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The first winter record of Nyctalus noctula in northeastern Ukraine. — I. Merzlikin. — The common noc-
tule is considered a typical species of migratory bats in the forest-steppe of northeastern Ukraine. In the last few
years, the species has shown a tendency to expand its wintering range. Wintering common noctules were re-
corded throughout Ukraine, including neighbouring with the current record regions. The first record of the spe-
cies during winter in the territory of Sumy region is noted. The finding of an individual (young male) of the
common noctule in the basement of a multi-storey building in Sumy city on 10 January 2017 is described. The
present record expands the boundaries of the currently recognized wintering range of the species to 150 km
northward and 200 km eastward from other known winter record localities of the species.
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[epma 3umoBa 3Haxinka Nyctalus noctula na niBHiuHomy cxoni Ykpainu. — 1. Mep3aikin. — Bewipaums
JI03ipHA € THIIOBHM TEPENiTHAM BUIOM Ka)KaHIB JICOCTENy MIBHIYHO-CXiTHOI YKpaiHW, SKUH B OCTaHHI pPOKH
MIPOSIBIISIE TEHCHIIIIO 10 PO3MIMPEHHS 3UMIBEIBHOTO apeay. BedipHuIio 103ipHy peecTpyBaly Ha MICISIX 3H-
MiBJIi 110 BCil YkpaiHi, y ToMy 4ncii i B cyMibkHEX 13 CyMcbKoIo obsacTsix. BigmiueHo nepmmii BUIIagox pe-
ectpauii Buxy B 3uMoBHi yac Ha Teputopii Cymcpkoi o0 Omnucano 3HaxinKy oaHiel ocoOuHM (MOJOMi ca-
Mellb) BEUipHHLI JO3ipHOI y mifBaii GararomoBepxoBoro OyaumHky B M. Cymu 10.01.2017 p. s peecrtpariis
PO3LIMPIOE MEXKi BiJOMOTO 3UIMOBOTO apeany BuAy Ha 150 kM miBHiuHime i Ha 200 KM cXiaHimIe Bif iHIIKX Bi-
JIOMHUX MiCIIb 3HaX1/I0K BHIY B 3MIMOBHI 4ac.

KnrouoBi cinoBa: Nyctalus noctula, 3uMiBIis, 3MMOBI 3HaXi/IKH, MiBHIYHO-cXiqHa YKpaina, CyMu.

Introduction

The current state of the development of fauna is characterized by significant changes of the mi-
gration status of a number of species, including bats. Among the species that during the last decades
have shown a tendency to expand their wintering range is the common nuctule (Zagorodniuk, Re-
brov, 2014). It is a typical migrant bet species of the forest-steppe of northeastern Ukraine (Abelent-
sev, Popov, 1956; Zagorodniuk, 2001). However, during recent years several cases of findings of
wintering individuals of this species were reported throughout Ukraine, including the neighbouring
regions such as Kharkiv, Chernihiv, and Poltava (Vlashchenko, 1999; Rodenko et al., 2014; Prilut-
skaya, Vlashchenko, 2013; Godlevska, 2015), thus it was expected to find the species in the Sumy
region as well.

The author have gathered data on records of bats in Sumy city and in the Sumy region for many
years. They include results of the author’s own investigations, as well as data on animals brought by
colleagues, students, and townspeople who are interested in this group of animals. A special atten-
tion is paid to synanthropic species and those which are in the process of synanthropization.

The aim of the present work is to describe the first case of finding of the common noctule dur-
ing winter in the territory of the Sumy region.
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Results and discussion

A bat identified as a common noctule was brought to the Department of Human and Animal Bi-
ology. It was a young male with unworn tooth crowns. The bat was found on 10 January 2017 in a
basement of a multi-storey building in Sumy city. It was a single record and no bats were discovered
here earlier. Since the common noctule hibernates in groups (Abelentsev, Popov, 1968), it is possible
that this individual got to the basement due to disturbance of the wintering colony in which it was
hibernating originally. The bat was severely exhausted because it was kept in a cardboard box with-
out proper care or several days, and, eventually, died. The length of its forearm was 55 mm, its
weight 20.5 g. The species identification was confirmed by colleagues (I. Zagorodniuk, pers.
comm.).

Currently, the wintering of the common noctule is known for 23 of the 25 administrative re-
gions of Ukraine (Godlevska, 2015). The described here record expands the known boundaries of the
wintering range of the common noctule in Ukraine. It is possible that the species hibernated in the
Sumy region earlier, but it remained unknown until recently. Curiously, the present finding is from
the basement of a multi-storey building, which is not a characteristic wintering shelter of the com-
mon noctule in Ukraine (Godlevska, 2012).

This is the first winter record of the common noctule in northeastern Ukraine. It can serve as
evidence for the formation of a new part of the species’ wintering range located far from the closest
winter sightings, namely ca. 150 km northward and northwestward from Poltava and Kharkiv and
200 km eastward from Nizhyn.
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