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SPECIFICS OF TRADE-ECONOMIC RELATIONS
WITHIN THE NORTH-WESTERN BLACK SEA

REGION IN THE ANTIQUITY!

In the article the specifics of coins circulation and the role of
money in the trade-economic relations in the North-Western
Black Sea Region in the antiquity are analyzed. Some coins
distinctions in the ancient Greek period and Roman time are
noted.
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The area that we call the North-Western Black
Sea region is not fully defined in geographical and
historiographical ways. The actual term “North-
Western Black Sea region” was created in the
second half of the 20" century. There was a rapid
increase in the newly identified archaeological
sources. Archaeologists needed to systematize
the data based on its geographic origins. So, they
started to use the term “North-Western Black Sea
region”.

Like most of the historical and geographic areas,
the North-Western Black Sea region cannot be
always defined by the linear boundaries. Some parts
of it form the so-called “in-depth” boundaries,
known to the specialists in the history of Early
Medieval Europe as “die Mark” in German (LLlep-
Byn 1988, c. 120). The littoral line stretching from
the Dnieper — Bug (Borysthenes — Hypanis) Bay
to the Danube Estuary serves as a natural linear
boundary for the region. The other boundary of
the region is not clearly defined. It lies somewhere
along the landscape boundary of the Steppe and
the Forest-Steppe.
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It is widely acknowledged that the North-Wes-
tern Black Sea was the scene of the cultural
interactionbetweentheantique Greekcity-statesand
the local indigenous populations (the Barbarians).
In the Pre-Roman time the Barbarian population
comprised of the northern Thracians, known as the
tribes of Getae, and the Scythians (Hdt. IV, 118).
The Scythians, for their part, were an ethnic and
cultural mix of the original nomadic people joined
by the local agricultural settlers inhabiting the
Forest-Steppe area of modern Ukraine (Fig. 1).
In the Roman time, the Barbaricum areas of the
North-Western Black Sea Region were populated
by numerous Sarmatian tribes as well as by the
agricultural sedentary population associated with
the Late Scythian culture. The local population
of that period also included the tribes of the Etulia
culture, which is a part of the historic Veneti (Iyn-
koBa 1999, c. 271, 378—379).

We recently carried out a research to establish
the leading economic activities in the region
during the antique period (VII c. BC — III c.
AD) and to determine how the Greek and the
Barbarian technologies influenced each other.
The interinfluence appeared to be quite limited in
economic activities; it was more pronounced in the
craftwork. Overall, the interaction was unilateral,
with the antique civilization influencing the
Barbarians and not the other way round. It appeared
that the trade was the main factor stimulating the
cross-cultural interaction. Namely the trade and
not farming or craftsmanship gave an impetus to
the economic advancement within the Barbarian
societies of the hinterland. The trade encouraged
the native population to engage in both direct and
indirect market relations with the Inner Pontic
Area and as far as the whole Mediterranean region.
The market basket of this period included, on the
one hand, certain technologically produced goods
of the agrarian sector, such as wine and oils and the
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Fig. 1. North-Western Black Sea Region

craft production, while on the other hand it was the
raw farm products, mainly grain (bpysko, Cexkep-
ckag 2016, c. 201—202).

This apparently high level of trade between the
Hellenes and the Barbarians raises a question of
what was used as a trading equivalent. It is obvious
that the Greek-Barbarian trade relations appeared
to be a typical barter system of exchange as they
did not use any monetary medium of exchange.
Findings of coins in the Lower Dniester basin,
which was one of the main centers of colonization
in the North-Western Black Sea region, are mainly
concentrated in the location of Tyras and Nikonion,
two antique poleis, or the city-states. Findings of
coins are exceptionally rare at the rural settlements
in the same region and so far no more than ten
coins have been found there overall 2.

In the hinterland settlements of the Barbarians,
for example, in the Thracian lands, modern
Bessarabia, and at the sites of the Getae culture,
or the so-called “Getica”, the findings of coins
are also rare (Hymembman 1976). The polis of
Tyras holds the first place in a rather modest list of
findings (Fig. 2).

2 This number may be increased several-fold due to the
active usage in the last 20 years of metal detectors and
because of the illegal and truly astonishing in its scale
activities of the so-called “black archaeologists”. Even
though, it will not change our understanding that the
regional trade during all antique period was barter-like in
its nature.

At the same time, a number of significant
treasure hoards was discovered in the North-
Western Black Sea region. The treasures contained
either coins or a mix of coins and valuable objects.
They were found on the Barbarian lands. The coins
were mainly made of precious metals and it may
suggest that the treasures most likely belonged
to the local elite of the time. All the treasures are
dated by the Hellenistic period (Fig. 2)°.

List of treasures*

1. The treasure from Oldnesti (Ceprees 1966). It
includes valuable objects and is traditionally dated
by the time of Zopyrion’s military campaign in the
North-Western Black Sea Region (against Olbia)
ca. 330 BC.

2. The treasure from Stolniceni (coins — silver
Histria, Philipp II imitations, type Husi-Vovriesti)
dated by the second halfofthe 4 ¢c. BC, or middle —
second half of the 3 c. BC (Levinschi 1997).

3. The treasure from Ldarguta — mixed, valuable
items and gold Macedonian coins. It is dated by
the time of Zopyrion’s invasion, though alongside

To this day some researchers assume that the coin
treasures including those with coins made of precious
metals are evident of the commodity-money exchange in
certain areas even though the findings of the small copper
coins are almost non-existent (Tomnan, Yoped, CuHuka
2017, c. 135).

Numbered as indicated on the map (Fig. 2).
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Fig. 2. North-Western Black Sea Region in IV" ¢. BC. Coin finds:

1 — settlements; 2 — treasures

the staters minted by Philipp II and Alexander
111, there was found a coin minted by Philipp 111
Arrhidaeus (Hynensman 1969).

4. The treasure from Dorockoe (silver coins of
Tyras and Histria); 330 BC (Hymeasman 1969a;
3arunaiino, Hyneneman 1971).

5. Orlovka/Kartal (the famous treasure of
Cyzicus staters), dated ca. 330 BC and associated
with the time of Zopyrion’s invasion (bymraroBuu
1970).

6. The treasure from Anadol (modern
Dolynske) — coins, staters of Macedonia, dated
by 228—220 BC and associated with the time of
the invasion of Bastarnae (ITpumuk 1902; Seyrig
1969).

7. The treasure from Rezeni — coins, (silver
drachmas of Histria), dated ca. 300 BC>.

> Research paper on the treasure gives a later date — 250—
225 BC (Tonan, Yoped, Cunuka 2017, c. 132—133),
where the dating is based on another research (Dima
2013, p. 7—72), rather than on the research of C. Preda
(1998), Gh. Poenaru-Bordea (Rentea E., Poenaru-
Bordea Gh. 2003), A. Hynenrpman (1985), A. 3aruHaiiio
(3aruHaiino, 'pe6eénkuH 1984).

It is obvious that the cache of four out of seven
treasures coincides in time with the ill-fated inva-
sion attempt by Zopyrion, one of the Alexander the
Great governors.

The settlement of Kartal/Orlovka, where one
of the treasure hoards was discovered, is a place of
a special historic significance and is widely known
for its strategically important location. Perching
on the bank of the river Danube it has been called
“the Danube Lock” for a reason, as throughout
thousands of years the inhabitants of the settlement
had a full control over the only safe crossing of
the Lower Danube that is available from the point
where the Pruth River joins the Danube and to the
end point where the latter empties into the Black
Sea. It is not a surprise that the coins found in the
area are different from those found in other places.
Below is the list of coins found at Kartal/Orlovka
during archaeological excavations.

— Histria — four coins, three of them are silver
and one bronze coin;

— Macedonia — three coins, one of them is a
gold stater and two bronze coins;

— Kallatis — one bronze coin;
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Fig. 3. Location of Koshary and Luzanovka

— Cyzicus (or Kyzikos) — hoard of electrum
staters.

It is evident that findings of coins are very rare
even though the area was of strategic importance
and most likely held some seasonal trade events
(market, fair). The eastern part of the region, with
Koshary settlement, scores better.

Koshary is another local settlement that
stands aside, archaeologically speaking, from the
settlements of the region. Koshary is located in
the of the Tyligul Estuary — a small steppe river
(Fig. 3)¢. During the site excavations about 50 coins
were found in Koshary, most of which are Olbian
“Borysthenes”. Several coins were from Tyras and
Histria. Koshary is an unusual and even unique
settlement for this region, because judging by the
archaeological findings, it was an agricultural place,
set as a farmstead. Archaeological evidence shows
that the land near the settlement had been divided
in orthogonal way (bpysiko, Ha3zapoBa, IleTpeH-
ko 1991, c. 42, puc. 4; bpysko, Cekepckag 2016,
¢. 122, puc. 35). So far it is the only such example
in the whole North-Western Black Sea region.
All another sites, including large centres (Olbia,
Nikonion) had an irregular system of land usage
(bpysiko, Cekepckas 2016, c. 120).

There is a strong possibility that Koshary had
its own harbour. Koshary, or Ordess/ Odessos as
mentioned by the antique authors such as Arrian
and Ps. Arrian (Arr. PPE. 31; Ps.-Arr. 87), is
considered to be a part of the greater Olbian polis,
and the ultimate point of the its western frontier
(Imamant 1978).

The Luzanovka settlement is another place
where more than average amount of coins was fo-
und. There are in total fifteen coins, though thirteen
of them were found in a cache. All of them are
Olbian denominations (3orpad 1957). Luzanovka

¢ General information and references in: Pexuna 2013, c.
583 u cn.

was one of the several antique settlements that were
set in the Odessa Bay and held, at least in the 4" c.
BC, under the Olbian polis auspices.

The Roman period appears to bring little change to
the life of the region. Not many coins were found
during the excavations of the long-established
rural settlements or “chora” of the Greek poleis.
Moreover, the overall number of settlements of Tyras
and Nikonion’s “chorai” decreases. As compared to
the Hellenistic period and Roman time, especially
of the 2" ¢. AD, there are more findings of single
coins and those are randomly dispersed throughout
the area, concentrating roughly in two areas. One
of the areas lies near the Lower Dniester, which
is explained by the economic presence of Tyras
polis. The other area is located near the Lower
Danube, which is where the Romans established
their border defence system Limes Transalutanus
and set a number of military camps.

As before Orlovka/Kartal hill-fort played an
outstanding role in the Roman time with the
Roman fortifications (the so-called “Castel”)
constructed there. The military legions were posted
to Castel from Legio I (prima) Italicum,to V (quinto)
Macedonicum, XI (undecim) Clavdium and Classis
Flavia Moesia. This is reflected in the high number
of coins found in Orlovka/Kartal with more than
80 coins found during the official excavations
(bongapn, bymaroBuu 2001—2002) and more
than 1,600 found outside the official excavations
7. More coins belonging to this period were found
on the Left Bank of Lower Danube. Analysis of the
Roman coin distribution in the Danube-Dniester
area in the I ¢. AD shows a certain trend that is
typical for the whole region of the Roman period.
It appears that the coins found in Tyras are of the
similar denominations and types as the ones found
in Orlovka/Kartal, all of them dating to the Julio-
Claudian dynasty (Hocosa 2014, c. 321 cH. 17).
Considering that both Tyras and Orlovka/Kartal
at the time hosted the Roman troops, this is the
evidence that money was sent to both places at the
same time.

To summarize the key findings, the scarcity of
the coins in the North-Western Black Sea region
for the Hellenistic and Roman periods is a direct
evidence that at that time the trade relations in the
area did not yet conform to the goods-monetary
exchange model. The standard commercial model
where the goods and commodities are exchanged

7 Private, non-official information.
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for money became prevalent in the region not
earlier than the 4" c. AD when it was used in both
internal and external market. The upgrade from
barter to monetary trade relations happened due
to the expansion of the Chernyakhov culture. The
new-comers settled all over the territory of the
modern Budzhak steppes. They had more than 200
settlements. Apart from the modern history there
was only one other period when the North-Western
Black Sea region became as densely populated, —
the Late Bronze Age.
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CINELIUDIKA TOPTOBO-EKOHOMIYHUX BIJTHOCUH
Y HIBHIYHO-3AXIAHOMY [TPUYOPHOMOP’I BAHTUYHY ENIOXY

CraTrucTuKa HyMi3MaTUYHUX 3HAXiIOK Ha apxeoJjoriyHux ram’stkax [liBHiuHo-3axigHoro [TpuyopHomop’s (Puc. 1) aH-
ThuyHOro nepiony (Puc. 2) no3BoJisie 3p0OUTU BUCHOBOK, 3TiIHO 3 IKMM MPOTSATOM Maiixke BCi€l 1i€i emoXu rpoioBoro
00iry B perioHi NpakTUYHO He icHyBaso. SKio He Opatu 1o yBaru noJjicHi ueHTpu (Tipa, HukoHiit), To Ha BCix iHIIUX
MOCEJICHHSIX YMCJI0 MOHETHMX 3HaxilloK MiHiMajbHe — Haiuactie, 1—2 moHertu. [TomiOHa cutyallis xapakTepHa He
TiJIBKU IS TTOCesieHb aajiekoro bapbapukyma, ajie HaBiTh Ui TUX HACEJIEHUX IMyHKTIB, SKi 3HaXOAWINCS B Oe3nocepe-
Hilt 6JIM3bKOCTI 10 MOJIiCY i BXOAWJIM B Oro CiibChbKy OKpyTy. [Ipruomy, cinbebKi noceneHHs okpyru Hukownis i Tipu, ne
OyJI1 BUSIBJIEHI MOHETH, CKJIaZIaloTh MizepHO MaJjie yucio (Puc. 2). BinHocHo Benvke uyncio MoHeT 3HaiineHo B Koiapax.
Bci Bonu Bukap0OyBaHi B OubBii. [laHnit heHOMEH MOsICHIOETBCS TTO-TIepliie, CyTO arpapHOI0 rocoIapChbKOI0 OpieHTAlli€I0
LIbOTO CeJUILA, a, MOo-JApYre, MOro MpUHaJIEXKHICTIO 0 OJIbBIlICHKOTO IOJIiCY.

Paszom 3 TuM, B perioHi BiloMi 3HaXiJIKu 11010 BEJIMKMX MOHETHUX CKapOiB, a TaKOX CKapOiB, 3MillIaHOTO0, MOHETHO-
pedoBoro Tuily. LlikaBo, 1110 BCi BOHU AaTyIOThCS TOPUMCBHKUM 4YacoM. I, MpuOJIU3HO MOJIOBUHA 3 HUX OB’ SI3Y€ETHCS 3
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KOHKPETHOIO iCTOpUYHOIO Mofliel0 — noxoaoM 3omipioHa. He3paxkarouu Ha Te, 1110 10 LMX Mip iCHY€E TyMKa 3TiJHO 3 SIKUM,
IPOIIIOBi CKapOX MOXYTh OYTH BUKOPHCTaHI SIK T0Ka3 PO3BUTKY TOBAaPHO-TPOILIOBUX BiTHOCHH, BCE XX CJIiJT BA3HATH, 1110 B
JTaHOMY BUIIAJKY, IIIBUJILLIE MOXHA CTBEPIXYBAaTU 3BOPOTHE. BCi MOHETH BXOAMIU 10 CKIaLy LIMX cKapOiB Oy 3po0JieHi
3 IOPOTOLIiIHHUX MeTalliB. I, TaKUM YMHOM, 1ii 300pU TPEACTaBIsIM CO00I0 MO CYTi 3i0paHHs cKapOiB, a0 CBOro poay
BJIIOTHUI IENO3UTAPiii, IKMI MOXKHA OyJI0 BUKOPUMCTOBYBATH ISl KOHBEPTAllii i FPOIIOBUX OMepalliil TUTbKU Y BETUKOMY
aHTUYHOMY LIeHTpi. [1po moyaToK MOBHOLIIHHOTO rPOILIOBOro 00iry B MiBHiYHO-3axigHOMY [IpryopHOMOpP’T MOXKHA rOBO-
PUTHU TiJIbKU CTOCOBHO Mi3HBOTO aHTUYHOTO Mepioay, He paHiiie IV cT. 10 H. e.

Kawuoei caoea: monemu, kaadu, Ilieniuno-3axione [Ipuuopromop’s, cxigu, ¢hpaxiiui, Tipa, Kapman.
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CIHHEUU®UKA TOPTOBO-3KOHOMUYECKHWX OTHOILEHU
B CEBEPO-3AITAJHOM IMTPUYEPHOMOPLE B AHTUYHVIO 3ITOXY

CrarucTrka HyMU3MaTUYECKUX HaXOJ0K Ha apxeosjornyeckux namstHukax Cesepo-3anaaHoro [TpuuepHomopsbs (Puc.
1) anTuuHoro nepuoaa (Puc. 2) no3poisieT ciejaTh BbIBO, COIJIACHO KOTOPOMY Ha MPOTSKEHUM TTOUTH BCEi ITOM 3MOXU
JIEHEXXHOro o0pallleHusl B PeruoHe MpakTUYeCKU He CyllecTBoBalio. Eciv He mpuHMMaThb BO BHUMaHME TOJHUCHBIE
ueHTpbl (Tupa, HukoHuit), To Ha Bcex OCTaIbHbIX MOCEJEHUSIX YMCIIO MOHETHBIX HAXOA0K MUHUMAabHOE — Yallle BCero,
1—2 moHetbl. [TomoOHast cutyalius XapakTepHa He TOJIbKO JUIS TTocesieHuii gajabHero bapbapukyma, HO gaxe JJist TexX
HacCeJIEHHBIX MyHKTOB, KOTOPbIE HAXOAWIUCH B HEMOCPEACTBEHHOM OJU30CTU K MOJIMCY U BXOJUJIU B €r0 CEJIbCKYIO OKPY-
ry. [Ipuuém, cenbckue noceseHust okpyru Hukonus u Tupsbl, rae 0bU1M 0OHApYKEHbI MOHETbI, COCTABJISIIOT HUYTOXKHO
masioe ynciio (Puc. 2). OTHocuTebHO 00JIbILIOE YKc/Io MOHeT HaliaeHo B Komapax. Bce oHu otuekaHeHbl B OJbBUU.
JlaHHblil (heHOMEH 0OBSICHSIETCSI, BO-TIEPBBIX, CYry0O arpapHoii XO3siCTBEHHOM OpMeHTaluell 3Toro mocesjka, a, BO-
BTODbIX, €r0 MPUHAUIEXKHOCTHIO K OJIbBUICKOMY TOJIUCY.

BwMmecre ¢ TeM, B perMoHe U3BECTHbI HAXOJKW OTHOCUTEbHO KPYITHBIX MOHETHBIX KJIA/J0B, a TAKXE KJIaJJ0B, CMEIIaH-
HOTr0, MOHETHO-BELIEBOro TUa. JIoOOMBITHO, YTO BCE OHU TATUPYIOTCS TOPUMCKUM BpeMeHeM. U, mpuMepHo mojioBUHa
U3 HUX CBSI3BIBACTCS C KOHKPETHBIM UCTOPUUYECKUM COOBITUEM — MOXoaoM 3onupuoHa. HecMoTpst Ha To, 4TO 10 cuX
Mop ObITYeT MHEHUE COMIACHO KOTOPOMY, IEHEXHbIE KJIaJbl MOTYT ObITh MCIOJIb30BaHbl KaK 0Ka3aTeJIbCTBO Pa3BUTHUS
TOBapHO-JIEHEXXHbBIX OTHOLIEHUI, BCE XK€ ClielyeT MPU3HATh, UTO B JAHHOM CJIyyae, CKOpee MOXHO YTBepKIaTh 00paTHOE.
Bce MoHeTbI, BXOAUBILKE B COCTaB 3TUX KJIaJI0B, ObLIU CIETaHbl U3 AparoleHHbIX MeTaioB. U, Takum 006pa3om, 3T co-
OpaHus MPEACTaBISIA COOOH MO CyTH COOPaHUSI COKPOBUIIL, UJIM CBOETO POJia BAJIOTHbI IEMO3UTAPUil, KOTOPbI MOKHO
ObLIIO UCITIOJIB30BATH [IJIs1 KOHBEPTALMU U JIEHEXKHbIX OMepaliuii TOJbKO B KPYITHOM aHTUYHOM LieHTpe. O Hayajie MoJHO-
LIEHHOTO JieHexXHOoro oopaiteHust B CeBepo-3ananHom [TpruepHOMOpbe MOXKHO FOBOPUTh TOJIBKO MPUMEHUTETBHO K MO~
3[IHEMY aHTUYHOMY Tiepuoy, He paHee IV B. 10 H. 3.

Kawueesve caoea: monemol, kaadvt, Cesepo-3anaornoe [Ipuuepromopuve, ckughot, pparxuiiuwt, Tupa, Kapman.
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