxo 2013, Tabu. 3;
Boiiko 2017, c. 102), as well as the explanation
of the analogous complexes from the steppe
zone (the model 1 according to K. P. Bunia-
tian — Bynsaraua 1985, c. 93—94, and group I
in the classification of B. F. Gening — I'eaunr
1984, c. 134—135, 146). In addition, we need
to keep in mind that many corresponding fea-
tures to the above-mentioned classes of graves
were identified in the case of flat graves, omit-
ted from the statistical analyses (cf. Burghardt
2021). Thus, we could conclude that these grave
complexes could also be linked to the low class
(«the poor»). Analysing the group of flat graves,
we should note their lack of features common-
ly associated with burials of nomads, starting
with the lack of a burial mound. For that rea-
son, it seems that people interred in flat graves
may have typically been representatives local
sedentary and agricultural populations. In fa-
vour of this hypothesis is the fact that many
of graves of the class VII.2 of male series and
the class VI of female series were identified in
a proximity of various settlements and hillforts
(e. g. Pereshchepine, grave 1 and 2/2002; Dud-
chyntsi; cf. I'peuro Ta im. 2019, c. 32—33). Ac-
cording to many researchers (e. g. Kymarosa,
Cynpyuenko 2010, c. 164; Byitnos, OrxareHnko
2013, c. 131; Boiiro 2017, c. 102—103), indi-
viduals occupying the lowest position in hier-

2. On the other hand, we need to keep in mind that the
absence of weapons in a grave inventory does not
have to indicate that we do not deal with a burial of
a warrior. For example, a unique weapon-less grave
was discovered at the kurgan group Skorobor near
the Bilsk hillfort (grave 1/2013). The skeleton of a
male individual, interred alongside an accompany-
ing human burial placed in the entrance pit of the
grave, did bear multiple signs of injuries, suggest-
ing that the deceased belonged to the elite group of
mounted warriors (Illpamro, 3aguikos 2014, c. 39).
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archy of the forest-steppe communities may
have been dependent, to a various extent, on
the members of the higher classes. We need
to keep in mind that many burials belonging
to the analysed clusters were located within
grave complexes (kurgan mounds) of individu-
als occupying the higher positions in hierarchy
(e. g. Ivankiv, kurgan 6, burial 2 accompany-
ing a burial of a male individual of the class V;
Mala Rohozianka, kurgan 2, burial 2 found
under a mound covering a grave a male of the
class IT). Depending on the group, obligations
of the representatives of the low class towards
more privileged relatives or kin members may
have included raising herds (nomads and semi-
nomads — Xasanos 1975, c. 151—152; 'egunr
1984, c. 146), farming (sedentary and agri-
cultural communities — Byiiror, OrarteHko
2013, c. 131) or craft production (Boitro 2017,
c. 102—103).

In the process of reconstructing the social
structure of the analysed communities, we
need to keep in mind that the groups of grave
complexes described above do not include all
burials from the forest-steppe zone of the left-
bank Dnieperland dated between the 2°¢ half of
the 6% to the 4%/3' century BC. According to
the accepted method of research, most of the
accompanying burials, especially those identi-
fied outside the main grave chamber of a burial
complex, were omitted from the statistical tests
(cf. Burghardt 2021). On the other hand, in the
analysed set of graves there is a small group of
accompanying burials placed within the same
grave chambers as main burials of a kurgan.
Among the characteristic features of the lat-
ter group of deceased, we could note a different
treatment of body comparing to the commonly
accepted norms (typically placing the body on
the side, in flexed or extended position), posi-
tioning the corpse in a way suggesting inferi-
ority towards the other person interred in the
grave (often perpendicularly to the main burial,
on the outskirts of the grave chamber), as well
as visibly poorer (or lack of) grave goods (e. g.
Nnbunckasa 1966, c. 166—168; bByraran 1985,
c. 105—106, 111, 120—121; Mopy:xeuxo 1991,
c. 164; Babeuro 2005, c. 175). Such criteria are
met by at least 24 burials, including one grave
(MalR_2/2) located in a separate pit, function-
ally linked to a male burial of the class II. For
that reason, the feature Mala Rohozianka, kur-
gan 2, burial 2 was assorted to the class VII.
A. In addition, there are three accompanying
burials placed within the same grave struc-
ture as the main burial, but outside the main
grave chamber (in an entrance pit/on a subsoil
step — Skorobor, kurgan 1/2013; in niches dug
in the walls of the grave chamber — Staroe,
kurgans 1 and 6). In the scientific literature,
there are three main ways of interpreting buri-
als of the discussed group: as sacrificial burials
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(Becconora 1992), individuals with no right to
be interred following the traditional norms !,
or people who were socially dependent on the
members of higher classes, such as various
servants or enslaved domestic workers (cf. Ga-
vriljuk 2003, p. 80—81). We need to keep in
mind that despite the many proposed methods
of distinguishing burials belonging to these two
groups, archaeological sources lack features al-
lowing to clearly determine whether a deceased
was a dependent or a slave. For that reason, I
would opt for discussing these two categories
together, as groups of socially dependent peo-
ple of limited rights (no right to be interred in
a separate grave pit following the traditional
norms). However, based on the context of the
burials, we could deduce the possible occupa-
tion of some of the servants or slaves. To start
with, there are burials identified as various
members of military escorts such as «protec-
tors / guards» (Skorobor, kurgan 1/2013 — see
above), equerries (Mala Rohozianka, kurgan 2,
burial 2 — deceased buried alongside a horse),
or the so-called «weapon keepers» (accompany-
ing burials from kurgan 9 from Pisochyn and
mound 3 from the kurgan group III from Staryi
Merchyk, identified alongside sets of pole weap-
ons — cf. I'peuro, Mlenexans 2012, c. 63—64).
Before concluding the comments on the so-
cial stratification of the inhabitants of the for-
est-steppe zone of the left-bank Dnieperland
between the 2" half of the 6% to the 4%/3" cen-
tury BC, we should discuss the important is-
sue of the number of grave complexes belong-
ing to the identified groups and social strata.
Based on the analysis of the data in table 1, we
could make an attempt to estimate the level
of representativeness of the obtained scheme
of social hierarchy. To start with, in the ana-
lysed set there is an extremely high percent-
age of grave complexes of the various ranks of
the higher classes. In the scientific literature
we could find few possible explanations of this
phenomenon. To begin with, some archaeolo-
gists claim that that a reconstruction of a so-
cial stratification of a past population based on
grave complexes do not apply to a society as a
whole, but only to its more privileged groups.
This way of interpretation was accepted for the
results of the study of the inhabitants of the
middle Don basin between the 6" and 4% cen-
tury BC, where burials of the high and middle

1. This explanation is used typically in the case of buri-
als of juveniles or children. According to many re-
searchers, some children who were buried in a grave
belonging to an adult may have died before achiev-
ing a specific social rank (passing the initiation) and
becoming full members of the community (see cf.
Boiiko 2017, ¢. 102). Thus, lack of a child’s right to
be buried in a separate grave could be linked to his
or hers unidentified social identity, and not to a low
social position (see cf. Fahlander 2011, p. 19).
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class constituted over 75—80 % of all well-ex-
cavated graves (Bepeayuruit 1995, c. 53—54;
Mensenes 2004, c. 33—34, 36). On the other
hand, other archaeologists suggest that some
of the analysed communities could have been
more or less homogenous. A great example of
this situation could be nomadic groups pen-
etrating many areas of the left-bank Dnieper-
land in the 1%t half of the 5 century BC, known
from their unique cemeteries, containing many
graves of «troopers» equipped with fairly uni-
form sets of goods. According to some research-
ers (I'peuro 2017, c. 100, 102), the social order
of these communities may have resembled the
so-called «war democracy». On the level of ar-
chaeological sources, one of characteristics of
this form of a society’s organization is a rela-
tive «economic “equality” of grave complexes» !
(cf. ITmerneBa 1982, c. 17—18, puc. 1). On the
other side, there is a third possible interpre-
tation, claiming that the unusually high per-
centage of grave complexes linked to the more
privileged groups of the forest-steppe society
is a result of a vast underestimation of the
number of burials of the individuals occupying
lower positions in hierarchy. As it was noted by
many scholars, archaeological research of the
Early Iron Age necropolises has traditionally
been focused on the most monumental grave
complexes, built for the representatives for the
higher classes. Excavations of the smaller kur-
gans or flat graves, typically linked to members
of the lower stratum, have been significantly
rarer. In addition, we need to keep in mind that
many more modest graves are rather poorly
preserved (badly damaged mounds, incomplete
sets of grave goods), which results in reducing
the number of complexes suitable for advanced
analysis and lowering quality of obtained data.
Other limitations are linked to the method of
selecting appropriate sources for the study.
Including in the main source database only on
these graves, for which it was possible to deter-
mine the sex of the deceased (graves with an-
thropological analysis or complexes with grave
goods allowing to deduce the sex of individuals),
resulted in omitting a series of graves with the
poorest inventories, typical for representatives
of the low-class (cf. Burghardt 2016, p. 174).
Finally, we should discuss one more possible
explanation of the issue of the underestimation
of the number of burials of the lower classes. As
it was already mentioned, individuals belong-
ing to social groups occupying the lowest posi-
tion in hierarchy could be linked both to the
nomads (or other similar, semi-nomadic com-
munities) and the local sedentary agricultural
population. Interestingly, while the kurgan
cemeteries founded by the former group are

1. Except for graves of chieftains, which could be sig-
nificantly richer than remaining complexes.
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relatively well researched (e. g. I'peuro 2012,
c. 119, 121; I'peuro, Illemexamp 2012, c. 81,
171), the identification of burials of the rep-
resentatives of the latter communities is still
quite problematic. In this study, as burials of
the members of the sedentary groups were in-
terpreted some kurgans and flat graves (Dud-
chyntsi and Pereshchepine) characterized by
presence of rather local features and lack of
nomadic elements. Apart from these complex-
es, many researchers associate burials located
within the area of settlement sites with the
communities of discussed ethnic (ethno-cul-
tural) attribution (e. g. I'peuro 2014). Sadly,
such features are relatively uncommon. This
group includes both burials in separate pits
used only for such purpose, and burials de-
posited within remains of dwellings. Interest-
ingly, the total number of burials, that could
be linked to the local sedentary communities of
the forest-steppe, does not correspond with the
estimated demographic potential of settlement
sites, traditionally regarded as their places of
life (cf. I'peuro 2014, c. 79). For that reason, we
could suspect that the sedentary agricultural
communities from the left-bank Dnieperland
may have commonly practiced some mortuary
practices that could not be identified using ar-
chaeological methods.
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M. Burghardt

SOCIAL STRATIFICATION OF
FOREST-STEPPE POPULATION
OF THE LEFT-BANK OF THE
DNIEPERLAND DURING THE
CLASSICAL SCYTHIA (the 2»¢ half of
the 6t"—4%"3d century BC). PART 2:
INTERPRETATION

The paper presents some remarks concerning social
stratification of the inhabitants of the forest-steppe ar-
eas of the left-bank Dnieperland between the 2 half
of the 6% and 4%/3" century BC. The main aim of the
article was to propose a new interpretation of the sta-
tus of deceased buried in various grave complexes of
this cultural phenomenon. The process of identifying
groups occupying different positions in hierarchy was
multi-level. One of the first things considered in the
analysis was the context of graves of individuals be-
longing to subsequent clusters. The next stage of the
study involved an attempt to recognize social classes
and groups known from written sources and/ or de-
scribed for other societies of similar (Scythian) cultural
model among previously distinguished clusters of grave
complexes. It was established that the highest place in
social hierarchy of the analysed communities was oc-
cupied by the individuals of the higher classes. This
social class was not homogeneous; thus, we could di-
vide it into at least few smaller subgroups. The richest
and the most elaborate graves belong to local leaders of
groups of various sizes (e. g. individual tribes or their
federations) of diverse statuses. Slightly lower position
was attributed to the forest-steppe aristocracy of the
middle rank. This social stratum included of members
of the (ancestral and / or tribal) aristocracy, leaders of
small groups (clans) of the forest-steppe elites of the
lowest rank, as well as the so-called «elite troopers». At
the bottom of the social hierarchy of the forest-steppe
elites was aristocracy of the lowest rank — the most
diverse group belonging to the higher classes. It seems
that leaders of smaller groups utilizing specific cem-
eteries / kurgan groups might have had similar social
status. Yet, formally speaking, the latter social stra-
tum most likely already belonged to the middle class-
es. The so-called «ordinary people», or simply common
folk, constituted the majority of the analysed commu-
nities. This large social class could be divided into two
main groups — wealthy individuals of slightly higher
social status among the middle class, and the remain-
ing «ordinary people». The lowest place in the present-
ed hierarchy of nominally free members of the studied
populations was taken by not so numerous representa-
tives of «the poor». The list of social classes and groups
distinguished within the analyzed society is completed
by people with more or less limited rights, who were
socially dependent on the members of higher classes
(servants or enslaved domestic workers). The interpre-
tation of the system of social stratification presented
in the study was supplemented by the analysis of dif-
ferences in the number of grave complexes assigned
to a specific place in hierarchy. The obtained results
raise the question of the level of representativeness
of the social structure of the populations of the forest-
steppe areas of the left-bank Dnieperland described
in the study. First and foremost, in the analysed set
there is an extremely high percentage of grave com-
plexes assigned to the higher classes. The article offers
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fer possible explanations of this phenomena, including
the theory that the unusually high percentage of grave
complexes linked to the more privileged groups was a
consequence of a vast underestimation of the number
of burials of the individuals occupying lower positions
in hierarchy. It seems that the disrupted proportions
between burials belonging to the higher and the lower
classes may have resulted from various factors, includ-
ing the source database itself. We should keep in mind
that most of the grave complexes that had to be ex-
cluded from the statistical analysis have features char-
acteristic for burials of the individuals of middle and
lower social status.

Keywords: funeral rites, social stratification, for-
est-steppe Dnieper, Scythians.

M. Bypexapom

COITAJIbBHA CTPATU®IKAIIIA
HACEJIEHHA JIIBOBEPEKHOI'O
JITCOCTEILY ITIOJHIITPOB’A KJIA-

CUYHOI'O CKI®CBKOI'O ITIEPIOAY
(mpyra mosiosuna VI—IV/III cr. go H. e.).
YACTHUHA 2: IHTEPIIPETAIIIA

V¥ craTTi mogaHo KOMeHTAapl IO0 COLIAIBHOI CTPYK-
TYpU TPYI HACEJEHHs, Kl IMPOMKUBAJINA MIK IPYTOI0
mostoBrHO0 VI Ta IV/III cT. mo H. e. Ha TepHUTOPiAX JIiBO-
Gepeskroro Jricocrerosoro Ilomuimnpos’s. Ii meroro Gysio
IIPEJICTABATH OAUH 3 MOKJIMBHUX CIIOCOOIB 1HTEpIpera-
mii IToMepJInX, ITOXOBAHUX y PIZHUX KOMILIEKCAX MO-
TUJI, 3AJHIIEHUX I[TUMU IpoMagaMu. BUKOPHUCTOBYOUH
icHyIOYl B JIITEpATYpl HOTVISAAN HA ITI0 TeMy, 0yJIO IIpu-
MHATO 6AraTOPIBHEBUH IO IX COIAIBHOI CTPYKTYPH.
CamM 1Iporiec comiaJibHOI 1iaeHTHQIKALll Py, 10 3aii-
MAaloTh HACTYITHI PiBHI B lepapxii, OyB 6araTopiBHEBHM.
Crouatky OyJi0 IIPOAHAJII30BAHO KOHTEKCT, y SKOMY
iCHYIOTh MOTHJIH TIOMEPJINX, SK1 HAJIEIKATh J0 ITeBHUX
pauris. Hacrymuwuit piBenb aHasidy 0yB 30cepeKe i
Ha crapo0l 31CTABUTH PaHIIIe BIJOKPEMIICH] KOMILIEKCH
IOXOBAHB 13 COIIAJIBHUMH BepPCTBAMH Ta TPYIAaMH, Bi-
JIOMUMH 3 TUCHMOBUX JpKepest Ta / a00 BUIIJICHUMHU JIJIS
IHIIUX CILIBHOT 13 moI10HO00 (CKI(PCHKOI0) KYJIBTYPHOO
MoesuTio. B peayabraTi 0yJi0 BCTAHOBJIEHO, 10 HANBU-
IIIe MICITe B COIAJIbHIN cTpaTU(IKAIII JTOCTIIKYBAHUX
TPYII HACEJIEHHS TI0CTaJIU IPeJICTABHUKN BUAIIHX cdep.
Ieit mrap me OyB OMHOPIIHMM 1 PO3IIABCS Ha MEHIIIL I'Py-
mu. Ha #oro 4o Ta BomHOYAC HA YOI JOCITIIKYBAHIX
CIIIJIBHOT CTOSLIA JIIIEPU PI3HOTO PO3MIPY JIIOACHKUX
rpyi (HaIpUKJIa, OKPpeMUX IJIeMeH Ta iX 00 eqHaHb) 3
HeomgHOpimHUM craTycoM. KouoBa apmcrorparisa cepej-
HBOTO PAHTY PO3TAIIOBYBaJIacsAd HA HusxdoMy 1madu. Jlo
i1 CKJIay BXOIWJIN TIPEJICTABHUKY POJUHHO-IIJIEMIHHOI
apUCTOKPATII, BOMKIlI MEHIIIUX IpoMas (PO/IiB), IO II0X0-
IISTH 13 TPYIIXA BUIIKUX KJIACIB HAMHMUKIOTO PAHTY, a Ta-
KOJK T. 3B. «eJITHI IpysKuHHUKN. Ha HallHm:KIOMY piB-
HI B lepapxii BUIIUX KJIACIB OyJIM IIPEJICTABHUKU EJIIT
HU3BKOTO0 paHry. BoHu Oyan HaWHEOTHOPITHIIIOK0 Yac-
THHOIO «JIICOCTEIIOBOD apucTokparii. Bosml HeBemKux
rpomMas, sSKi XOBAJIM CBOIX IIOMEPJIUX Ha JIeIKHX KJa-
JOBHUINAX / KYypraHHUX I'PyIIax, TAKOMK MaJIH ITOMI0HMMA
craryc. DopMaIbHO 151 TPyIla HAJEeKAIa J0 CePeqHixX
KJIaciB, TOOTO /10 HACeJIeHHs cepeaHboro crarycy. Lleit
map, SKUi € HalYUCJIEHHIIIO0 YaCTHHOK JTOCTIIIKYBA-
HUX TPOMAJ, PO3ILIMUBCA IIOHAWMEHIIEe HA Bl MEHII
rpynu. [lepiny rpymy ckiaamaiu iX 3aMOMKHI IIpecTaB-
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HUKH, TOJI SK JAPYry I'PYILY CKJIAIAJIN PEIITa IPOCTUX
Jioned 13 cepedHim crarycoMm. HalHwmxynmii paHr B
iepapxii OQIIIAHO BLILHUX WJIEHIB IOCJIIMKYBAHUX
rpoMaJi 3aiiMaJio He HAJTO YMCJIEHHEe HANOLIHiIe Ha-
CeJIeHHS («61L[H0Ta») CIHCOK coliaTbHUX npomame
Ta IpyI, AKl MOKHA BUILIMTA B MEKAX AHAJN30BAHUX
TPyIl HACEJIeHHS, 3aKPUBAIOTh KaTeropil HaCeJIeHH,
IEeBHOI0 MIPOI0 3aJIesKHI BIJI 0C10, K1 IOCIIAMTEH BUIIN
paHr B iepapxii (cayru Ta momarnHi pabu). Ilpu imTep-
mperariii Bi3epyHKY COIlaJIbHOI CTPYKTYPH, OTPUMAHO-
T'0 JJIST JOCJIIZKYBAHUX TPOMAJT, TAKOMK OYyJI0 IIOPYIIIEHO
HUTAHHS BIAMIHHOCTEH y KIJIBKOCTI MOI'HJI, IO HAJIe-
JKATh [IOMEPJINM, K1 3afiMaTh Pi3HI MICIIS B iepapxii.
Bouu mpoBOKyIOTH IUTAHHS PO CTYIIHBb peIrpe3eHTa-
THBHOCTI OTPUMAHUX crocTepeskeHb. OcobanBo mpodJre-
MATHUYHOIO TYT € HAJ3BUYANHO BUCOKA YaCTKA II0XOBAHbD
IpPEeICTABHUKIB BHIIMX KJACIB. ¥ CTATTI BKA3yE€ThCS
K1JIbKa MOJKJIMBUX TPAKTYBAHB TAKOI'O CTAHY pevei, ce-
pen SIKuX HaoOIPYHTOBAHIIIIOI € Te3a, IO I1e Pe3yib-
TaT HEeJOOLIHKHU KiJIbKOCTI IIOXOBAHbD, II0OB I3aHUX 3 Ka-
TEropisiMu HACEJIEHH, 110 3aiMAalTh HUKIY IOSULIII0
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B lepapxii, 110 BUHUKAE BHACJIJIOK PISHUX (PAKTOPIB
(B ocHOBHOMY cTaHy [KepesbHOI 6asm). Ha me Brasye,
HAIIpUKJIAL, TON (akT, 10 cepel PIZHUX MOTUIBHUX
KOMILJIEKCIB, IIOB’SI3aHUX 3 06I‘OBOpIOBaHI/IMI/I rpoma-
maMu, skl He OyJIu BRJIIOYEHI B PO3PAXyHKH, nepesa-
SKAIOTh T1 3 PUCAMU, XapaKTePHUMHU IS TPYIL, Kl €
MICIISIMU CIIOYUHKY IIPEICTABHUKIB CEPeIHIX 1 HUKIUX
KJIACIB.

Karouosi ciiora: moxoBasibHUIT 00psijI, coIliaibHA
crparudikairis, Jlicocremose Ilpunninpos’s, ckidu.
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