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The paper deals with the factors of involvement in the work of voluntary or philan -
thropic organizations in European countries. Multiple linear regression and cor -
relation analysis based on the data of the third wave of European Social Survey
(ESS-3) were used to reveal the above mentioned issue. The analysis has shown that
socio-economic factors and key components of the social capital — trust to people and
communication with other people — proved to be uninfluential. Other components of
the social capital (active aid to other people, help or participation in local arrange -
ments), and socio-political practices proved to be most influential and widely-spread
among population of most European countries. The behavioral character of these
influential factors is common for them.
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Introduction

Par tic i pa tion in the ac tiv i ties of vol un tary bod ies and char i ties – an im por -
tant com po nent of civil so ci ety de vel op ment. As a re sult of mu tual in flu ence and
in ter ac tion in as so ci a tions their mem bers gain ex pe ri ence of be ing re spon si ble for 
group de ci sions. Peo ple of dif fer ent so cial groups em bod ied in an as so ci a tion be -
come far more mod er ate and tol er ant. Among many rea sons mo ti vat ing peo ple to
join into groups – is de cen tral iza tion of po lit i cal sys tem that stim u lates growth of 
num ber of groups and di ver sity of ways to ac cess man age ment to re al ize their
own in ter ests. Pub lic or ga ni za tions are mainly fo cused on spe cial ized in ter ests.
Al though some times ac tiv ity of such or ga ni za tions spread over into so cial is sues
of a larger scale. His tor i cally these groups be came spokespeople of the mod ern -
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iza tion era and one of the main forms of civil so ci ety struc tur ing. T. Par sons
marked out such im por tant traits of as so ci a tions as egal i tar i an ism, vol un tari ness, 
com pli ance with pro ce dures of de ci sion-mak ing [Par sons, 1998: p. 41–43]. At
the same time he thought that first as so ci a tions were Chris tian sects, in de pend -
ent of ascriptively formed com mu ni ties (ethnical or ter ri to rial) and fo cused on
de fined re li gious tasks re lated to sav ing of the soul of each in di vid ual hu man
[Par sons, 1998: p. 47–48]. So ci ol o gists are also in clined to con nect their ac tiv ity
in vol un tary as so ci a tions with a high de gree of so cial dif fer en ti a tion, which is the
con se quence of mod ern iza tion. In S. Hun ting ton’s judge ment, po lit i cally de vel -
oped so ci ety dif fers from un de vel oped first and fore most with quan tity, value and 
ef fec tive ness of the vol un tary bod ies ex ist ing in it [Hun ting ton, 2004: p. 105]. In
com plex so ci et ies rises a de mand for cre ation of mul ti ple or ga ni za tions and
groups to achieve goals.

In stud ies of peo ple’s in volve ment in Ukraine’s pub lic or ga ni za tions at ten -
tion is paid to the dy nam ics of changes of socio-demographical char ac ter is tics of
its mem bers [Avuyeva, 2003; Bekeshkina, 2008; Stegniy, 2007]. It ap pears that
mem bers of pub lic and po lit i cal or ga ni za tions stand out by hav ing a higher level
of ed u ca tion and in ter est in pol i tics, Internet us age, com mit ment to activistic
and dem o cratic val ues and be long ing to the mid dle class. IT has been noted that
west ern re gion’s pop u lace is more pre dis posed to mem ber ship in or ga ni za tions
than oth ers. More over, it turns out that par tic i pa tion in re li gious or ga ni za tions
and church com mu ni ties is ap pro pri ate for the west ern part of Ukraine while for
the east ern part – mem ber ship in po lit i cal par ties is ap pro pri ate. These re sults al -
low out lin ing of the ap prox i mate so cial por trait of the mem bers of socio-po lit i cal
or ga ni za tions. In the di rect study of the fac tors of mem ber ship in pub lic or ga ni za -
tions, par tial in flu ence of the ideo log i cal and re gional de lim i ta tion, ed u ca tion, in -
ter est in pol i tics and po lit i cal iden ti fi ca tion is shown. Yet the big gest and most
sta ble in flu ence in pub lic or ga ni za tions is pro vided by ac tive lei sure skills, like
sports, in par tic u lar [Reznik, 2009].

The at tained re sults of the stud ies, how ever, mostly show sin gu lar slice of the
so cio log i cal in for ma tion rel a tive to the prob a ble for mal par tic i pa tion in a pub lic
or ga ni za tion. It lacks fix a tion of de pend en cies that could state con nec tion to
long par tic i pa tion in the work of these or ga ni za tions. There ex ists a de mand for
the ap pli ca tion of sta tis ti cal meth ods, ca pa ble of ad e quate re pro duc tion of el e -
ments of the o ret i cal groundworks in case of sta bil ity de ter mi nants and re peat -
abil ity of be hav ioural forms of func tion ing of civil so ci ety in con text of dif fer -
ences of po lit i cal and socio-eco nomic de vel op ment of dif fer ent Eu ro pean coun -
tries.

The o ret i cal meth ods

From the vast amount of the o ret i cal meth ods that ex plain work in volve ment
fac tors of vol un tary bod ies and char i ties, some prove to be ef fec tive and prac ti -
cally sig nif i cant in mod ern em pir i cal stud ies. Socio-eco nomic sta tus, which is
tra di tion ally de fined as an in come, ca reer, and ed u ca tion level etc. de riv a tive is
con sid ered by socio-eco nom i cal method as an in cen tive for civic ac tiv i ties and
par tic i pa tion in vol un tary body. A high socio-eco nom i cal sta tus gives ad van -
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tages to a per son, be cause it grants pos ses sion of in for ma tion, skills and com pe -
tence that are needed. It also as sists adop tion of the es sen tial stan dards and mod -
els of civic be hav ior (in clud ing the sense of a civic duty), that may stick out as
mo tives of in volve ment of a per son into vol un tary bod ies, that al low ac qui si tion
of ex pe ri ence and needed sup port from of fi cial au thor i ties. Socio-eco nomic sta -
tus is de ter mined by  dis tri bu tion of the fol low ing so cial re sources: ed u ca tion,
which forms the habit of look ing for new in for ma tion, readi ness to ac quire new
skills and abil ity to self-mo bi lize; money, avail abil ity of which frees up time for
par tic i pa tion in civic ac tiv i ties; high so cial sta tus and pres tige, to the bear ers of
which au thor i ties lis ten to more will ingly; and fi nally, sep a rate be hav ioural
skills, for ex am ple, abil ity to skill fully state his de mands in a sim ple man ner that is 
ac cept able for pol i ti cians and bu reau crats. While study ing is sue of strat i fi ca tion
of po lit i cal ac tiv ity, Verba, Schlozman and Brady ap plied the Civic Vol un ta rism
Model. Ba sic fac tors of this model are re sources, mo ti va tion and mo bi li za tion
[Verba, Schlozman, Brady, 1995: p. 269–273; Verba, 2005]. All three of these fac -
tors mu tu ally am plify each other and pro vide cu mu la tive po lit i cal ad van tages to
its bear ers. How ever, the study proves that re source short age im pedes ac tiv ity
far stron ger than lack of mo ti va tion though both mo ti va tion and re sources play a
cer tain role. At the same time, it has been es tab lished “that ac tiv ity con nected
with money ex pen di tures is di rectly de pend ent on the ed u ca tion, while the ac tiv -
ity, which is con nected with money ex pen di tures is de pend ent on the in come and
only in di rectly – on ed u ca tion by vir tue of its in flu ence on the in come level. Ac -
tiv ity, con nected with in come level and based on money, rather di rected at rich
and at pol i tics, that as sists the wealthy ones; ac tiv ity con nected to ed u ca tion and
time ta ble pro vided greater in flu ence in pol i tics to the in formed and tol er ant”
[Verba, 2005: с. 981]. This way, dis tinc tion be tween in flu ence of ed u ca tion and
in flu ence of in come makes so cial traits of civic ac tiv ity more ex pres sive, while
fac tors of time ta ble dif fer en ti a tion and money ex pen di ture ex poses the nature of
civic activity.

De ter mi nants of the civic so ci ety usu ally are ex plained by the the ory of the
so cial cap i tal. So cial cap i tal has var i ous man i fes ta tions in tra di tions of civic cul -
ture of cer tain coun tries. Ac cord ing to the ory of so cial cap i tal civic ac tiv ity is
caused by an ac cu mu lated so cial re source or to be more pre cise by re sid ing in in -
for mal net works, ac tiv i ties in the pub lic or ga ni za tions and by trust in peo ple and
so cial in sti tutes [Demkiv, 2004]. Namely, socio-cul tural fac tors pre vailed in the
em pir i cal study of the civic ac tiv ity in mod ern It aly, which was con ducted by a
com pos ite au thor headed by R.Patnem. Den sity of the mem ber ship in as so ci a -
tions is first of all con nected with the level of in ter per sonal trust be tween cit i zens
and their per cep tion of the level of mu tu al ity and co op er a tion [Putnam, 2001:
p. 199–226.]. Operationalization of so cial cap i tal is used in other em pir i cal stud -
ies, where be sides the early men tioned of ten are used such fac tors as col lec tive ef -
fi ciency, sense of com mon al ity, neigh bors sol i dar ity, com mu nity aware ness.
Along with this im por tant fac tor there are out side home con nec tions, par tic u -
larly ac tive par tic i pa tion in the lo cal life. Length of res i dency on a cer tain ter ri -
tory, reg u lar con tacts with friends, rel a tives, neigh bors and pres ence of rel a tives
liv ing in close vi cin ity it self as sists ac cel er a tion of an in di vid ual in a so cial struc -
ture [Fahmy, 2006: р. 63–65]. It is ex actly pro pen sity for so cial in ter ac tion based
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on the place of res i dency that makes an in di vid ual able to reach mu tual un der -
stand ing with like-minded peo ple. Abil ity to in ter act in the pro cess of in volve -
ment into a vol un tary body forms co op er a tion skills, that help form ing hor i zon tal 
net works of civic society.

One more im por tant in volve ment fac tor in pub lic as so ci a tions is con sid ered
to be – ex pe ri ence of po lit i cal par tic i pa tion. Sep a rate kinds of po lit i cal par tic i pa -
tion that pro vide skills of so cial in ter ac tion, con tact ing the au thor i ties, col lect -
ing sig na tures for pe ti tions etc. si mul ta neously help such im por tant for the civil
so ci ety dem o cratic skills as as tolerancy [Di a mond, 1999; Hooghe, 2003]. This
kind of ex pla na tion of for ma tion of be hav ioural forms of civil so ci ety gives a con -
cept of civil prac tices in a tran si tory so ci ety [Reznik, 2011]. This con cept ex am -
ines civic ac tiv ity as an in car na tion of as pi ra tion to re al ize socio-po lit i cal re forms
of an ac tive part of a tran si tory so ci ety. In that way, civic prac tices are sys tem atic, 
reproductable and con stant ac tions of dif fer ent so cial en ti ties (in di vid u als and
groups) in pub lic sphere, ap pear ing to be a form of re al iza tion of their own in ter -
ests and pro vid ing ex is tence, re pro duc tion and trans for ma tion of so cial and po -
lit i cal in sti tutes. Through civic prac tices be comes ap par ent a phe nom e non of
civic-mind ed ness – ci vil ian’s rec og ni tion of one’s rights and re spon si bil i ties in
the life of the coun try, cre ation of con di tions for a most ex haus tive un cov er ing of
one’s po ten tial, one’s cre ative self-ex pres sion. In the pro cess of institutio naliza -
tion of pub lic sphere as an in for mal net work for ex change of in for ma tion and
stand points its sub jects ac quire or ga ni za tional skills and air ing of one’s views,
this way pro duc ing civic prac tices. On the other hand, po lit i cal au thor i ties grad -
u ally de velop an abil ity to ap pre hend pub lic opin ion and lis ten to it. There fore,
pub lic opin ion ac quires con trol ling func tions through civic prac tices. Mo ment of 
pub lic’s tran si tory state stresses the sphere of pol i tics, as it is in this con di tions
trans for ma tion of the po lit i cal space per pet u ally oc curs. If pub lic or ga ni za tions
in volve ment in sta ble dem o cratic com mu ni ties can be de ter mined by so cial cap i -
tal of ac tive in di vid u als, then or ga ni za tional type of civic ac tiv i ties of a so ci ety in
a tran si tory state is mainly com bined with socio-political practices.

And fi nally, em pir i cal stud ies of par tic i pa tion in pub lic or ga ni za tions show a
lim ited amount of in flu en tial fac tors. In one of the ear li est em pir i cal stud ies of
fac tors of par tic i pa tion in pub lic as so ci a tions, a link be tween socio-eco nomic sta -
tus and readi ness to par tic i pate was ex posed [Scott, 1957]. A com par a tive study
showed a no tice able in flu ence of such fac tors as ed u ca tion (among better-ed u -
cated peo ple level of par tic i pa tion is higher), age (the older peo ple be come the
higher level of par tic i pa tion gets), em ploy ment (fully em ployed are more in -
clined to par tic i pate than par tially em ployed). Yet such fac tors as gen der, mar i tal 
sta tus, type of set tle ment peo ple live in were re vealed to have suf fi ciently low in -
flu ence [Curtis, Grabb, Baer, 1992]. Sim i lar re sults were also re ported in a Brit ish 
study [Moyser, Parry, 1997]. These con clu sions have some thing in com mon with
points of a civic vol un ta rism model in re la tion to im por tance of re source fac tors.
A com par a tive study that was con ducted in 33 dem o cratic coun tries showed that
vol un tary mem ber ship in as so ci a tions is more in te gral among those na tions for
which these con di tions are met: (1) multiconfessional Chris tian and pre dom i -
nantly protestant re li gious for ma tions, (2) long and con stant func tion ing of
dem o cratic in sti tu tions, (3) socio-dem o cratic  or lib eral-dem o cratic po lit i cal
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sys tems and (4) high level of eco nomic de vel op ment. Among na tions that meet
such con di tions are Amer i cans, Ca na di ans, Dutch and Scan di na vian na tions
[Curtis, Baer, Grabb, 2001]. These re sults should be ac counted for as ev i dence of
in flu ence of re li gious fac tor. More over, Nai and Verba in their po lit i cal par tic i pa -
tion de ter mi na tion model along with po lit i cal in volve ment fac tors and party
iden ti fi ca tion ap plied such psy cho log i cal fac tor as sense of per sonal in volve ment
in one’s com mu nity af fairs [Verba, Nie, 1987]. This fac tor ex poses a link be tween
per son al ity and com mu nity, con fi dence in im por tance of one’s con tri bu tion to
pub lic ben e fit, and there fore for ma tion of the sense of “Us”, that is un doubt edly
as sists col lec tive forms of activity.

On the one hand, eco nomic ex am i na tion of the the ory of so cial cap i tal shows
sub stan tial cor re la tion of all types of civic ac tiv i ties with in volve ment in vol un -
tary ac tiv i ties and in for mal net works. Al though it is par a dox i cal that con nec tion
betw4een civic ac tiv i ties and trust to oth ers was re vealed to be neg a tive [Pattie,
Seyd, Whiteley, 2003: р. 458]. Other em pir i cal stud ies also re vealed a weak con -
nec tion of the so cial cap i tal model, es pe cially trust fac tor to civic ac tiv ity
[Fahmy, 2003; Fahmy, 2006]. In a sim i lar study in Ukraine, only one of the fac -
tors of so cial cap i tal had a strong, but neg a tive in flu ence on a de pend ent vari able
in the lat est years – trust be tween fam ily mem bers and rel a tives. Noteably a link
is traced be tween ab sence of trust be tween fam ily mem bers and rel a tives and par -
tic i pa tion in pub lic or ga ni za tions. Here the case in ques tion is not about the de -
nial of con cept of so cial cap i tal, but about a per son not find ing un der stand ing and 
sup port from his house hold mem bers, that looks for such among like-minded peo -
ple in pub lic or ga ni za tions [Reznik, 2011: p. 260–264].

Thus, anal y sis of em pir i cal stud ies of work in volve ment fac tors of vol un tary
bod ies and char i ties, all in all, proved ef fec tive ness of the top ics the o ret i cal
groundworks. Com par a tive cross-cul tural so cio log i cal stud ies show, that most
re pro duced are socio-eco nomic fac tors (ed u ca tion, in come and em ploy ment)
and key op er a tional fac tors of the so cial cap i tal (trust in peo ple, mu tual as sis -
tance, reg u lar con tacts with peo ple at the place of res i dency, par tic i pa tion in the
lo cal com mu nity’s life etc.). Be sides, re li gious prac tices should be taken into ac -
count in the anal y sis of par tic i pa tion in vol un tary as so ci a tions. At ten tion to -
wards socio-po lit i cal prac tices looks prom is ing for the meth od olog i cal ap pli ca -
tion in our study.

Data de scrip tion

Em pir i cal base is formed by the body of the third wave of the in ter na tional
com par a tive pro ject “Eu ro pean So cial Sur vey” (ESS-3), that was con ducted
through the years of 2006-2007. In the ques tion naire of the third wave of study
were ques tions that were di rected at study ing the is sues of civic ac tiv ity. A sur -
vey is con ducted once in ev ery two years among pop u lace of  Eu ro pean coun tries
and is fo cused on the im por tant so cio log i cal in di ces un der a com mon for all coun -
ties programme and sam ple group, which is rep re sen ta tive of the Eu ro pean coun -
tries’  adult pop u lace. The sur vey was con ducted in Ukraine by Ukrai nian In sti -
tute of So ci ol ogy of the Na tional Acad emy of Sci ences em ploy ees; a “SOCIS”
firm’s poll ing cir cuit was used through a ran dom (zoned) sam ple group. The sam -
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pled pop u la tion was made up of Ukraine’s cit i zens, age 15 and above. Ukraine’s
head of the pro ject and  na tional rep re sen ta tive in the ex ec u tive com mit tee of the
ESS pro ject is E.Golovaha, na tional co or di na tor is A.Gorbachik, na tional ex pert
at that time was N.Panina. Fund ing of the pro ject’s im ple men ta tion in Ukraine
was pro vided by the Ukraine’s Na tional Acad emy of Sci ences and the “Vid -
rodzhennya” fund.

Pro ce dure and re search meth od ol ogy

To iden tify work in volve ment fac tors of vol un tary bod ies and char i ties in
Eu ro pean coun tries method of mul ti ple lin ear re gres sions was ap plied. This
method al lows a most pre cise study of in flu ence of dif fer ent fac tors on the de -
pend ent vari able with an or di nal scale. To build a mul ti ple lin ear re gres sion a
method of au to matic in put of fac tors of a model (En ter) was ap plied, be cause it
al lows to dem on strate clearly the in flu ence of all the va ri ety of cer tain fac tors
through the de ter mi na tion co ef fi cient R2. As a vari able an or der vari able E1 was
used (by the ques tion an swered: “Within the last 12 months, how of ten did you
par tic i pate in any vol un tary so cially ben e fi cial ac tiv i ties or any char i ties?”),
mea sured on an 6 point scale with the avail able re sponses: “1 – at least once in a
week; 2 – at least once in a month; 3 – at least once in ev ery 3 months; 4 – at least
once in ev ery six months”; 5 – even more rarely; 6 – never”. As in de pend ent vari -
ables used in the body of ESS-3 (for more de tail see : Ap pen dix), the next fac tors
were se lected: 1) socio-eco nomic re sources(ed u ca tion, em ploy ment, in come);
2) so cial cap i tal (trust in peo ple, com mu ni ca tion with other peo ple, ac tive as sis -
tance to other peo ple, par tic i pa tion in lo cal events); 3) re li gious prac tices (reg u -
lar church at ten dance for the pur pose of pray ing); 4) socio-po lit i cal prac tices
(be hav ioural forms of po lit i cal par tic i pa tion).

To sort the fac tors based on the rel a tive strength of in flu ence of these vari -
ables on the de pend able or der vari able, a con nec tion that was based on the
Pearson’s co ef fi cient (Pearson’s R) was mea sured, which along with the ex pla na -
tion of strength of the con nec tion also showed the type of con nec tion (from -1 to
1), namely a straight line, pos i tive or a neg a tive feed back.  First and fore most, to
re veal a sta tis ti cal link, co ef fi cients’ sig nif i cance must be taken into ac count
(sig.), which should n’t ex ceed the value of “0,05”.

Re sults

Dis tri bu tion of the fre quency of work in volve ment in vol un tary bod ies and
char i ties in each Eu ro pean coun try dem on strates dif fer ences in the level of
socio-eco nomic de vel op ment (see ta ble 1). The high est fre quency of par tic i pa -
tion in vol un tary so cially ben e fi cial ac tiv i ties or in char i ties is mainly  re -
presented in west ern Eu ro pean coun tries — Aus tria, Great Brit ain, Den mark,
Neth er lands, Ger many, Nor way, Fin land, France and Swit zer land. The low est
fre quency is in post-so cial is tic coun tries (Bul garia, Es to nia, Po land, Rus sia,
Slovakia, Slovenia, Hun gary and Ukraine).
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Table 1

Allocation of the answers of  the European countries’ citizens to the question: 
“ Within the last 12 months, how often did you participate in any voluntary 

socially beneficial activities or any charities?”, 2006–2007, %

Countries Once in a 
week

Once in a
month

Once in
every
three

months

Once in
every six
months

Even
more
rarely

Never Total

Austria 12,9 13,0  7,2  5,8 19,2 41,9 100,0

Belgium  7,7  6,5  6,0  5,1  9,9 64,7 100,0

Bulgaria  0,4  0,4  0,7  0,5  4,9 93,0 100,0

Great Britain  9,1  7,8  5,5  6,5 11,9 59,2 100,0

Hungary  1,7  2,6  1,6  3,0  9,3 81,8 100,0

Germany 13,0 14,2  6,2  3,0 10,2 53,4 100,0

Denmark 10,2  9,8  6,0  5,6 11,5 56,9 100,0

Ireland  8,9  9,3  5,3 11,0 14,6 51,0 100,0

Spain  2,3  8,5  4,9  5,9 17,4 61,0 100,0

Cyprus  1,2  3,7  4,6  8,0 27,1 55,3 100,0

Netherlands 17,4 10,9  5,8  5,0 10,4 50,5 100,0

Norway  9,1 14,0 10,5  9,7 23,6 33,2 100,0

Poland  0,7  1,5  1,4  3,2  6,6 86,7 100,0

Portugal  2,6  2,5  3,6  8,6 16,2 66,5 100,0

Russia  1,5  1,3  2,4  4,6  7,8 82,5 100,0

Slovakia  1,5  2,6  2,0  3,4 14,3 76,1 100,0

Slovenia  5,1  7,2  5,1  8,1 10,3 64,3 100,0

Ukraine  1,9  4,3  3,6  6,6  6,0 77,7 100,0

Finland  4,6  8,4  6,6 10,5 19,3 50,7 100,0

France 11,9  8,1  4,4  4,2  6,6 64,9 100,0

Switzerland 18,2 12,8  6,4  5,9 10,4 46,3 100,0

Sweden  5,8  5,9  4,3  3,4 12,1 68,4 100,0

Estonia  1,7  2,0  2,1  3,7  8,4 82,1 100,0

Such arrangement of countries is seen even when the shares of those who
participated only once in a voluntary socially beneficial activities or charities are
taken into account (see pic.). More than a half of populace has experience of being 
involved in horizontal networks of civil society in such countries as Norway,
Austria, Switzerland, Netherlands, Finland and Ireland. In the post- socialistic
countries (with the exception of Slovenia) the share of one-time and more
participation makes up around 20% and less.
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Pic. Share of those, who participated in voluntary socially beneficial activities or charities at 
least once, 2006-2007

Definition of equations of multiple linear regressions in European countries
revealed differences in shares of influence of all factors on the dependent order
variable of work involvement of voluntary bodies and charities (see table 2).
Values of the R2 factors are considered fairly satisfactory (about 0,4  and higher)
in such countries as Austria, Germany, Portugal, Hungary and Ukraine. In
Ukraine this share turned out to be the highest – 0,533, that is the share of
influence of all the factors that could be explained by the multiple linear re -
gression, which makes up 53,3%. The smallest shares were recorded in Bulgaria
and Poland, where multiple regressions explain the influence of the factors that
were selected for the analysis within the scope of 12,7% and 17,6% accordingly.
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The Analysis of the standardized coefficients of the defined equation
(column b) reflects the influence of the relevant predictors on the dependent
variable. Among the factors included into the regression model, such in depen -
dent variables, as a paid job, income level (income satisfaction) and trust in
people, for the overwhelming amount of countries doesn’t exert a statistically
significant influence on the work involvement of the voluntary bodies and
charities (significance of such factors is shown in the column Sig.). Level of
education factor turned out to be an influential one only among seven countries
(Bulgaria, Ireland, Spain, Cyprus, Poland, Portugal, and Slovenia). On the other
hand, factor of communication with other people proved to be influential among
such countries as Belgium, Great Britain, Denmark, Cyprus, Netherlands, Ger -
many, Norway, Finland, France, Sweden and Switzerland.

The most widespread and influential among the absolute majority of
European countries are the factors of active assistance to other people, assistance
or participation in local events as well as the factor of socio-political practices.
Among all predictors, represented in equations as work involvement factors of
voluntary bodies or charities, the most influential one in the European countries
was the factor of assisting or participation in local events. Only in Finland and
Sweden the most influential was the factor of socio-political practices. For
Austria, Belgium and France the influence of the aforementioned factors was For
Austria, Belgium and France the influence of the aforementioned was mostly
similar. Meanwhile Spain’s and Netherland’s most influential factor was helping
other people. As for Ukraine the most influential was the factor of assistance or
participation in local events. The next nearest arranged by the influence are
factors of socio-political practices, active assistance to other people, religious
practices factor and trust in people factor.

The application of the Pearson’s partial correlation coefficient (Pearson’s R)
for sorting of the factors by the relative strength of influence of these variables on
the dependent order variable allowed to reveal statistical link (see table 3). The
most statistically strong(Pearson’s correlation coefficient R ≥ 0,4) and the most
widespread among the absolute majority of European countries are the inter -
connections between the factors of participation in the voluntary socially bene -
ficial activities or in charities and factors of  participation in local events, active
assistance to other people and socio-political practices. The highest correlation
coefficients between the work involvement factors of voluntary bodies or chariti -
es and the factor of assistance or participation in local events were shown in such
countries as Austria (0,493), Great Britain (0,495), Estonia (0,498), Ireland
(0,501), Cyprus (0,433), Germany (0,479), Norway (0,425), Portugal (0, 572),
Russia (0,474), Slovakia (0,451), Slovenia (0,453), Hungary (0,604), Ukraine
(0,676) and Switzerland (0,405). The highest correlation coefficients between
the dependent variable and the active assistance to other people factor are shown
in such countries as Austria (0,456), Ireland (0,424), Netherlands (0,472), Por -
tu gal (0,554), Hungary (0,405) and Ukraine (0,513). The highest correlation
coefficients between the work involvement factors of voluntary bodies or chariti -
es and socio-political practices factor were shown in such countries as Austria
(0,411), Germany (0,408) and Finland (0,422). It should be noted, that cor -
relation analysis revealed, although insignificant, but statistically meaningful

148 Со ци о ло гия: те о рия, ме то ды, мар ке тинг, 2013, 1

Alexander Reznik



Со ци о ло гия: те о рия, ме то ды, мар ке тинг, 2013, 1 149

Work involvement factors of voluntary bodies or charities in European countries

G
re

at
B

ri
ta

in
H

un
ga

ry
G

er
m

an
y

D
en

m
ar

k
Ir

el
an

d
S

pa
in

C
yp

ru
s

N
et

he
rl

an
ds

N
or

w
ay

P
ol

an
d

P
or

tu
ga

l
R

us
si

a
S

lo
va

ki
a

S
lo

ve
ni

a
U

kr
ai

ne
F

in
la

nd
F

ra
nc

e
S

w
it

ze
rl

an
d

S
w

ed
en

E
st

on
ia

A
us

tr
ia

B
el

gi
um

B
ul

ga
ri

a

C
ou

nt
ri

es

N
ot

e.
 I

n 
eq

ua
ti

on
s 

fo
r 

E
st

on
ia

, H
un

ga
ry

 a
nd

 U
kr

ai
ne

 in
de

x 
of

 in
co

m
e 

le
ve

l w
as

 e
xc

ha
ng

ed
 w

it
h 

in
de

x 
of

 in
co

m
e 

sa
ti

sf
ac

ti
on

. 

Ta
bl

e 
3

L
ev

el
 o

f
ed

uc
at

io
n

In
co

m
e 

le
ve

l
(i

nc
om

e
sa

ti
sf

ac
ti

on
)

T
ru

st
 in

ot
he

r 
pe

op
le

C
om

m
un

i-
ca

ti
on

 w
it

h
ot

he
r 

pe
op

le

A
ct

iv
e

as
si

st
an

ce
 t

o
ot

he
r 

pe
op

le

A
ss

is
ta

nc
e 

or
pa

rt
ic

ip
at

io
n

in
 lo

ca
l e

ve
nt

s

R
el

ig
io

us
pr

ac
ti

ce
s

S
oc

io
-

po
lit

ic
al

pr
ac

ti
ce

s

Co
rr

el
at

io
n 

be
tw

ee
n 

in
de

x 
of

 p
ar

ti
ci

pa
ti

on
 in

 v
ol

un
ta

ry
 s

oc
ia

ll
y 

be
ne

fi
ci

al
 a

ct
iv

it
ie

s 
or

 c
ha

ri
ti

es
 a

nd
 s

oc
ia

l f
ac

to
rs

, P
ea

rs
on

’s
 R

, 2
00

6–
20

07

P
ai

d 
jo

b



links between dependent variable and other independent variables. In particular, 
a connection among all the European was established with level of education and
among the majority of countries – a connection with the paid employment.

Summary

The main advantage of international comparative studies is the opportunity
to reproduce casual social phenomenons, which usually are conditioned by a
specified situation in a specified society. Comparison of factors influences on a
specified phenomenon allows revealing perpetual incentives that are at least
common in similar geographical conditions and have propensity toward identity
aggregation, in our case – European civilization. It is namely thanks to com -
parative study that revealed the most widespread determinants of European
countries’ civic society functioning.

The analysis has shown that socio-economic factors don’t impact the fre -
quency of voluntary bodies and charities work involvement on the whole. The
fact, that correlation analysis revealed statistically meaningful connections
between work involvement factors of voluntary bodies or charities and factors of
socio-economic resources and results of multiple linear regression equations has
levelled their influence and testifies to utilization of these factors in the mecha -
nism of a more complex determination model. It is demonstrative that key parts
of social capital – trust and communication with other people – were also
revealed uninfluential. While the other parts of the social capital (active assistan -
ce to others, aid or participation in local event) and socio-political practices
turned out to be most influential and most widespread among European countri -
es. And that is undoubtedly an example of effectiveness of theoretical methods
approach, which examine the conception of new institutions as a process of
accumulation of behavioural preconditions — social practices. Although con -
ditions of civil practices concept were confirmed only partially, because the
connection between frequency of participation in voluntary socially beneficial
activities or charities and socio-political practices proved not to be the strongest
one, the idea itself of the role of civil practices in the process of institutionali -
zation of public sphere materialized in full nevertheless. As analysis has shown
that in European countries participation in social and public activities creates
grounds for informal networks of social interaction,in thanks to which entities
gain skills of shaping and airing their views, exchange of information, thus
creating civil practices.

APPENDIX

Independent variables, used in the body of ESS-3

Level of education: measured on the basis of question F6: “What is the
highest level of education that you have received? ” on the 6 point scale with the
possible responses “0 — incomplete elementary education (less than 4 years of
high school); 1 — elementary education (4–7 years of high school); 2 — in -
complete secondary education (8–9 years of high school); 3 — complete
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secondary education (10–11 years of high school); 4 — specialized secondary
education (technical school, higher than the secondary, though still not higher
education); 5 — first degree of higher education (bachelor’s degree)”.

Paid job: dichotomic slack variable, that acquires the value of 1 for those who 
responded to question F8c: “Which of these options best of all describes your
situation in the course the last seven days?”, by marking the position “paid job (or 
temporary on vacation) or (wage worker, self-employed, family business job)”,
and the value of 0 — for those who didn’t mark the aforementioned position.

Level of the aggregated income: measured on the basis of question F32: “If
you combine your income from all the sources of income, what will your family’s
monthly aggregated net income (after the payment of all the taxes and manda -
tory assessments) be? ” using a created after the survey universal 12 point scale.

Quality of one’s own income: measured on the basis of question F33:
“Which of the statements on this card is the describes your current family income 
the best?” with the possible responses: “1 — I am living comfortably on the this
income; 2 — this income is liveable; 3 — this level of income creates some
hardships for me; 4 — this  level of income creates serious material hardships
for me”.

Trust in people: measured on the basis of the question A8: “How strongly
should you, in common, trust dealing with people or should you be more
cautious? ” scaling from 0 to 10 points, where 0 points means you should be
cautious, while 10 – is most people can be trusted.

Communication with other people: measured on the basis of question С4:
“Could you please tell, in comparison with your peers, how often do you com -
municate with other people – on your own volition, for your own pleasure and
not work-related? ” on the 5 point scale with possible responses: “1 — far lesser
than my peers; 2 — lesser, than most; 3 — approximately the same; 4 — more often
than most; 5 — far more often than most”.

Active assistance to other people: measured on the basis of question E2:
“Without regard for the things that you do for your family, at work or partici -
pating in activities of different public organizations, how often in the duration of
the last 12 months have you actively assisted other people? ” on a 6 point scale wit 
these possible responses: “1 — at least once a week; 2 — at least once a month; 3 —
at least once every three months; 4 — at least once every six months; 5 — even
rarer; 6 — never”.

Assistance or participation in local events: measured on the basis of ques -
tion Е3: “How often in the duration of the last 12 months have you helped or
participated in any public activity at the place of your residency?” on a 6 point
scale with these possible responses: “1 — at least once a week; 2 — at least once a
month; 3 — at least once every three months; 4 — at least once every six months;
5 — even rarer; 6 — never”.

Religious practicies: measured on the basis of question С22: “ Without
regard for such cases as weddings or burials how often do you attend church
(chapel, mosque, synagogue)? ” on a 7 point scale with these possible responses:
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“1 — every day; 2 — more than once a week; 3 — once a week; 4 — at least once a
month; 5 — only on religious holidays; 6 — even rarer; 7 — never”.

Socio-political practices: an additive index, built on responses to this
question: “Different ways exist to improve business in the country and assist the
prevention of serious problems. Had you happened to do anything, in the dura -
tion of the last 12 months, of the things I will know say?” and the calculation of
the arithmetic average values of the list of seven activities: B13 — “have you
turned to politicians, government representatives or local authorities?”; B14 —
“have you worked in a political party or movement?”; B15 — “have you worked in
any other organization or association?”; B16 — “have you worn any politically
advertising insignia, any other political attributes or have you put up leaflets?”;
B17 — “have you signed any petitions?”; B18 — “Have you participated in
authorized rallies or demonstrations? ”; B19 — “Have you boycotted any indust -
rial or agricultural products?”.
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