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The article is devoted to the outstanding Soviet scientist - virologist VM Zhdanov.
V.M. Zhdanov first USSR stimulated studies of HIV infection. His studies on the
classification of viruses are highly appreciated in the world, and he was invited to
become a member of the International Committee on Taxonomy of Viruses. VM
Zhdanov focused on the fight against polio, and the incidence of paralytic polio has
been reduced to a minor problem. In a memorial conference in honor of Viktor
Zhdanov virologists attended from 30 countries.
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Viktor Zhdanov was born in the
Ukraine on February 13, 1914 and
emerged as a leading virologist of the
Soviet Union with a strong international
reputation. In the year 2014, one
century after his birth, a commemoration
of his important contributions to the
prevention of infectious diseases is
appropriate.

His proposal to the World Health
Assembly in 1958 that the WHO should

undertake the global eradication of
smallpox is undoubtedly a highlight in his
scientific career. Twenty one years later
(1979) the following proclamation was
made public during a WHO meeting in
Geneva : We, the members of the global
commission for the certification of
smallpox eradication, certify that smallpox
has been eradicated from the world. It
should be emphasized that this
impressive result could only be
accomplished in a joined effort by many
scientists like Fenner, Henderson and
others as described in Smallpox and its
Eradication (Fenner et al.,1988).

Viktor Zhdanov death in 1987, two
years before the glasnost, has been
accelerated by the heavy burden of the
Soviet regime. However despite of these
serious limitations he has succeeded to
play a key role in the development of
virology. As director of the Ivanowsky
Institute he stimulated research of HIV
infection while the officials ignored the
presence of AIDS in the USSR. Under
his guidance the Ilvanowsky Institute was
upgraded to a contemporary scientific
center for virus research. From 1955
to 1960 he was Deputy Minister of Health
of the USSR and in that period of time
(1958) he made his proposal for smallpox
eradication.

After his graduation from medical
school in 1936 he was enlisted in the
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army as a military doctor and studied
under primitive conditions the
epidemiology of infectious hepatitis which
resulted in 1946 in the defense of his
thesis entitled “Infectious Hepatitis”. In
that year he was invited by the Institute
of Epidemiology and Microbiology and
was appointed Director in 1958. His
studies on virus classification were highly
evaluated and he was invited to become
a member of the International committee
of virus taxonomy. Furthermore he
focused his attention on control of
infectious diseases by vaccination and
hygiene. Mass vaccination with oral live
poliovaccine was strongly advocated by
Zhdanov and paralytic poliomyelitis was
reduced to a minor problem.

Despite the serious limitations
because of the regime he was able to
collaborate with the western scientific
community, which highly appreciated his
contributions to the fight of infectious
diseases. After his death in 1987
virologists from more than 30 countries
attended a memorial conference in
honour of Victor Zhdanov. This
Centenary is a tribute to the life of a
great scientist.

Pe3lome

K CTOJIETUIO CO AHA POXAEHW4A
BUKTOPA MUXAMJTOBUYA XIOAHOBA
BykpuHckas A.T.,

XXaH BaH nep Hoopnaa

CtaTbs nocBsuleHa BblgaloWemMycs
COBETCKOMY Yy4eHOMYy - Bupyconory B.M.
KoaHoBY, KOTOPbLI BHEC BaXHbI BKNaj,
B NPOMUNAKTUKY MHPEKLIMOHHbBIX 3abone-
BaHWW, 0COOEHHO, Mo NMKBMUAALMN OCHbI
B mupe. B.M. XpgaHoB nepsbim B CCCP
ctumynuposan uccnegosanna BUY-uH-
dekunn. Ero nccnepgoBaHns no knaccu-

dunkauum BUPYCOB BbICOKO OLLEHEHbl B
MUpe, MU OH OblN nNpurnaleH craTb yne-
HOM MexAayHapogHOro KoMuteTa no Tak-
coHomum Bupycos. B.M. XpaHoB cocpe-
[0OoTO4YMN CBOE BHMMaHue Ha 6opbbe C
noAMoMmMennuTomM, n 3aboneBaemMocTb na-
PaMTUYECKUM NOANOMUNENNTOM Obinia Co-
KpaweHa 00 He3HaYNTeNbHOW NPOBneMbI.
B memopunanbHOW KOHGpEPEHUUN B YECTb
BukTtopa XpaHoBa NpuHAnM yvyacTtue
Bupycosorm n3d 30-Tum cTpaH mupa.

KnouyeBbie cnoBa: Buktop >KgaHoB
Pe3iome

OO CTOPIHYA 3 AHA HAPOOXEHHA
BIKTOPA MUXANNIOBWYA XZAHOBA

bykpuHcbkuni A.T.,
XaH BaH nep Hoopnaaa

CtatTa npuceBsyeHa BMOaTHOMY pa-
OSTHCbKOMY BYE€HOMY - Bipycosnory B.M.
KnaHoByY, AKU BHIC BaXXIMBU BHECOK Y
NPo@iNakTnKy iHPEKLINHNX 3axXBOPKOBaHb,
ocob6nmBo, 3 nikBigauii Bicnu B cBiTi. B.M.
)Kpoanos nepwum B CPCP ctumynioBaB
nocnipxeHHs BlJT-iHdekuii. Moro pocnia-
XeHHs 3 knacudikauii BipyciB BUCOKO
OuiHEeHi B CBiTi, i BiH OyB 3anpolweHuni
cTatu 4ineHoM MiXHapOoOHOro KoMIiTeTy 3
TakcoHOMiT Bipycie. B.M. XpaHoB 30ce-
peonB CBOW yBary Ha 60poTbbi 3 nonio-
MIENITOM, | 3aXBOPIOBAHICTb NapasiTU4HNM
noniomienitom Oyna ckopo4deHa A0 He-
3Ha4HoiI nNpobnemMn. Y MmemMopianbHili KOH-
depeHuii Ha 4YyecTb BikTopa >XpaHoBa
B34/ y4yacTb Bipyconoru 3 30-Tu kpaiH
CBITY.

Knioyosi cnosa: Biktop >KnaHos

Bniepsbie noctynuna B pegakumio 24.04.2014 r.
PekomeHgoBaHa K rnedYatn Ha 3acenaHum
pPenakunoHHOM KOI1erum nocae peLeH3npoBaHus
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