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Analysis of microdeletions on the long arm of the human Y chromosome, that are associated with
spermatogenic failure, allowed us to define three regions of Yq (AZFa, AZFb and AZFc) recurrently deleted
in infertile males. Microdeletions were detected in 16 of total 355 (4,5%) infertile men.
Mutations in the cystic fibrosis transmembrane conductance regulator (CFTR) gene, which also involved in
male infertility, were detected in 22 out of 355 analyzed infertile men. The most common mutation was
F508del (17 of total 22 mutations). 5T allele of CFTR gene associated with congenital bilateral absence of
the vas deferens was detected in 16 of total 355 (4,5%) patients.
Molecular-genetic analysis of the Y-chromosome microdeletions and CFTR gene mutations as well as
genetic counseling are necessary conditions for the diagnostics of patients with male infertility, especially if 
they are involved in an assisted reproductive technology program.
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Introduction. It is a known fact that the infertility
occurs approximately in 13-18% of couples and up to
50% cases represent the male reproductive
infringement [1]. For approximately 31,7% of men the
reason of infertility was not established (idiopathic
infertility) [2]. It was proposed, that, first of all, the
infertility could be caused by immunologic or genetic
factors.

The spermatogenic process depends on interaction
of many genes, which are located on autosome and
Y-chromosome [3]. Study of these genes is important
taking into account that approximately 2% of men have
the infertility due to severe damage of spermatogenesis
(different forms of oligospermia and azoospermia).

In 1976 Zuffardi et al proposed that AZF
(azoospermia factor) gene (Yq11.23) is specific for
spermatogenesis [4]. Three regions were distinguished
in this gene– AZFa, AZFb and AZFc. Microdeletions in 
all these regions lead to the damage of spermatozoa
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formation and maturation [5, 6]. Microdeletion
frequency in AZF gene of Y-chromosome in infertile
men varies from 1% to 55% in different studies [1, 7].

In the AZFc region of Y-chromosome DAZ
(deleted in azoospermia) gene was identified [7]. It has
been show that it encodes RNA-binding protein, which
is specific for testis [8]. The DAZ protein is present in
the cytoplasm of late spermatids and in the tails of
mature sperm. This protein participates in the
translational control of mRNAs in the germ cells and
also in the formation of the complex tail structure. DAZ
protein is absent in sperm tails of patients with deletion
of AZFc [7].

CFTR (cystic fibrosis transmembrane conductance
regulator) gene is also involved in the development of
male infertility. Azoospermia occurs in all males with
cystic fibrosis (CF). But in some patients azoospermia
is related to congenital bilateral absence of the vas
deferens (CBAVD). One mutation in the CFTR gene
and/or Ò5 – variant polymorphic splice site of exon 9
were found in 80% of these patients.

It is interesting to note that in overwhelming
majority of investigated patients no other clinical
manifestation of cystic fibrosis was found. CFTR
mutations caused CBAVD in approximately 1% of
infertile males [9].

The aim of this work was to study the correlation
between oligo-/ azoospermia and microdeletions in
AZFa, AZFb and AZFc regions as well as specific
mutations and T-polymorphism of CFTR gene intron 8
in men.

Materials and methods. Patients from clinics
“ISIDA” (Kyiv), “ISIDA-Dnepr-IVF”
(Dnipropetrovs’k), “Nadia” (Kyiv), “Sim’Ya”
(Donetsk), Institute of Reproductive Medicine (Kyiv)
and Centre “Implant” (Kharkov), who were referred for 
ICSI (intracytoplasmic sperm injection), were involved 
to this study after their agreement.

DNA samples were isolated and purified from
leukocytes using standard proteinase K/SDS digestion
– phenol/chloroform extraction – ethanol precipitation
method [10].

We have analyzed DNA samples from 355 men
with different forms of infertility (azoospermia – no
sperm in ejaculate even after centrifugation and
oligospermia – sperm count 1-106/ml). 621 DNA
samples of women (donors of oocytes from different
regions of Ukraine) were taken as control group which
is representative for evaluation of population frequency 
of CFTR mutations in autosomal genes.

Analysis of 8 mutations of the CFTR gene
(delF508, 1677delTA, CFTRdele2,3(21kB)) was
performed by polymerase chain reaction (PCR) with
restriction analysis (N1303K, R117H, 621+1G-T,
P1290S, W1282X) and were visualized in 1,8%
agarose and 10% PAGE [11].

Microdeletions of the long arm of Y-chromosome
in loci: sY746, sY84, sY85, sY86, USP9Y, sY117,
sY124, sY127, sY134, sY141, sY153, sY240, sY146,
sY254, sY255, sY158, sY160 were studied by
multiplex-PCR (fig. 1, 2) [12].

Ò-polymorphism of intron 8 of CFTR gene was
studied by fragment analysis of Cy5 labeled PCR
products using DNA analyzer “A.L.F.express” (fig. 3).
After scanning A.L.F-gel the data were processed using 
ALFwin Sequence Analyser 2.11 (Amersham
Pharmacia Biotech) program. Statistics was calculated
using Fisher’s exact test.

Results and discussion. Analysis of
microdeletions of Y-chromosome long arm was
performed on 355 men with azoospermia (n=135) and
oligospermia (n=220). Sequence deletion from AZFb
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Fig. 1. Electropherograms of PCR products of the sequences sY117, 
sY124 and SY134 (AZFb region) (1,8% agarose gel): M – molecular 
mass marker Ladder 100 bp; 1, 3, 5 – availability sY117, sY124,
sY134; 2, 4, 6 – deletion sY117, sY124, sY134; SRY – internal
control PCR



region was identified in one patient with oligospermia
(sperm count 5-66/ml) (fig. 1). This is in agreement
with data that deletions of this region are associated
with heterogenic phenotype resulting in azoospermia,
oligospermia and normospermia. At the same time, it
was observed, that the spermatogenesis dysfunction
occurs during meiosis and maturation at the level of
spermatocyte and spermatid [5].

We have also detected the deletion in AZFc region
(sY153 – sY158) in another patient with difficult
diagnosis (primary diagnosis - oligospermia, the further 
diagnostics showed azoospermia – the single
morphologically abnormal spermatozoa) (fig. 2).
Interestingly, the same deletions in AZFc region were

identified in eight patients with no sperm in ejaculate
(azoospermia). It is possible that the cells detected in
the first case were spermatogonia but not differentiated
spermatozoa. It could be stipulated by abnormal
morphology of those cells. Therefore, we can conclude
that deletion of AZFc leads to the damage of
spermatogenesis at its early stages.

Moreover, we have detected also the deletion of
AZFc region in the patient with severe azoospermia (no 
germ cells in the testicular biopsies at all). This patient
had shorter deletion of AZFc region (sY240-sY254). In 
addition, the same deletion was found in another patient 
with oligospermia. In more five patients with
azoospermia we have found different length deletions
of AZFc region and all of them encompass DAZ gene
sequence (ðèñ. 4).

Taking into account all data presented for 15
patients, we can suggest that the key factor of
spermatogenesis damage is DAZ gene deletion
independently on its absolute length. All shown
spermatogenesis dysfunctions in 15 patients with DAZ
gene deletions were similar to type 2 Sertoly cells
syndrome when no germ cells in the ejaculate or
solitary spermatogonia were observed. Our data
confirm the hypothesis that such pathologic
development processes take place at early stages of
spermatogenesis [4, 5]. Taking into account clinically
established phenotype heterogeneity of these 15
patients, we can suggest the presence of tissue
mosaicism of deletions comprising DAZ gene or even
whole AZFc region. It is quite likely that some patients
without deletions in the DNA samples from leucocytes
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Fig. 2. Separation of PCR
products corresponding to
sequences sY141, sY255, sY158
(AZFc region) in 1,8% agarose
gel: M – molecular mass marker
Ladder 100 bp; 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9 –
availability sY255, sY158,
sY141; 3, 6, 10 – deletion sY255,
sY158; 1 – negative control PCR;
SRY – internal control PCR

Fig. 3. Comparison of PCR amplification products of polythimidine
tract of the CFTR gene intron 8 (A.L.F.-express)
Genotypes: 5Ò/5Ò (1); 7Ò/9Ò (2); 5Ò/7Ò (3); 5Ò/9Ò (4); 9Ò/9Ò (5)



might have local tissue mosaicism with deletions in
Yq11. This is supported by studies of microdeletions in
sex and somatic cells of infertile men confirming the
hypothesis of tissue mosaicism [13].

The common frequency (4,5%) of microdeletions
in our investigated group of men is an agreement with
data obtained by another authors from European and
Asian countries (table. 1) [1, 14-17].

For the couples, where men had microdeletions of
the long arm of Y-chromosome, medical-genetic
counseling and prenatal diagnostics of fetus sex were
recommended (because males inherit these deletions).
They also were recommended to use donor’s sperm in
an in vitro fertilization program.

In compliance with data of Ñystic Fibrosis
Mutation  (www.genet.sickkids.on.ca/cftr/statisticsPa-
ge.html) for cystic fibrosis patients 1550 different

mutations of CFTR gene were found. The frequency of
14 analyzed mutations of CFTR gene in probands from
337 cystic fibrosis patients is as following (%): delF508 
– 40,8; N1303K – 2,65; CFTRdele2,3 (21kb) – 1,4;
G542X – 0,6; W1282X – 0,5; R334W – 0,3; R553X –
0,3; 1677deleTA – 0,3; G551D – 0,16; R347P – 0,3;
1717-1GaA – 0,3; R117H – 0; 621+1G-T – 0; P1290S – 
0. This makes out 47,61% from the total quantity of
mutant chromosomes. Thus, 52,39% of mutant
chromosomes were not identified in this group of
patients. Some frequency divergences of these
mutations between group of cystic fibrosis patients
from Ukraine and patients from West European
countries [18] could be explained not only
interpopulational differentiation but also by mistakes in 
establishing of clinical cystic fibrosis diagnosis for
group of patients we analyzed.

To clarify the contribution of CFTR gene mutations 
of spermatogenesis infringement in 355 patients with
non-obstructive forms of male infertility we analyzed
eight mutations that are most frequent among cystic
fibrosis patients in Ukraine. Only heterozygous carriers 
were found in investigated group: in 17 patients
delF508 was found, in 3 patients –
CFTRdele2,3(21kB), in 1 patient – R117H and in 1 –
1677delTA. Therefore, the frequency of analyzed eight
major mutations in the CFTR gene (delF508, N1303K,
CFTRdele2,3 (21kb), W1282X, 1677deleTA, R117H,
621+1G-T, P1290S) is 3,1%. It is in agreement with the 
frequency of CFTR gene mutations in patients with
congenital bilateral absence of the vas deferens from
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Fig. 4. Schematic representation of the
Y-microdeletions found in 16 infertile
patients

Country
Number of

investigated
patients

Number of found
deletions

Amount
percentage of

deletions

Turkey 50 4 8,0

Russia 810 61 7,5

France 72 5 6,9

Japan 113 7 6,2

Ukraine 355 16 4,5

Croatia 85 1 1,2

Table 1
The frequency of microdeletions from AZFa, AZFb, AZFc regions
in patients with different forms of infertility from European and
Asian countries



different countries [19]. The total frequency of CFTR
gene mutations in control group (n=621) is 0,97 %, that
is significantly lower (p<0,001) than in group of men
with non-obstructive forms of spermatogenesis
infringement (n=355) (table. 2).

It is important to note that we have detected R117H
mutation in the group of patients with spermatogenesis
infringement. This mutation was found neither in a
control group nor among cystic fibrosis patients. It
should be empathized that according to results from
another laboratories this mutation is characteristic for
the patients with congenital bilateral absence of the vas
deferens [20].

In our opinion, studying the role of
T-polymorphism, particularly its 5Ò variant (CFTR
gene 8 intron), leading to the disappearance of its exon
9 splicing site in the spermatogenesis infringement is
very interesting and important subject (fig. 3).

For 14 from 355 individuals 5Ò allele was found in
compound with 7Ò and 9Ò alleles. In two patients
homozygous 5Ò allele was present. Thus, the frequency 

of 5Ò variant carriers in this group is 4,5%.
Approximately the same percentage of 5Ò allele
carriers was found in the men with congenital bilateral
absence of the vas deferens from different countries. By 
the way, in Denmark, Italy and Greece the frequency of
this allele was even lower than in our investigated
group (table. 3) [19].

The results obtained confirm the suggestion that
alterations of structure and/or expression of CFTR gene 
are associated with spermatogenesis infringement but
not only with a congenital bilateral absence of the vas
deferens. This hypothesis is quite probable since the
level of CFTR gene expression in cells from the
different departments of male genital is very high.

Methodological approaches described in this paper
are currently in use not only as a part of DNA-analysis
test-systems for selective screening programs,
prophylactic and treatment strategy selection for
genetic forms of male infertility, but also for further
medical genetic counseling in clinics and genetic
centers where the assisted reproductive technologies
are applied.

The authors would like to thank clinical staff of
“ISIDA”, “ISIDA-Dnepr-IVF”, “Nadia”, “Sim’Ya”
clinics, Institute of Reproductive Medicine and Centre
“Implant” for providing blood samples and clinical
information.
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Mutations CFTR
gene

Frequency of mutations, %

Investigated group
(355 individuals –

710 chromosomes 7)

Control group
(621 individuals –

1242 chromosomes 7)

delF508 2,40 0,73

o1677delTA* 0,14 –

CFTRdele2,3
(21 kB)

0,42 0,08

N1303K – 0,16

R117H** 0,14 –

621+1G-T – –

P1290S – –

W1282X – –

Amount 3,10 0,97

Mutation was found* and not found** in cystic fibrosis patients
from Ukraine.

Table 2
Distribution of the CFTR gene mutations in men with different
forms of infertility and control group

Country

Number of
investigated

patients

Number of found
5T variants Amount percent

France 109 35 32,1

Spain 384 29 7,6

USA 88 12 13,6

Germany 114 8 7,0

Poland 100 6 6,0

Denmark 172 6 3,5

Italy 230 4 1,7

Greece 210 1 0,5

Table 3
The frequencies of 5T variants carriers’ men with different forms 
of infertility found in different countries



Ôå ñàé Î.À., Ïàì ïó õà Â.Ì., Ñî ëîâé îâ Î.Î., Ë³âøèöü Ë.À.

Ìî ëå êó ëÿð íî-ãå íå òè÷ íèé àíàë³ç äå ôåêò³â ãåíà AZF Y-õðî ìî -

ñî ìè òà ãåíà ÒÐÁÌ ïðè ÷î ëîâ³÷îìó áåçïë³ää³

Ðå çþ ìå

Àíàë³ç ì³êðî äå ëåö³é äîâ ãî ãî ïëå ÷à Y-õðî ìî ñî ìè ëþ äè íè, ÿê³
àñîö³éî âàí³ ç ïî ðó øåí íÿì ñïåð ìà òî ãå íå çà, äîç âî ëÿº âè ÿâ ëÿ òè
äå ëå òî âàí³ ïîñë³äîâ íîñò³ òðüîõ ðåã³îí³â íà Yq (AZFa, AZFb ³
AZFc) ó áåçïë³äíèõ ÷î ëîâ³ê³â. Ì³êðî äå ëåö³¿ áóëè âè ÿâ ëåí³ ó
16-òè ç 355-òè (4,5%) ÷î ëîâ³ê³â ³ç áåçïë³ääÿì.
Ìó òàö³¿ â ãåí³ òðàíñ ìåì áðàí íî ãî ðå ãó ëÿ òîð íî ãî á³ëêà ìó -
êîâ³ñöè äî çà (ÒÐÁÌ), ÿê³ òà êîæ çà ëó ÷åí³ äî ÷î ëîâ³÷î ãî
áåçïë³ääÿ, áó ëè âè ÿâ ëåí³ ó 22-õ ³ç 355-òè îá ñòå æó âà íèõ ÷î -
ëîâ³ê³â ³ç áåçïë³ääÿì. Íàé ðîç ïîâ ñþä æå íîþ ìó òàö³ºþ áó ëà
F508del (17 ç 22-õ ³äåí òèô³êî âà íèõ ìó òàö³é). 5Ò àëåëü ãå íà
ÒÐÁÌ, ÿêèé àñîö³éî âà íèé ³ç âðîä æå íîþ äâîá³÷íîþ
â³äñóòí³ñòþ ñ³ì’ÿ âè íîñ íèõ ïðî òîê³â, áóâ âè ÿâ ëå íèé ó 16-òè ç
355-òè (4,5%) ïàö³ºíò³â.
Ìî ëå êó ëÿð íî-ãå íå òè÷ íèé àíàë³ç ì³êðî äå ëåö³é Y-õðî ìî ñî ìè ³
ìó òàö³é ãå íà ÒÐÁÌ, à òà êîæ ãå íå òè÷ íå êîí ñóëü òó âàí íÿ º íå -
îáõ³äíè ìè ä³àã íîñ òè÷ íè ìè åëå ìåí òà ìè äëÿ ïàö³ºíò³â ³ç
áåçïë³ääÿì, îñîá ëè âî, ÿê ùî âî íè âêëþ ÷åí³ äî ïðî ãðà ìè äî -
ïîì³æíèõ ðåï ðî äóê òèâ íèõ òåõ íî ëîã³é.

Êëþ ÷îâ³ ñëî âà: ñïåð ìà òî ãå íåç, ì³êðî äå ëåö³¿ Y-õðî ìî ñî ìè,
ãåí ÒÐÁÌ, ÷î ëîâ³÷å áåçïë³ääÿ

Ôå ñàé Î.À., Ïàì ïó õà Â.Í., Ñî ëîâü åâ À.À., Ëèâ øèö Ë.À.

Ìî ëå êó ëÿð íî-ãå íå òè ÷åñ êèé àíà ëèç äå ôåê òîâ ãåíà AZF Y-õðî -

ìî ñî ìû è ãåíà ÒÐÁÌ ïðè ìóæ ñêîì áåñ ïëî äèè

Ðå çþ ìå

Àíàëèç ìèê ðî äå ëå öèé äëèí íî ãî ïëå ÷à Y-õðî ìî ñî ìû ÷å ëî âå êà,
êî òî ðûå àñ ñî öè è ðî âà íû ñ íà ðó øå íè åì ñïåð ìà òî ãå íå çà, ïî çâî -
ëÿ åò âû ÿâ ëÿòü äå ëå òè ðî âà íûå ó÷àñ òêè òðåõ ðå ãè î íîâ íà Yq
(AZFa, AZFb è AZFc) ó áåñ ïëîä íûõ ìóæ ÷èí. Ìèê ðî äå ëå öèè
áûëè âû ÿâ ëå íû ó 16-òè èç 355-òè (4,5%) ìóæ ÷èí ñ áåñ ïëî äè åì.
Ìó òà öèè â ãå íå òðàíñ ìåì áðàí íî ãî ðå ãó ëÿ òîð íî ãî áåë êà ìó êî -
âèñ öè äî çà (ÒÐÁÌ), êî òî ðûå òàê æå âîâ ëå ÷å íû â ìóæ ñêîå áåñ -
ïëî äèå, áû ëè âû ÿâ ëå íû ó 22-õ èç 355-òè îá ñëå äî âà íûõ
áåñ ïëîä íûõ ìóæ ÷èí. Íà è áî ëåå ðàñ ïðîñ òðà íåí íîé ìó òà öè åé
áû ëà F508del (17 èç 22-õ èäåí òè ôè öè ðî âàí íûõ ìó òà öèé). 5Ò
àë ëåëü ãå íà ÒÐÁÌ, êî òî ðûé àñ ñî öè è ðî âàí ñ âðîæ äåí íûì äâóñ -
òî ðîí íèì îò ñó òñòâè åì ñå ìÿ âû íî ñÿ ùèõ ïðî òî êîâ, áûë âû ÿâ -
ëåí ó 16-òè èç 355-òè (4,5%) ïà öè åí òîâ.
Ìî ëå êó ëÿð íî-ãå íå òè ÷åñ êèé àíà ëèç ìèê ðî äå ëå öèé Y-õðî ìî ñî ìû 
è ìó òàö³é ãå íà ÒÐÁÌ, à òàê æå ãå íå òè ÷åñ êîå êîí ñóëü òè ðî âà -
íèå ÿâ ëÿ þò ñÿ íå îá õî äè ìû ìè äè àã íîñ òè ÷åñ êè ìè ýëå ìåí òà ìè
äëÿ ïà öè åí òîâ ñ áåñ ïëî äè åì, îñî áåí íî, åñ ëè îíè âêëþ ÷å íû â
ïðî ãðàì ìó âñïî ìî ãà òåëü íûõ ðåï ðî äóê òèâ íûõ òåõ íî ëî ãèé.

Êëþ ÷å âûå ñëî âà: ñïåð ìà òî ãå íåç, ìèê ðî äå ëå öèè Y-õðî ìî ñî -
ìû, ãåí ÒÐÁÌ, ìóæ ñêîå áåñ ïëî äèå
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