DOI: https://doi.org/10.15407/uhj2020.01.143

UDC: 343.337:94(47+430)«1939/1945»
NATALIYA KASHEVAROVA

Candidate of Historical Sciences (Ph. D. in History), Senior Scientist Researcher,
Department for Special Branches of Historical Science

and Electronic Information Resources,

Institute of History of Ukraine NAS of Ukraine

(Kyiv, Ukraine), nataliya.kashevarova@gmail.com

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2426-0440

CRIMES AGAINST CULTURAL HERITAGE: THE EINSATZSTAB
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Abstract. The purpose of the research is analyse the role and significance of docu-
ments of the Special Command Force of Reichsleiter Alfred Rosenberg (Einsatzstab
Reichsleiter Rosenberg), considered at the Nuremberg Trial as sources for its activi-
ties in the occupied European countries in the field of confiscation and transfer of cul-
tural property (art, other museum collections, libraries and archival collections). The
methodology of the research is based on the principles of historicism, scientificity
and comprehensiveness. The following general historical methods were used: his-
torical-comparative, retrospective, methods of the historiographic and source study
analyses. The scientific novelty. The location of the ERR documents in the general
body of documentary evidence, involved by the prosecution as a source of coverage of
Nazi looting of cultural property in the territories, occupied by Nazi Germany during
World War 11, as well as the problems and prospects of further cultural issues, values
and archival search, are described. Conclusions. Particular attention was paid to
documents relating to crimes against culture, since in the course of preparation for
the trial they were referred to as crimes related to property loss. But cultural crimes
mean not only the destruction, damage, or displacement of cultural objects, but also
the spiritual heritage of the occupied countries. Reports, correspondence of the ERR
itself, as well as the materials of interrogations of witnesses of this looting activity are
briefly covered, among which were both employees of the ERR and various Nazi state
and military figures engaged in the looting of cultural property in the occupied coun-
tries. The documents of the Special Command Force of Reichsleiter Alfred Rosenberg
were involved in a small number of cases, mainly by Western Allies and the Soviet
side’s allegations of cultural property losses were based first on aggregate data on
from the acts of the Extraordinary State Commission for Ascertaining and Investi-
gating Crimes Perpetrated by the German-Fascist Invaders and their Accomplices.
For example, the consequences of the operations of the Special Command Force of Re-
ichsleiter Alfred Rosenber were attributed to the loss of cultural property to which it
was not involved. It was found also that the role of other Nazi structures and organi-
zations involved in the looting of cultural property was presented slightly during the
process. The problems and prospects for further research on the issue of displaced and
lost cultural property and archival search were also highlighted, especially the search
for new documents in the archives of other Nazi organizations of the World War I1.

Keywords: World War II, Nuremberg Trials, cultural property, Einsatzstab
Reichsleiter Rosenberg.

For many years after World War II, the Nuremberg trials remains a land-
mark historic event that remains relevant to World War II researchers and has
great importance for the development of international law, given the first unique
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experience of organizing and pursuing international criminal justice. Therefore,
the significance of the Nuremberg trials will never be lost, given the magnitude
of this international event and its particular historical significance.

An international military tribunal for the organization of an international
trial against Nazi Germany was established in the summer of 1945 by represent-
atives of four allied countries (USSR, US, UK, France). Nuremberg was chosen
as the venue for it, and it also had a symbolic meaning, because it was that city,
where during the Third Reich, for several years in a row, the NSDAP large an-
nual conferences were held.

In total, over the course of several years, 13 lawsuits were held, the Nuremberg
trial was the main one (November 1945 — October 1946), in which the 24 repre-
sentatives of the Nazi party and state leaders, recognized as major war criminals,
tried, and held hearings on recognition of the criminal nature of entire organiza-
tions (403 hearings in total). The defendants of the Nuremberg trials were charged
with four major articles: 1) plans of the Nazi Party; 2) crimes against peace; 3) war
crimes; 4) crimes against humanity!. After it, 12 additional processes (1946—1949)
took place in Nuremberg by the American side (the US military) against a number
of Nazi figures (diplomats, lawyers, military, judges, doctors, industrialists, etc.)?.

The four above-mentioned categories of crimes at the Nuremberg trial in-
cluded a number of others, among which crimes against culture took a separate
place. In particular, they were included in the group dealing with material dam-
age, although crimes against culture meant not only the destruction, damage or
displacement, for example, of art objects, objects of cultural heritage, especially
museum, archival, library collections, etc., but the spiritual heritage of the oc-
cupied peoples and their historical memory?. At the Nuremberg Trials, the most
important among the Nazi organizations involved in the confiscation and transfer
of cultural property from the territories of other countries was the Reichsleiter
Rosenberg Taskforce (German: Einsatzstab Reichsleiter Rosenberg, hereinafter
ERR). It is still considered the largest Nazi organization engaged in the looting of
cultural values of countries occupied by the Nazis during the Second World War,
especially in France, Belgium, the Netherlands, the occupied part of the USSR,
in Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, which are a part of the USSR in 1940%.

! For a brief summary of the Nuremberg process, see: epeiirxo I.1., Kosanw M.B. Hiopatepabruit
mporiec 1945-1946 // Exmurionenis icropii Yipaiau. — T.7: Mi — O. — K., 2010. — C.497-498.

2 The published materials of these processes see: Trials of War Criminals before the Nuremberg
Military Tribunals under Control Council Law No.10 [«The Green Series»] / The Library of Congress.
Retrieved from: http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/NTs_war-criminals.html

3 KysabTypHI IIIHHOCTI B YMOBAX BeJIeHHs O0MOBUX 1Y Ta HA TUMYACOBO OKYIIOBAHUX TEPUTOPIAX:
MIKHAPOSHMUN [OCBiM ¥ Ykpaina (oryisgoBa IOBIAKA 3a MarepiajgamMu Iipec, [HTepHeTy Ta
HeomyoOmikoBauuMu goxymentamu 3a 2015-2016 porwm). — K., 2017. — 19 c. Retrieved from:
http:/mlu.org.ua/storage/files/Infocentr/Tematich_ogliadi/2017/cinnosti.pdf

* However, the ERR did not carry out its activities in the territory of the Protectorate of Bohemia
and Moravia and in the General Governorate (governor-general), primarily because they had a
different status, and the issue of cultural property management in these territories was within the
competence of other structures and individual representatives of the state. administration, as well
as in the German Allies, for example, in Italy, where ERR employees analyzed press material for
national socialism and collected material on the history of Freemasonry, as well as in Hungary.
ERR activity was also limited in the Balkans.
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For many years, World War II researchers have been turning to the evi-
dence base of Nazism crimes involved in the process by the International Military
Tribunal. But references to post-war and contemporary scientific literature on
the coverage of the ERR activities in the occupied countries of Europe during the
World War II and its role in the movement of cultural values are limited by the
general and fragmentary information presented in the published documents of
the process, as of the time of its holding, without analyzing the documents them-
selves in the structure of the general source base involved in the process, as well
as memories of the fact consideration of the activities of ERR at the Nuremberg
trials, most often in connection with the search for specific displaced or lost collec-
tions and objects of art®. The parties to the prosecution, on the basis of separate
documents and data obtained from witnesses, were able to determine the main
objectives of the ERR and establish its general structure, determine the extent
of its predatory activities in various European countries. But current research on
ERR archives documents, the two largest parts of which are approx. 130 thousand
archival records, which are stored in the Central State Archive of Supreme Bodies
of Power and Government of Ukraine in Kyiv® and in the Federal Archives in
Berlin (Bundesarchiv Berlin)?, certifying that in limited conditions of the process
—1in the circumstances of short terms, difficulties in coordinating the work on the
preparation of court proceedings, as well as the impossibility of processing the en-
tire Allied source base, are inaccurate in some places given the ERR’s workplaces,
its scope, its individual decision-makers and the responsibility, generalization of
the amount of damage inflicted by the ERR to the occupied countries where its
structures operated. It does not affect the overall assessment of its work and the
loss of cultural property caused by it, the damage caused not only to the material
but also, to the spiritual heritage of the peoples to be under German occupation,
as well as to the verdict of the Nuremberg Tribunal, since the main purpose of this
judicial process, namely the condemnation of the ideology of national socialism
and the punishment of war criminals for solving the war and its consequences, has
been achieved. But it can help in the further direction of scientific search, since the
theme of cultural values displaced by World War II remains extremely relevant?®,

> At present, the fullest references to ERR documents submitted to the Nuremberg trials can
be found in the publications of P.K.Grimsted. See, for example: Grimsted P.K. Reconstructing the
Record of Nazi Cultural Plunder: A Survey of the Dispersed Archives of the Einsatzstab Reichsleiter
Rosenberg (ERR). — Amsterdam, 2011. — 432 p. See also: Idem. Trophies of War and Empire: The
Archival Heritage of Ukraine, World War II, and the International Politics of Restitution. — Cambridge,
MA, 2001. — 749 p.; Idem. Art and Icons Lost in East Prussia: The Fate of German Seizures from
Kyiv Museums // Jahrbiicher fiir Geschichte Osteuropas. — Bd 61, H. 1. — 2013. — S.47-91. See also:
Verschleppt und verschollen: eine Dokumentation deutscher, sowjetischer und amerikanischer Akten
zum NS-Kunstraub in der Sowjetunion (1941-1948) / U.Hartung. — Bremen, 2000. — S.221.

6 Collection of documents of the Einsatzstab Reichsleiter Rosenberg Retrieved from: http://err.
tsdavo.gov.ua/

" Einsatzstab Reichsleiter Rosenberg: NS 30 [Description of the Archive of the Rosenberg Operational
Staff at the Federal Archive in Berlin] / Bundesarchiv. — Koblenz, 2004 Retrieved from: https://invenio.
bundesarchiv.de/basys2-invenio/main.xhtml;jsessionid=hO37XZYXTuDOx80usZ3hR1Cw

8 At different times, the aforementioned cultural values and restitution processes of the displaced as
aresult of World War II the aforementioned P.K.Grimsted, G.Freitag, U.Hartung, W.Eichwede, A.Heul3,
N.Volkert, E.Adunka, etc., in Ukraine — S.Kot, T.Sebta etc. have been worked. A more complete list,
especially of those scholars, in the framework of the study of the problem of displaced cultural property
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taking into account that many art and historical values are still considered lost.
But this topic is difficult to research for a variety of reasons, including the large
volume of source base and its dispersion in archives from different countries of the
world, which complicates the search for hitherto found objects of art, as well as the
legal and legal aspects of the topic related to issues of both international law and
national law of different countries.

Therefore, first of all the purpose of this article is to highlight the Nuremberg
Tribunal’s assessment of ERR activities in the light of cultural crimes based on
ERR documents involved in the Nuremberg trials and its published materials in
the context of current ERR studies in Nazi-occupied European countries®.

The source of this review is the full published process materials that can be
found in the dedicated online resource of the US Congress Library'?, primarily
the 42 volumes published by the United States in 1947—-1949 (the so-called “Blue
Series” (“The Blue Series”)!!, containing primarily transcripts of the trial, and
the so-called “The Red Series” of 12 volumes, most of which are publications of
documents translated into English the language brought by the American side
of the allegations as a source'?, as well as the “Nuremberg trials” publication.
Collection of materials in 8 volumes!®. Materials from the Nuremberg Trials
were transferred to the Hague, and can also be found at the National Archives
and Records Administration of the United States (also known as the “National
Archives”, hereinafter — NARA) (Washington)!*. The materials of the Soviet

also works with ERR documents, was compiled by P.K.Grimsted: Grimsted P.K. Reconstructing the
Record of Nazi Cultural Plunder: A Survey of the Dispersed Archives of the Einsatzstab Reichsleiter
Rosenberg (ERR). — Amsterdam, 2011. — P.10-11. A bibliography of P.K.Grimstead herself as of 2013
see: Grimsted P.K. Displaced Cultural Treasures as a Result of World War II and Restitution Issues:
A bibliography of publications Patricia Kennedy Grimsted; International In-te of Social History. —
First published January 31, 2002. Retrieved from: https:/iisg.amsterdam/files/2019-05/Bibliography_
Displaced_Cultural_Treasures_as_a_Result_of World_War_II_and_Restitution_Issues_0.pdf

9 Other issues related to the figure of A.Rosenberg himself and his activities as the Commissioner
of the Fuehrer for the Supervision of the Entire Intellectual and Ideological Schooling and
Training of the NSDAP (Beauftragter des Fithrers fiir die Uberwachung der gesamten geistigen
und weltanschaulichen Schulung und Erziehung in der NSDAP), as well as relevant documents
involved by the prosecution as evidence, especially the implementation of the Nazi occupation
policy, are not considered here. The legal aspects of the problem of restitution of cultural property
are not considered as well.

10 Nuremberg Trials: Nuremberg, Germany: 1945-1949 Retrieved from: http://www.loc.gov/rr/
frd/Military_Law/Nuremberg_trials.html. Materials from the Nuremberg Trials, as well as a list of
resources on the tribunal, can also be found on this resource: Nuremberg Trialss Project: A Digital
Document Collection. Retrieved from: http:/nuremberg.law.harvard.edu/

11 Trials of the Major War Criminals before the International Military Tribunal: Nuremberg,
14 November 1945 — 1 October 1946. Retrieved from: http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/NT_
major-war-criminals.html

2. Nazi Conspiracy and Aggression: Office of the United States Chief of Counsel for Prosecution
of Axis Criminality: Nuremberg, Germany (1945-1946). Retrieved from: http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/
Military_Law/NT_Nazi-conspiracy.html

13 Hropubeprcrmii mporiecc: C6. mat. B 8 T. — Mockgea, 1987-1999. There are a number of other
documentaries in Russian that contain published material from the Nuremberg Trials, but this
edition i1s the most complete one to date. For an electronic version, see: http:/militera.lib.ru/docs/
da/mp8/index.html. See also: CCCP u Hriopubeprcruit mporiecc: HemsBecTHbie 1 MasonsBecTHbIE
crpauwuisl ucropun: Co. mok. / Hayu. pen. u cocr. H.C.JIebenesa. — Mockga, 2012. — 624 c.

14 See: Collection of World War II War Crimes Records of the Office of the US Chief Counsel for the
Prosecution of Axis Criminality / The U.S. National Archives and Records Administration. Retrieved
from: https://www.archives.gov/research/captured-german-records/war-crimes-trials.html
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side are stored in the State Archives of the Russian Federation (fond R 7445
“International Military Tribunal for the Main German Criminals (Nuremberg
Trial). Nuremberg. 1945-1946”). Interesting German documents are collected
primarily by the American side, stored in collections dedicated to the World
War II and cultural values stored in the NARA'™, and a separate special por-
tal under NARA, which publishes scientific research on displaced cultural prop-
erty's. Materials created during the processes at the moment (except directly
Nuremberg) — documents, photographs, newsreels, etc. are stored in archives
around the world. Many documents were duplicated, and they are now in the
form of copies and photocopies in the collections of various cultural and scientific
institutions, both in modern Germany and abroad'”.

The materials of the Nuremberg trials were published in English after the
trial, above all this 42-volume edition, accompanied by 12 volumes of the Red
Series'®. Later, a complete collection of the process materials was published in
German and French. The text of the transcript of the process in Russian contains
39 volumes, but the publication of the complete collection of documents of the
Nuremberg trials in Russian has never happened.

According to the US side, its representatives reviewed about 100 000 doc-
uments, 4000 of which were selected, 1400 were presented as evidence,

1> Records of the American Commission for the Protection and Salvage of Artistic and Historical
Monuments in War Areas (The Roberts Commission), 1943-1946. Retrieved from: https://www.archives.
gov/research/microfilm/m1944.pdf. See the digitized version of the collection at the resource: https:/
www.fold3.com. The resource called «Fold3 by Ancestry» (also includes the Footnote.com resource)
at https://www.fold3.com is a repository of digitized historical documents created by Ancestry on the
platform of the company for mass digitization of documents «iArchives» (USA), where collections of
various institutions, including NARA documents, are in the public domain. As of May 2016, it already
contained approx. 500 000 000 documents. On this resource you can find other NARA collections on
cultural property displaced by World War II and restitution, such as «Records regarding the central
collecting points («Ardelia Hall Collection»): Wiesbaden Central Collecting Point, 1945-1952.

16 National Archives and Records Administration Records Related to Nazi-Era Cultural Property.
Retrieved from: https://www.archives.gov/research/holocaust/international-resources/nara

" For example, a separate group of materials from both the Nuremberg trials and other later
documents relating to the issue of cultural property displaced and lost during the World War II is stored
in the Federal Archives of Germany, at its branch office in Koblenz. These include three files of the B 126
Fond («Federal Ministry of Finance», German: «Bundesministerium der Finanzen»), namely files 68473—
68475, which have documents of the Federal External Restitution Service (German: Bundesamt fir
Ausere Restitutionen) for the 1960s, documents The Berlin Document Center, created by the Americans at
the end of the war, was engaged in collecting the documents of the times of National Socialism needed for
the Nuremberg trials, materials from the Institute of Modern History (Munich) and others. Among them,
in addition to the ERR documents and the summary documents created during the war involved in the
Nuremberg trials, there are the correspondence with Robert Scholz and Bruno Lohse in the 1960s, which
discusses their activities in the field of cultural transfer of cultural values during the World War II. Also
the fond B323 («Guardianship of cultural property under the Munich Financial Directorate», German:
«Treuhandverwaltung von Kulturgut bei der Oberfinanzdirektion Miinchen») attracts an attention. The
documents from this collection can be viewed on the website of the Federal Archives of Germany.

18 List of documents, published by American and British party, see in: Nazi Conspiracy and
Aggression. [A Collection of Documentary Evidence and Guide Materials Prepared by the American
and British Prosecuting Staffs for Presentation before the International Military Tribunal
at Nurnberg, Germany]. Office of Chief of Counsel for the Prosecution of Axis Criminality. —
Vol.VIII. — Washington, 1946. — P.783—-1090.

¥ See the details about German documents that were used as the evidence at Nurenberg
trial first of all concerning the documents, worked out by American and British parties in: Nazi
Conspiracy and Aggression. — Vol.I. — Washington, 1946. — P.V-XVIII.
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the Soviet side provided 520 documents, some of which consisted of several docu-
ments and were complex in nature?. In total, 2630 documents were provided by
the prosecution, and 2700 documents were provided by the defense?'. Most of the
documents, in which the ERR appears, are in the hands of the US and French
sides. They compiled a brief summary of the share of cultural values of the occu-
pied countries during the war, and partly of the ERR role, published in the first
volume of the Red Series, accompanied by a list of German cultural documents
(39 1n total) involved in the process?2.

Documents according to which the ERR was involved in the confiscation of
cultural property and involved by different parties to the Nuremberg prosecution
can be conditionally divided into several groups: 1) documents created by the
ERR in the course of its activities; 2) documents created by representatives of the
state and party leaders that are relevant to the work of the ERR and reflect its
relationship with other services and structures; 3) the documents of A.Rosenberg
as Minister for the Occupied Eastern Territories and the Commissioner of the
Fuehrer for the Supervision of the Entire Intellectual and Ideological Schooling
and Training of the NSDAP, where the ERR appears; 4) materials of interroga-
tions (hearings) of both accused and witnesses involved in the process.

The first group consists of the ERR reporting documents, the main place
among which is taken by the report of the head of the Sonderstab (“special head-
quarters”) “Fine art” (German: Sonderstab Bildende Kunst) under the ERR
Robert Scholz on the activities of the Sonderstab from October 1940 to July 1944
according to which, over this period, up to six storages in the Reich, 29 eche-
lons with confiscated property were taken out — in general there were 21 903 art
objects (which included 5281 art paintings)? (1015-B-PS?*) with an appendix —
a list of art objects (1015-GG-PS), as well as one of the main evidence — 39 al-
bum of the ERR, which contained an inventory of confiscated objects (PS-2522
(USA 388?%). Eight of them were shown in the court. Among other documents
of this group there is the certificate of Gerhard Utikal as the head of the ERR
dated April 1, 1941 signed by A.Rosenberg (143-PS (USSR-371), the report of
Utikal for November 1941, drawn up to inform the military leadership regarding

20 Jlebeoesa H.C. IlogroroBrka Hiopubepreroro mporiecca. — Mocksa, 1975. — C.161.

21 Hriopubeprcrwmii nporecc: Co. mat. B 8 T. — T.1. — Mocksa, 1987. — C.234-235.

22 Nazi Conspiracy and Aggression. — Vol.I. — P.1097-1116.

23 The original document is kept at Federal Archive of Germany in Berlin, in fond NS 30, in file
181: Bundesarchiv Berlin, NS 30/181/004—009.

24 Hereinafter the numbers of documents, involved into trial, are mentioned. Marking PS
means «Paris-Storey» («Colonel Robert G. Storey, Documentation Division, Paris» or «Colonel
Robert G. Storey, documentation division, Paris») and is the main massif of documents, presented
by accusation on behalf of the USA. If a document was at the same time used by the other party
of accusation, so the trial documents in brackets contained the additional marking «USA» — for
American party, «USSR» — for Soviet party or «RF» — for France, «GB» — for Great Britain. The
documents, submitted only by one of the parties to mark the available evidence, had the same
marking. Some groups of documents also had the specific marking or were marked according to the
surname of the accused.

% Albums No 7, 8 and 15, accompanied by historical referece, may be seen on NARA’s website by the
link https://www.archives.gov/research/holocaust/international-resources/nara/err/. The digital copies
of all albums may be found by search at the address: https://www.fold3.com
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the authority of the ERR and seizures in Western Europe (RF-1319, RF-1320,
RF-1321), undated report of the Netherlands main working group ERR on its
activities 176-PS (USA 707, RF-1325), the report on the evacuation of the main
Ukrainian group ERR from Kyiv in the autumn of 1943 and transportation of
cultural property (035-PS); opinions dated July 1944, on the possibility of exten-
ding the activities of ERR to Hungary (158-PS (USA 382), Denmark and Norway
(159-PS (USA 380), the order of G.Utikal to F.Schiiller?® of August 23, 1944 for
export of cultural property from the territory of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania,
an ERR letter dated August 1944 on the export of art from Paris 160-PS (RF-
1346), as well as a report dated February 1941 on the seizure of the archives of
the Rothschild Bank (171-PS (RF-1326).

A special place in this group is taken by the undated report on the replenish-
ment by the confiscated collections of the Library of the Jewish Question Institute
in Frankfurt, which belonged to the structure of the so-called Higher School
(the future NSDAP institution of higher education), supervised by A.Rosenberg
largely replenished by ERR (171-PS (USA 383, RF-1324).

The second group of documents is larger in volume. This is, first of all, the
well known order of A.Hitler of March 1, 1942, concerning the tasks of the ERR
(149-PS (USA-369)), which saw its main task as combating the “ideological ene-
mies of national socialism” (Bolshevism, Jewry, and Freemasonry)?’, Hermann
Goring (44-PS (USA-384), 1117-PS, 1651-PS, RF-1335), Wilhelm Keitel (137-
PS (USA-379, RF-302), 138-PS (USA-379), 139-PS (RF-1303) on support for the
ERR activities in Western Europe, including state party and military structures
in the Netherlands and France, clarification of the ERR objectives, establish-
ment and support of the High School, and correspondence, also Hermann Goéring
and Martin Bormann and A.Rosenberg (072- PS (USA 357). These are also the
documents 140-PS (RF-1304), 05-PS (USA 385, RF-1336), 155-PS (ERR Support
Instructions). These include documents 136-PS (USA 367, RF-1308) — a copy of
A.Hitler’s order to establish the High School on January 29, 1940, and L-188
(USA 386) — a report on the confiscation of Jewish property under the so-called
M-Aktion — actions for the seizure of various pieces of art and furniture from
abandoned Jewish premises by A.Rosenberg’s services, 707-PS — correspondence
regarding the evacuation of Kharkiv museums in 1943 and participation of the
special SS command under the direction of Herbert Jankuhn?® and others.

The third group of documents includes A.Rosenberg’s correspondence on cul-
tural and material policies, tasks and activities of the ERR, which he created.
These include letters on the confiscation of cultural property of Jewish families
(014-PS (US-784), 041-PS); among them there are letters on the transfer of al-
bums with photographs of seized belongings to A.Hitler (015-PS (RF-1323, US-
387)). an order to establish a separate cultural property accounting service under

% The citation from the document, submitted by Soviet party, by mistake mentioned Schiller.

27 See the publication of this document, accompanied in Ukrainian, in: Kawesaposa H.I.
Jismericts OmepatuBHoro mrady Posenbepra 3 BHBUEHHSI HAIUCTAMU «CXITHOTO IIPOCTOPY»
(1940-1945). — 4.2: NoxymenTu. — K., 2014. — C.112-113.

2 H.Jankuhn’s special team, employee in Ahnenerbe Society or «Heritage of forefathers» that
acted in the territories, occupied by Nazis at SS Divison «Viking».
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the Reich Ministry for the Occupied Eastern Territories, headed by G.Utikal, the
head of the ERR (153-PS (USA 381), etc.

The fourth group of documents was presented by interrogators, both defend-
ants and witnesses, in particular H.Goring and the aforementioned head of the
visual arts headquarters, R.Scholz, who provided information on certain facts of
the ERR that served as an adjunct to the basic documents provided as evidence.
ERR is also mentioned in other materials — in the case of A.Rosenberg himself,
one of the speeches of the French side on cultural values, etc.

But a more thorough analysis of the documentary complex on cultural pro-
perty, which was the basis of the source base of the prosecution, shows that the
documents of the ERR itself and evidence of its activities were involved in a rela-
tively small amount, taking into account the fact that often the same document
was used by different parties. In fact, these are only about ten documents cre-
ated by the ERR itself, which, although they contain data about its work in the
occupied territories and specific figures, are not exhaustive or most indicative of
its predatory activities. Descriptions of the losses cited by the prosecution gravi-
tate towards the loss, first of all, of the private property of citizens of Jewish ori-
gin in France, Belgium and the Netherlands from 1940 onwards, while specific
figures on the loss of cultural property in the occupied territory of the USSR are
presented in a consolidated form. It should also be noted that in the occupied ter-
ritory of the USSR, as of the beginning of the war, as a result of large-scale na-
tionalization, there were virtually no private collections of art, unlike in Western
Europe. In the testimony provided by the Soviet side of the prosecution, there is
practically no data on the work of the ERR obtained from Soviet sources?. This
is largely due not only to the fact that at that time the Soviet side did not have
a significant number of the ERR documents, but also to the fact that the bulk of
the evidence of crimes against culture brought by the Soviet side was created on
the basis of summary data on losses in accordance with acts of the Extraordinary
State Committee to Investigate German-Fascist Crimes Committed on Soviet
Territory and their accomplices and the damage they caused to citizens, collec-
tive farms, public organizations, state enterprises of the USSR, and the relative-
ly small number of German documents®. Part of the cultural property was lost in
a different way, for example, during evacuation, bombing, etc., since during the
occupation accounting was difficult, and the first generalized figures in the new-
ly liberated territories of the USSR were considered already with the beginning
of the work of the Extraordinary Commission. But, as post-war studies have
shown, especially the studies of recent years®!, the final data of this commission

29 Data on actions to plunder cultural values in the USSR directly at the direction of A.Rosenberg,
contained in a condemnation speech of the Soviet side, are limited by a German document of August
2, 1944 on the possibility of export by the ERR forces to the Reich cultural assets from the Baltic
countries. See transcript of M.Raginsky’s speech in the section «Destruction and looting of cultural
values» in: Hiopubeprcrmit porrecc: C6. mart. B 8 1. — T.4. — Mocksa, 1990. — C.406-452.

30 Tawm sxe. — C.407.

31 See in details, for example: /[y6ux M.I". Hagssuuaitna gepskaBHA KOMICIS II0 BCTAHOBJIEHHIO
Ta PO3CIIIYyBAHHIO 304uHIB (arructiB // Exmumrmomenis icropili Vipaiau. — T.7: Mi — O. — K.,
2010. — C.156.
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deserve careful study, since they have a generalizing character. Thus, according
to the consolidated acts, it is difficult to distinguish the real figures of losses
caused precisely by the ERR.

In turn, for the Western Allies, the main evidence with specific generalized
figures was the Sonderstab report “Fine art” with applications and albums, as
well as letters from A.Rosenberg, H.Goring and several other persons, where
specific numbers were indicated, and partially other documents of the Rosenberg
Force®, related with ERR. But they do little to disclose the ideological compo-
nent of the ERR work, which became new after the start of Germany’s military
campaign against the USSR, and which guided the ERR during 1941-1944. Here
there were the largest permanent ERR structures — the main working group
of Ukraine®® (German: Hauptarbeitsgruppe Ukraine) and the main working
group of Ostland (German: Hauptarbeitsgruppe Ostland) whose work covered
the territory of Ukraine, Belarus, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, occupied regions
of Russia®’. It should also be remembered that in the territories of the USSR,
one of the main areas of work of the ERR was not only the plundering of cultu-
ral values, but the systematic selection and confiscation of other materials that
contained information about Bolshevik teaching and could be used in natio-
nal socialist propaganda and teaching (books, magazines, newspapers, archival
documents). A part was taken to Germany, unnecessary and “ideologically dan-
gerous” (from the ERR point of view) had to be destroyed. These aspects were
not actually presented in the ERR materials involved in the Nuremberg trials,
although much of the ERR exported from the occupied territory of the USSR was
rather of ideological, historical, cultural and scientific value, above all as sources
of Bolshevism study and function®.

There is a separate question about the role of other Nazi services in the
process of robbing or destroying the cultural values of the occupied countries
of Europe, which were extremely narrow represented at the Nuremberg trials,
with the exception of certain facts, for example, the activities of Governor Hans
Frank in the territory of the General Province, but to a much lesser extent, as
well as general issues of cultural values related to the work of local structures

32 Tt refers to the set of institutions and organizations of A.Rosenberg as the Commissioner of
the Fuehrer for the Supervision of the Entire Intellectual and Ideological Schooling and Training
of the NSDAP.

3 For example, for losses incurred by the ERR Library Collections of Ukraine, see: Bi6miorexn
Kunesa mig uac mamumerchroi oxymaitii (1941-1943): mociaimskeHHsA: aHOT. IMOKAMKYMK: IIyOJIKaIlis
moxymentiB / Yri. JI.A Jly6posina, H.I.Masmonerosa. — K., 2004. — 813 c. For the ERR activity
in the territory of occupied Ukraine, see.: Gutsul N. Der Einsatzstab Reichsleiter Rosenberg
und seine Tétigkeit in der Ukraine (1941-1944). Retrieved from: http://geb.uni-giessen.de/geb/
volltexte/2014/11002/pdf/GutsulNazarii_2013_07_02.pdf

3 For the ERR work in the occupied territory of Russia, see: Sunuu M.C. IloxuimeHHble
COKPOBUIIA: BBIBO3 HAITMCTAMHU POCCUICKUX KyJBTYPHBIX IeHHoCcTel. — MockBa, 2003. — 276 c.

% See the details about tasks and structure of the ERR, as well as its work in the occupied
territories of Eastern Europe in: Kawesaposa H.I'. lisnbuicts Oneparusuoro mrady Posenbepra 3
BUBYEHHS HAIFCTAMHU «CX1THOTO mpocTopy» (1940-1945). — Y.1: Jlsxepenosuasue mociimxenus. — K.,
2014. — 552 c. See some published ERR’s documents about its tasks in the sphere of ideology and
science in: Ii oc. MistmpaicTs OnepatusHoro mrady Poszenbepra 3 BUBUEHHS HAIMCTAMHE «CX1IHOTO
mpocropy» (1940-1945). — Y.2: HoxkymenTtn. — K., 2014. — 992 c.
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of the German occupation administration. First of all, this question of what was
exported or destroyed and by which particular structures can help in the further
search for the lost collections by working with archival materials of these struc-
tures remains. So, a part of the exhibits of art museums in the occupied part of
the USSR was plundered by various German military services even before the
start of the work of the ERR groups here (autumn 1941). They destroyed a part
of the book collections in 1941-1943. Here, for example, the team of Eberhard
von Kiinsberg (Ministry of Foreign Affairs®, the team of Peter Paulsen)?,
the aforementioned team of H.Jahnkun and others acted here. But during the
work of the Soviet side, the charges on the process documents show a tendency
to include losses incurred by the ERR, all possible loss of cultural property, in-
cluding, for example, death during evacuation, physical destruction during the
occupation, theft and looting, etc., which is not always reflected in the documents
or data of potential witnesses. During the search, one should focus not only on
the ERR archive, but also on the archives of other structures, primarily German,
which are not yet sufficiently involved in scientific work. The documents of the
ERR archive indicate that scientific institutions of the occupied territories were
also the target of looting. Household and economic materials, a meeting on geo-
logy, minerals, mining, and heavy industries were exported by various services
(Wehrmacht, SS, Wirtschaftsstab Ost, etc.), which are also mentioned in docu-
ments of the ERR. All of this could be needed when developing further plans for
exploiting the resources of the occupied part of the USSR and creating a new
strategy if moving deeper into the territory of the USSR, and this question has
been little explored.

Thus, at the Nuremberg trials, documents on crimes against culture and
looting of cultural property were presented, mainly by the ERR documents,
and in a limited amount (on the part of the Western Allies), and the Soviet side’s
allegations of loss of cultural property were based primarily on summary data
on losses from the acts of the Extraordinary State Committee to Investigate
German-Fascist Crimes Committed on Soviet Territory, often without speci-
fying a particular structure and identifying the cause of its losses. At the same
time, the role of other Nazi structures, actively engaged in displacement, export,
and sometimes destruction of cultural property, was almost not represented. But
further searches for new documents, not only in the ERR archive, but also in the
archives of other Nazi organizations during the war, will expand the range of
searches and scientific ideas about the processes related to the issue of cultural
values during the World War II, and help in the search for lost art objects, li-
brary, archival and museum collections.

3 Kinsberg’s special team (German: Sonderkommando Kiinsberg) — department (figuratively
«special team»), established at the beginning of the Second World War by Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Germany for confiscation of cultural values, first of all art works, in the territory of the
countries, occupied by Nazis.

37 Paulsen Special Team (German: Sonderkommando Paulsen) — department, established in
1939 at Chief Administration of SS on issues of race and settlements (German: SS-Rasse und
Siedlungshauptamt) at the initiative of Anenerbe Society.
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3JI0OHUHHU NPOTHU KYNIbTYPHOI CNALLLMUHMU: .
OMEPATUBHWUMN LLUTAB POSEHBEPI'A TA HOPHBEEP3bKUW NPOLIEC

Anomauia. Mema 00Cni0dHCEHHA — NPOAHAIZY8AMU POJIb | 3HAUEHHA O0O0KY-
meumis Onepamueroz2o wmaby patixcastimepa A.Posenbepra sk o0cepesi u,000
11020 OistibHOCMI 8 OKYnos8aHux kpainax €sponu, a came Ha mepumopii nepeodycim
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Benorii, Hidepnanoie, Ilisniunoi @panuyii, wacmunu CPCP, wo 6ynu sanyueni
pianumu cmoporamu nid uac Hiopnbepavkoeo npouecy ax 00KyMeHMAIbHI 00Ka-
3Uu npu po3entadl 3JI0UUHIE U000 KOHPICKAULL ma nepemiuieHHs KYJIbMyPHUX ULH-
Hocmetl (npedmemis MUCmeymaeq, IHULUX PIBHUX MY3CUHUX 310pAHD, 610110meuHUX
ma apxierux kosexuiil). Memooosio2iuni 3acadu 0oCni0NCeHHA IPDYHMYIOMbCA
HA NPUHUUNGX L[CMOPU3MY, HAYKo8ocmi, ycebiunocmi, 6y10 8UKOPUCMAHO AK 30-
2anvbHolcmopuuri (Hacamnepeod icmopuKo-nopieHAIbHUL, PeMmpPOCNeK mUu8HUll, NPo-
bnemnuil), makx i 0xcepeso3nasyul memoou docnioxcernns. Hayxoea noeusna no-
JIA2QE 8 MOMY, W0 0XaAPAKMeEPU308AHO micye dokymermie Onepamusnozo wmaby
Yy 3Q2ANbHOMY KOMNJICKCL OOKYMEHMANbHUX 00KA318, 3ayuerux 0o HiopHnbepavko2o
npouecy cmopoHaMU 36 UHYBAUCHHS AK 0XcepesibHol 6a3u 3 8UC8IMIIeHHA N02pady-
8AHHA HAUUCAMU KYJIbMYPHUX UIHHOCM el HQ Mepumopii KpaiH, OKYNO8aHUX 2Lm-
sepiscvioio Himeuuurnorw nio wac JIpyeoi ceimosol siiinu. Bucnosku. Y sazanvrux
pucax oxpecneno cymsv Huoprbepsvkoeo npouecy, kameeopii 3/104UHI8, 3G AKUMU
8100ys8ascsa cy008ull po3enisid, @& MAKOHC NOOIHCHO 0XAPAKMEPUI0BAHO 3A2ATbHULL
MACU8 Q0KYMeHmMI8, Cmeoperull YHaciiook dianvrocmi Misicnapoorno2o mpubyHa-
1y 8 Hioprbepry. Ocobnusy ysazy npuodisieHo 00Kymernmam, u,o 0y noea3ami 3i
3JI0UUHAMU NPOMU KYJbMYPU, nid 4ac nid20mosku 00 npouecy ix 6yJi0 8i0HeceHo
00 cmammi 3J104UHI8, N08 A3AHUX 13 3A80AHHAM MAMEPLAJILHUX 30umKie. Ase 3J10-
YUHU NPOMU KYJIbMYPU 03HAUAIOMb SHUULEHHS, NOULKOOHCEHHS YU NePeMIUEHHA He
auue 00’ €Kmie KyJabmypHoi cnaduutu, HAnPUKIa0 OKpeMUux npeomemis mucme-
umea, My3etuHux, apxieHux, 6106iomeurnux 316parb Mmoo, a i 0yX08HOL CNAOWUHL
O0KYNOBAHUX Hapooie ma ixHvbol icmopuurol nam’ami. Tomy cmucno uceimJsierno
3azanvrull cknad dokymenmie Onepamuero2o wmaby w000 mpam KYJIbmypPHUX
uinrocmet, 3anyuenux 0o Hoprbepavkozo npouecy, nepedycim 36imis, 0OHECeHb,
JIUCTYBAHHS, & MAKOXC Mamepiaiu 00nuUmise c8lokie epabiicHUUbKOl 0lAIbHOCM,
ceped AKuX Oyiu AK Cni8POOiMHUKU 32A0AHOL THCMUMYULL, MAaK | PI3HL HAUUCTCOKT
depoicasHhi, siiicokosl diaui. Becmarnosnerno, u,o doxymenmu Onepamusroz2o wmaby
6Y.10 3ayueHo 00 npouecy 8 He3HAUHIL KIJIbKOCMmI, 8 OCHO8HOMY 3 OOKY 3aXIOHUX
COI0O3HUKIB, | BOHU He 81000pa}Ccal NOBHICMIO ePADIHCHULDKY OLAbHICMb, A 0AHI
PAOSHCOKOL CMOPOHU 38UHYBAUEHHA UL000 8MPAM KYJIbMYPHUX UlHHOCMel O6a3y-
sasiucsa nepedycim Ha 38ederiil ingopmauii npo empamu 3 akmie Hadzsuuaiinoi
0eporcasHOl KOMICIL 31 8CMAHOBJICHHA T PO3CAI0YBAHHA 3J100IAHb HIMEUbKO-a-
WUCMCOKUX 302apOHUKI8 M IXHIX CRINbHUKLE, uacmo 6e3 yKa318KU HA KOHKPEemHy
cmpykmypy ma 6e3 idenmugpikayii 3anodianux sé6umkis. Takx, nanpuraad, 00 Ha-
cnioxkie disnvrocmi OnepamueHo2o wmabdy nPUNUCYBAIUCE 6 MPATNU KYJIbIMYDHUX
uiHrocmet, 00 AKUX Us IHcmumyuis we 6yna npuwemua. Kpim moeo, 3’scosano,
UL0 POJIL THWLUX HAUUCMCOKUX CMPYKIMYD MaA 0PeAHI3AUlll, AKL 3AUMATIUCT NepeMi-
WeHHAM, 8UBE3CHHAM, SHUWEHHAM KYJIbIMYPHUX UIHHOCMell, 6Y.J10 NnpedcmasieHo
nio uac npouecy 8 Hegenukomy o6casi. Taxoxc okpecsierno nepcnekmusi NOOALULUX
docaiodcens y cghepl npobiiemu nepemilerux L 8mpaverux KyabmypHux yinHocmell
ma apxieHo2o NOWLYKY, nepul 3G 8ce HO8UX OOKYMEHMI8 8 apXiéax IHULUX HALUCM-
COKUX 0p2ari3auili nepiody 8LUHLU, W0 00380JLAMb POSULUPUMU HAYKOBL YAEJIeHHS
U000 NPOUECi8, NO8 AZAHUX 13 NUMAHHAM KYJbMYPHUX UiHHOCcmel nid uac JIpyaol
€c68Imoeol 8liiHU, Mma 00NOMO2MU 8 NOWLYKAX 6MPAYEHUX NPeOMemis MUcmely,maa,
b6i6n1i0meunux, ApXi8HUX, MY3elHUX 310PAHD.

Knrouosi cnosa: /Ipyea csimosa sitina, Hioprbepavkuii npouec, KyJiomypHi 4IHHOC-
mi, Onepamuero2o wmab Posenbepra.
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